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Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Koweit. 


Parr IV. 


No.1. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office—(Received January 1.) 

(Confidential) 

ir, Admiralty, January 1, 1902, 

WITH reference to previous correspondence, I am commanded by my Lords 

Commissioners of the Adiniralty to transmit, for tho information of the Secretary of 

Stato for Foreign Affairs, decypher of a telegram, dated the 1st January, from the 
Commander-in-chief on the East Indies Station relative to Koweit. 

‘A similar letter has been sent to the India Office, 
Lam, &, 
(Signed) ' EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No, 1. 
Rear-Admiral Boxanquet to Admiralty. 


(Telegraphic) Trincomalee, January 1, 1902. 


TIAVE ordered “Fox” and “ Perseus" to Koweit. 
Senior Officer, Persian Gulf, has been directed not to land men, 
‘Pomone" proceeds to Bombay as soon as her services can be dispensed with, on 


account of an outbreak of beri-beri. 





No. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Janvary 1, 1902. 

I AAC directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you, for the infor. 
mation of the Secretary of State for India, » copy of a letter which lias been addressed 
to the Admiralty in reply to their communication of the 31st ultimo,* respecting the 
steps which have been taken by the Officer in Command of His Majesty's ship 
“ Bomone” for the defence of the Sheikh of Koweit. 


+ Nas, 


[1818] 










2 






1 am also to inclose copies of a note from the Turkish Ambassador,* and of a 
despatch which Lord Lansdowne has addressed to His Majesty’s Ambassallor at Con- 
stantinople,t recording conversation with Anthopoulo Pasha on the subject. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) ‘T. H. SANDERSON. 













No. 3. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty. 






ir, Foreign Office, January 1, 1902. 

I HAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your Confidential letter of the 
‘Blst ultimo, inclosing the decypher of a telegram, dated the 20th ultimo, from the 
Ofcer Commanding His Majesty's ship “Pomoc,” relative to the situation at 

oweit. 

I am directed by his Excellency to transmit herewith, for the information of the 
Lonis Commissionors of the Admiralty, the decypher of a telegram which was almost 
Simultaneously received from His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople on the sno 
subject.t 

Min view of the information received from His Majesty's Consul nt Bussorah, az 
reported in this telegram, I'am to express Lord Lansilowne's hope that tho Lords 
Commissioners will instruct the Officer in Command of His Majesty's ship “ Pomone" 
to desist from his preparations for the defence of Koweit the moment it becomes 
clear that the place is no longer really threatened by the forces of the Emir of Nejd 
or of the Sultan. 

Tam at the same time fo inclose, for their Lordships’ information, a copy of a 
despatch which Lord Lansdowne has addressed to His Majesty's i 
Cites recording conversation with the Turkish Ambassador on this 

rect. 














Tam, ke. 
(Signed) ‘TIL SANDERSON, 











No. 4. 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—{Received January 2.) 






mphic) P, Constantinople, Janvary 2, 1902. 
|AVE received to-day the following telegram, dated the 31st December, from His 
Majesty's Consul at Bussoral — 


“No, 83, 
“Last night tho Emir was still within 3. miles of Zobeir, but to-day none of his 
people are to be scen here. ‘This morning a battalion of Ottoman ti in full marching, 
order, nbout 300 strong, left for Zobelr, whither the Government Contractor has sent 
provisions in cousiderable quantity ; he has received orders to prepare supplies for four 

‘wore battalions, which are to arrive at an early date. 
“It ie also said that an embargo has been laid by the Government on sailing vessels 
prseseding up the Euphrates, the vessels to be sed for the transport of troops. Tk may 
that they intend to occupy Sevaba on the Zobeir-Hafer route, about 6 hours from the 
former place, and s0 attempt locally to recover their loss of 
“Four thousnod pounds have been given to the Emir.” 




















prestige. 





Leannot, understand why the Captain of His Majesty's ship “Pomone™ landed guns 
at Jchara, seeing that the Ottoman Government has repeated its assurances to us, and that 
the Ewit’s recent movements. scem to be leading hit away from the neighbourhood of 
Koweit. It seems hard to believe that the Sublime Porte has given 4,000/, to the Emir 
except to induce him to retarn home to Nejd. Had this money been given as a subsidy 


* See Part Il, No 262. 
3 See Part If, No. 987. 












§ See Part IIL, No. 265. 


















No, 3°. 
‘The Marquees of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 
Foreign Offer, January 1. 19 
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to attack Koweit, we must have of it; of this the Sultan is quite 
aware, and I feel convinced that His Tinperial Majesty is not prepared to bring matters to 
an issue. 

Tt is quite possible, too, that the military preparations of the Turks reported. by 
Me. Wratilte are nnde eit the olect of coercing the Emir 4 

Thave as yet heard nothing from the Porte or the Palace as to the action of the 
Captain of the *Pomone,” but 1 can hardly hope that it will not be resented 8 un infringe 
ment of the Agreement to respect the status quo at Koweit. 





No. 5. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 3.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for Tadia presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affuire, and, by direction of Lord Georze Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of « telegenm from 
the Viceroy, dated the Ist January, respecting Koweit. 


India Office, Jonuary 2, 1902. 


Inclosure in No. 5. 


Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton, 
{Melegeaphic.) Tanuary 1, 1902. 
ROWEIT. 
Following telegram, dated 28th December, from Kemball :— 
Following telegram received from Wratislaw to-day :— 
anie, with part of his force, is 15 miles from Bussoral, and in constant, come 
rounication with Vali and Mushir. His agent has sent him with 70 tons of provisions. 
Saltan bas ordered present of 2,001, to be made him from Famine Fuad Treasury, which 
ie empty. Thear that Auir hiroself attacks Kowelt after Ramazan, Vali and Mushie 
spend houré daily at the telegraph office, but { cannot learn purport of their communications 
vonstantinople.” 
T think it desirable that reinforcements should be sent by Admiral to Koweit 
‘These constant alarms about Koweit seem to justify stronger language at Constanti- 
nople than has yet been employed. If the Turks can neither keep Nejd in check nor 
protect Kowet from ‘attack, it is obvious that their alleged authority over both iso 
farce, 





No. 6. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 3.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from 
the Viceroy, dated the 2nd January, respecting the movements in the Persian Gulf of the 
Rassian ship “ Varyag. 

India Office, January 3, 1903. 

2 


Tnclosure in No. 6. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(raegapaic) January 2, 1902. 


KEMBALL telegraphs 31st Desember:— 
eVaryag" left. Roweit on 24th December for Lingah and Bunder Abbas. [Near 
from Koweit that Sheikh is not very communicative about Russian Consul’s visit to 











4 


him, though he told Senior Naval Officer that Russian Consul had made offer of assistance 
to him, in name of Russian Government, if he asked for it, to maintain his inde~ 


pendence, 
“Tam going to Koweit on Thursday to see Sheikh to find out what actually 


transpired.” 





No.7. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 3.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India preseats his compliments to the Under~ 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, 
dated the 3rd January, respecting Koweit. 


India Office, January 3, 102. 


Inclosure in No. 7. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(elegraphic.) India Office, January 3, 1902. 

“GH telegram 24th December. Kowe 

Porte denied, 28th December, prohibition of export of provisions, and tated that 
‘Amir had left for Nejd, O'Conor, however, learns that prohibition was issued by Vali, 
‘bat has since been rescinded. 

‘With reference to your telegram 28th December, O'Conor bas again made 
representations to Porte as to proceedings of Vali and Amir, Further, Lord 
Lansdowne has warned Turkish Ambassador that, if Porte is unable to control ite own 
officials, we may find it impossible to acquiesce in continuation of status guo which leads 
to reourrence of incidents auch as recent visit of Nakib to Kowsit, 





No. 8. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office (Received Janwary 3.) 
(Confidential.) 


‘ir, Admiralty, January 3, 1902, 
WITH reference to previous ndence, I am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, deoypher of a telegram, dated the 3nt January, which 
hus been sect to the Commanieria-chiet on the at Indios Station, relative to 
oweit. 
‘A similar letter bas been sent to the India Office. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 


Tnclosure in No. 8. 


Admiralty to Rear-Admiral Bosanquet. 


(Melegraphic) Admiralty, Jonuary 8, 1902, 
AVH reference to voar telegram No. 1 and that of the 20th December from Senior 
‘Naval Officer, Persian Gulf. 

Foreign Office requests that, in view of assurance of Turkish Ambassador in this 
country and of statements of Consul at Bussorah, dated the Sist December, to the effect 
that the Amie of Nejd was returning home by the Sultan's orders, the preparations for 
the defence of Koweit may be abandoned so soon as it is clear that the place is no 

really threatened by Amir or ‘Turks. 

Instruct Senior Naval Officer, Koweit, accordingly. 





No. 9. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquees of Lanadowne—(Recvioed January 3.) 


ie.) P. Constantinople, January 
SUL WRATISLAW telegraphed yesterday from Bussoral as follo 

1. Although the Emir is moving off, he is going very reluctantly and 
slowly, and does not seem to ha desided’ to retarn to Nejd. Ho was will 
three hours of Zobeir yesterday. Ne ns appear to ng. on still, and bis 
treasury remains at Bussorah, Alarmist messages of the Emir's intentions, which T 
consider hardly justified at present, aro about to be sent to Koweit by Sheikh 
Moubarek’s agent.” 

The battalion which I spoke of in my telegram No. 83 is now on its way to 

Sovwan, and is taking mupplies for a month. " 





No. 10. 
India Office to Foreign Offce-—(Received Janwary 4) 

‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under. 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for tho information of the Seorotary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 24th December, respecting Koweit 

India Office, Janvary 3, 1002, 

Inolosure in No, 10. 
Lord. G Hamilton to Government of India. 


India. Office, December 24, 1901. 


(Telegraphic, 
‘OUR clogs of 22nd, 23rd December. 
De Bunsen has been directed to inform Porte that Prohibition of supplies of 


‘sions to Koweit is a breach of status quo upon which our assurances depend, 
‘and that if Koweit is attacked by Turkish or Amir's forces we shall use force. 





No. 11. 
India Office to Forrign Offce-—(Received Janvary 4.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign -Mfairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, copies of o telogram 
from the Viceroy, dated the Snt January, relating to Koweit. 

India Office, January 4, 1902. 

SSS 


Inclosure in No. 11. 


Gocernment of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Telegraphic, January 3, 1902. 

SEOWET. Kemball tclographs Ist January -— 

““Wratislaw bas sent me copy of following telegram sent to Constantinople 
“Amir war still at  placo 3 miles distant from Zobeyr last night, but his men are 
not seen in Bussorah to-day, 3ist December. At sunrise this morning battalion of 
Turkish infantry 300 strong went to Zobeyr in full marching onler. Government 
contractor has sent large quantity of provisions for Zobeyr, and has been warned to 

te for four battalions expected shortly. I hear that Ottoman Government has 
Kid embarso on sailing vessels up the Euphrates for transport, Possibly they intend 
(1518) 











to occupy Schwan, six hours from Zobeyr, on the way to afer, and otherwise attempt 
to retrieve damaged prestige locally. Amir has received 4,001. Position is, T 
think, serious. Sheikh claims Hafer to be within his territories, and also, I think, 
Schwan, and although his elaim to them is doubtful, he will undoubtedly become very 
anxious, and probably seck to make terms with Turks. I venture to suggest that 
Porte should be informed that unless movements of troops are countermanded, we 
shall haye no option but to declare Protectorate.’ 

* Pomone,” “Sphinx,” and “ Redbreast"” are now at Kowsit, and Admiral has 
ordered “Fox * and “ Persens” to proceed there with some extra guns. 





No. 12. 
Sir N. O'Conar to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Receiced January 6, 1902.) 


(No, 456.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, December 90, 1901. 

WITH reference to my telegrams No. 169 of the 27th instant and No. 170 of the 
‘28th instant, I have the honour fo report that I inquired of the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs to-day whether he had received confirmation of his statement that the Emir had 
returned to Nejd, and at the same time I told his Excellency that a rumour was current 
‘at Bumorah that he proposed attacking Koweit after Ramazan. 

‘Tew6k Pasha replied that the rumour of an intended attack upon Koweit was 
ciel: without foundation and that the Emir had already left on bis return journey 
to Nojd. 

had, on the 24th instant, informed his Excellency of the news we had received from 

wal nuthorities to the effect that the exportation of provisions to Koweit had been. 

ited by the Vali of Bussorah. I did not seo the Minister myself as { had only just 
arrived, and 1 was wowilling to give ground for some sensational parageaph in the papers 
by repairing at once to the Sublime Porte, but I requested Mr. de Bunsen to call on my 
behalf and to tell the Minister that if the news were true pretty clearly indicated the 
trond of affairs and the likelibood of fresh complications which would be unpleasant to the 
Ottoman Government.” Hix Excellency bad assured me that the existing state of things 
in thote parts would not bo disturbel nor the Sheikh of Koweit wolested. Since then 
he hud becn frightened by the visit of a Turkish Nahib, who, under the plea of his 
religious character, bad attempted to, comtrnin tho Sheikh, aod now we had heard of a 
farther and more direct attempt to diaturb the status yuo.” I thought it best therefore 
that his Excellency and the Ottoman Government should clearly woderstand that His 
Majesty's Government would not allow any attack upon Koweit ether by the Kar ot 
‘Turkey, 

“The assurances I have received since this date have been in every respect, and ns far 
‘ they go, satisfactory, and Iam rather unwilling to believe that the Imperial Govern- 
‘ment will venture, in face of our oft repeated warning, to encourage acts of aggression 
‘pon Koweit wich may be followed by such, serious coosequences and which are sure, 
whatever happens, to result in a loss of authority and Prestige co the Salta, 

have, &e, 
(Signed) "N. R. O'CONOR, 





No 18, 
Iutia Office to Foreign Offce.— (Received January 6.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India Prsents his compliments to the Under- 

Secretary of State for Forvign Affairs, and, by ditvetion of Lord George Hamilton, 

forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 

Jruter from the Foreign Secretary, Calcutta, dated the 12th’ December, respecting 
India Office, Janwary 4, 1902. 





Tnelosure 1 in No, 18. 


Gorernment of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball 


‘Simla, May 26, 1899. 


rected to forward, for your information, a eopy of a letter regarding a 
eens eh uclleney the Naval Commanderi-thiet to sirvey the harbour 


Sir, 


proposal mae by his Exell 
at Koweit in the Persian Gulf. . ie. Le 
rane suggested that tho Royal Indian Marine steamer “Lawrence” might be 
employed in making s rough survey of the harbour, in the course of which it would 
have been necessary to erect flags on the surrounding noes aL to a ea in 
ar! ‘on should no doubt send the “ Lawrence” to Kowelt at intervals, so 
eae eat positive interest of the British Government in the place, but not with 
such frequency or in such a manner as to excite suspicion, and certainly not with the 
intention of floating buoys or planting flags. Reo 
(Signed) J. B, WOOD, 
Officiating Under-Secretary to the 
Government of India. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 13, 


Government of India to Rear-Admiral Douglas, 


Sir, Simla, Moy 13, 1899, 
¢ iy Excelloney’s letter, dated the 
AE directed to acknowledge the recoipt of your Excellency’ + dated th 
Sa sok last, stating that it appears very desirable that the Harbour of Koweit, 
Persian Gulf, should be surveyed at an early date. mi ar ee 
In reply, F atm to state flint, in tho opinion of the Government of India, there are 
political objeotions to the proposed survey bei —— int present 
have kn 
(Signed). J. MAITLAND, 
Secretary to Government of India. 


en 


Inclosure 3 in No, 13. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government af India. 


‘Sir, 2 Bushire, een i Lae 
"1 FEAVE the honour to invite a reference to you? letter of the 26th 3 3, 1800, 
and #5 fnyetia if any political objection now exists to an accurate surv 
Kowoit Harbour being undertaken. Contingencies may atiso where such n survey. 
Yrould undoubtedly prove vergnseful and T derstand that the naval authorities are 

: : poh ; XG 
anerons flat it sha an Stacine meamor “Tavedtigator” is now inthe Perian Gulf, 
sand so good an opportunity is not likely to ooour again, Lhave the honour to submit 
the matter for the consideration of the Government of India, and to request that, 
posible, Tmay be favoured with a roply Hy telegram, so that the necessary instructions 
nay be given to the officer in command of tho Investigator 

have, &. 
(Signed) C. A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulfe 











Tnelosure 4 in 
Government of Inclia to Lientenant-Celonel Kemball 


(Telographic.) Caleutta, November 26, 190 
‘fol R letter of 10th November. ‘ 
No objection to accurate survey of Koweit Harbour, provided Sheikh Mubarak 
agrees. 





No. 14. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquers of Lonsdowne.—(Received January 6.) 


Pie 3) 
(Telewraphic.) P. Constantinople, Jonuary 6, 1902. 
fatto Malesty's Gonsal at Bussorah telegraphs under date of yesterday xs 
“No, 2, ‘The Emir of Najd was yestorday at Shabide, a place about three hours 
from Zobeir, He moved on agnin the same day. He we vt i e 
battalion of Turkiah troop 5 re gr seme 


Shabide is not marked on any snap in my possession, but from the a 
moved ou” Teather gather thet the Emirisoebb wy hone 





No. 15. 
India Offce to Foreign Office-—(Received Janwary 7.) 


THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign AGairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for tho information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 6th January, relative to Koweit. 


India Office, January 7, 190: 


Tnelosury in No. 15. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of Indio. 


(telegraphie.) India Office, January 6, 1902. 
YOUR telegram of the Int instant: Koweit. - Khas 

¢ of Foreign Offige, Admiralty have instructed naval authorities to desist 
frum defensive prparations the monent it becomes clea that Koweit ino longer really 
threatened by Nejd or Turka. ‘Turkish Arnbassador expressed grave concern at action 
of naval authorities, and was informed that these untoward occurrences were result of 
inability of Porte to control local agents, and that so long as place continued to be 

d they must not complain of continuance of precautionary messores. 


No. 16. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdewne.—{ Received January 7.) 


(Xo. 9, 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, January 7, 1902. 

toot _Masty’* Consul at Busoray telegraphs “under "date of yesterday as 
lows — 


("'No.3) 
“ My Istest information as to the Emir Tbn Reschid is that he is at Tehoebde, a 
Place in the desert some nine hours distant from here. It is impossible to say in 
what direction he will move, and I fear I can no longer keep in touch with him, 
“The troops are, in all probability, between Naserio and. Zobeir, to which latter 
Place a further supply of provisions has been forwarded.” 
‘The foregoing telegram is the consequence of my request to Mr. Wratislaw to 
Keep me posted, as closely as possible, about the movements of the Emir, 





No. 17. 
O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received January 8.) 


6.) 

felegraphic.) P. Constantinople, January 8, 1902. 

TIS Majesty’s Consul at Bussorah telegeaphs, under dato of yesterday, as 
follows :— 

(No. 4) 

«A Jewish photographer, and British subject, hins just come in from Tchoebde, where 
he left the Emir on the 4th instant, haying spent some days with him. From thi 
man’s statements I gather that the Emir is disinclined to take any decision as to his 
fature movements until he receives further news from Constantinople. 

“ Reinforcements are being brought up hurriedly from Nejd, and some have 
arrived already. 

“Tt scoms possible that the Emir has not yet given up all hope of being permitted 
to attack Sheikh Mubarck, and that he did not receive a very peremptory order from 
the Sultan to return to Nejd.” 

From private sources, I earn that the Turkish Ambassador in London has beon 
instructed to inform your Lordship that our explanations aro not considered satisfactory 
by the Porte, that the Sultan complains of the landing of guns and the erection of the 
second flagstafl, and that His Imperial Majesty is able and willing to provent, any 
attack by the Emir ou Koweit, which Mis Majesty regards as an integral part of his 
Empire. 





No. 18. 


Foreign Office to Indie Office. 


Foreign Office, January 8, 1902. 

I HAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 4th instant, 
inclosing copies of correspondence received from the Government of India in regard to 
a proposal that the Royal Indian mail-steamer “ Investigator" should make a survey 
of the Harbour of Koweit. - 

Lord Lansdowne apprebends that in view of the situation existing at Koweit, such 
proceeding might give rise to fresh rumours and unfounded imprensions as to the 
intentions of His Majesty's Government with regard to that place, and he would 
therefore suggest, for Lord G. Hamilton's consideration, that it would be desirable to 


postpone the survey for the present. 


(Confidential.) 


ir, 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) | 1. H. SANDERSON. 





No. 19. 
Anthopwulo Pasha to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received January 9.) 


L’AMBASSADEUR de Turquie présente ses compliments au Marquis de Lansdowne 
‘et ayant communiqué au Gouvernement Impérial la derniére note de sa Seigneurie 
telativement A Koweit, est chargé par Ja Sublime Porte de porter & la connaissance de st 


Beso eg a 2 








Les considérations mises en avant par le Gouvernement Britannique pour expliquer 
Vattitude des offciers de marine Anglais au cours des derniers incidents 4 Koweit. loin de 
Ja justificr, ne font en réalité que ressortir davantage comubien elle est contraire A lentente 
intervonue entre es deux pays. En effet, bien que d'aprés In dite entente, confirmée 
d'aillours par la note de sa Seigneuric en date du 1} Septembre dernier, il edt été formellement 
conven que le statu quo serait maintenu dans ces parages, statu gue que le Gouvernement 
Impérial a scrupaleusement respecté, les agents Anglais contrairement & eet engagement, 
Qui excluait toute idée doccupation et de Protectorst, ont débarqué A Komeit 
Plusicurs canons sous le prétexte que I'fmir de Nedjd ‘se prépamit & attaquor In 
dite ville, 

Anthopoulo Pacha a pour devoir d'ajouter que la Sublime Porte s'explique d'autant 
‘moins cette attitude du Gouvernement Britannique que 'lbn Rechid west déja doigné 
dle ces parages, ainsi que Ia Sublime Porte Pa du reste déclaré dans l'une de sos 
communications précédentes que T'Ambussadeur n'a pas manqué de fuire connaltre au 
Foreign Office, 

Dans ces circonstances et malgré le fait indiscutable que Koweit constitue une 
fartic Intégrante de Ia ‘Turquie ct que le pavillon Ottoman y flotte depuis 300 ans, a 

rte s'étonne d'avoir i constater que le Gouvernement Britannique paraisse établic un 
Protectorat sur ce pays. 

Fort de son bon droit le Gouvernement Impérial ne saursit dévier de son point de 
Yue dans cette question et confirwant ses déciarntions précédeates il ne peut qu’insister 
absolament pour que Fentente établie soit strictement observée. Or, In premitre condition 
de Nobsorvance de In dite entente est uécessairement que sa Scicueurie avise A oo 
que des ordres formele solent transmis au Commandant du bitiment Ansiais dans 
ex eaux de Koweit en vac de rembarquer le plus promptement possible les canons 
Aébarqués et do s'abstenie dorénavant de toute ingérence dans les affaires intéricures 
du pays. 

Crest avec In pilus entire confiance dans les sentiments de justice du Gouvernement 
Britanaique que la Sublime Porte ne doute pas que sa Seigneurie veville bien convente de 
'm Iégitimité do Ia maniére de voir professée par to Gouvernement Impérial dats cette 
question et faire droit i la réclamation qui vieut «'étre exposée plus haut. 

Antlopoula Packs exprime eu mime temps sa ferme conviction que ax Selgneurie 
voudra bien tui communiquer le plus tot posible une réponse favorable A ce. aujet 
atin qu'il puisse la transnettre son Gouvernement, qut est anxieux de voir ies 
chores nitablies i leur dtat antérieur lore de Venteote intervenue entre lee deux 
Gouvernements, 


Ambassade Impériale de Turquie, Londres, 
le Jantier, 1902. 


Initia Office to Foreign Office-—(Reevived January 10-) 


‘TIE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Sooretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of a telegram 
from the Viooroy of the Sth January, 1002, rogarding the defence of Koweit. 


India Office, January 9, 1902. 


Tnelosure in No, 20, 


Government of India to Lord G: Hamilton, 
(Holegenphie.) 

YOUR telegram, 6th January: Koweit. 

Wo do not understand above. Opening paragraph about removal of defensive 
preparations appears to be inconsistent with cone luding words about continuance of 
precautionary measures. Our information does not justify belief that Koweit is no 
longer threatened by Nejd, and we deprecate action which might be misinterpreted 
Iocally and might being on very danger which it deste tere 


January 8, 1902. 





ul 


No. 21. 
Indin Offce to Foreign Office—(Received January 10.) 


‘of State for India presents his compliments to Hes pies 

stary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
Py Oe Bist toe er cutin! uk tos Booretaty OF Baty by vba alogreal 
from the Viceroy, dated the Sth January, relative to Koweit. 


THE Under-Seervta 


India Office, January 9, 1902. 
Inclosure in No, 21. 


overnment of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Telegraphic.) seta January 8, 1902. 
IY tele 
Kemball telegraphs, Gth eer 
ib ve returned from Kowelt, where T visited Sheikh, who is jehara, 15 miles 
Tatnt tyne Rowell agpenes tore any fx his ind, a exe nition 
of complying with advice of Reaior Naval OMe in case of moreneat of urls ot 
Emir towards Koweit. Ho informed me that Russian Consul told him that he ere 
cnt by his Government to see him and tell him that he was considered to be inde 
pendent, and that British and Thussian Ambassadors had told Porte simultaneously 
Pint hie indepeadence must be respected, Russian Consul asked him to write Jolter 
of acknowledgment to the Czar, wie Shit eine Yoda, Carl Gn tl Hin 
F stance he should write to hi shive. Sheikh replied. th 
from Wratislaw, it appears that Emir is moving slowly and reluctantly, and it hard ly 
Ioaks asi he has made up his mind fo return hone, His tensa remains at Bassorah, 
und apparently negotiations continue. The bottal n mentioned in my tel : ee oo 
TER marched, with month's provisions, towards Lashwan, wl cannot 


at present identify.” 





No, 22. 


Siv N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—( Received January 13.) 
(No, 1,) 


My Lord, 
YT HAVE bad the hone 


n to Constantinople. y . , 
eT capetdat toe flag incident as closed, I did not, think it necessary at the time 


in view of the Turkialy 
0 report What Mr.de Bunsen had said on this point, but, in view of tl 
Kunbdgendor'sinquities, it may be wall that T shoul now refer to the matter, 


wing belore him the telegram from the Commander of His Majesty's ship 
sre oe tae Sun, Desaabe, os ropecesl ini EE talegram’ to. thie 
Entuay No, 184 of the 23nt Deooaber, Mr. de Bunsen told. Tewiik: Pasba. that, 


tothe information now received from Koweit by His isotefs Covenant, ‘the 


“ Pomone” of the 


g signal to’ His 
afl had only beon temporarily employed to make a flag signal to” His 

/ *Pomone.” No other flagstaff had been at. the time available for this 
ene Mn apraat saditineelbeet tertedyranca ei Coals flag, which was 


b ey, flying on his own afl. i MeN 
Se ae es Fe aeeechtcte fetvend: vist stomsiae herekin-oomtnain ia 


without, however, makiug any observation, itis 
ned) N. K O'CONOR. 








India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 13., 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Und 
Seoretary of Stute for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Loni George Hamilton: 
forwards herewith, for the information of the ‘Secretary of State, copy of a telegram: 
from the Viceroy, dated the 10th January, relative to Koweit, 


India Office, January 11, 1902. 
——<—— 


[Mnclosure in No. 23, 
Government of Initia to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Tolegraphic.) Tanwary 10, 190: 
ALY telegram, Sth January, replying to your telegram of Oth about Kow 
Komball telegraphs Sth :— 


jAcconling to information received from Bussorah, Emir of Nejd was, 
Ath January, at a place in the desert nine hours from Bussorah. He is belicved 
to be awaiting further communication from Constantinople before deciding further: 
movements, and he expeets reinforcements from Nejd, which had begun to arrive, 
‘Wratislaw thinks that the permission fo attack Koweit, 
ras not ory peremptory. Place mentioned 
wry as ‘Lashwan’ should be Schwan, mentioned in 

my telegram of Ist January. 





No, 24. 
India Offce to Fortign Office.—(Received January 13.) 


IN continuation of this Office letter of to-day, the Under-Secretary of State for 
India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herowith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of  talogem from the Viceroy, dated the 11th January, 
Tespecting the proposed aurvey of Koweit Harbour. 


India Office, January 11, 1902, 
————e eee 

Tnolosure in No. 24. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Telegraphic.) January 11, 1902. 
YOUR telegram of the Oth, Koweit. Kemball directed to euspend survey. 


ee 
No. 25. 
India Office to Foreign Offce—(Received January 13.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India Presents ‘his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forvards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
Hatt’, Vices, dated the Oth January, respecting the proposed survey of Keweit 
Harbour, 

India Office, January 11, 1902 


————————— 


Inclosure in No. 25. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


i India Office, January 9, 1902, 

OW Pe 26th November las 

(rele Wair. Your telegram to Resident, Persian Gulf, 26h Nos ember a 

Foreign Office apprehend that proposed survey in present circumstances might give 
rise to fresh rumours as to our intentions, and consider it desirable to postp 


for the present. 





No. 26, 
Admit alty to Foreign Office —(Received January 18.) 


wee sini, Jeary 16102. 
" WITH reference to previous correspondance, I am cot anded by, my, Lorde 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to franemit, for th intorawtioa of thy Beereiary of 
Comntasndee ieekiet om the Bat Ted areata elution a Kent 


similar lettor hns been sont to the India Oli. 
A similar letter has been son ae eg 
(Bigned) AN MACGREGOR 


Inclosuze in 8 


Rear-Admiral Douglas to Admiralty, 


Bombay, January 14, 1902. 
p “ Pomono,’ 


(Tolegmphie. la 
see 4 following telegram hax been received from Hix Majesty's ship 


hi January — 
= nl morale have been given guns and rifles and to have gone to own 


cs Sapwan and reported 
muntry near Lina three days from Koweit. Turks still nt Sap : 
Serpe other ae on southern border of Sheikh’s territory, but not moving 
towarls Koweit."” 





No. 27. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 


pi Foreign Ofte, Jmuary 15,2002, 
VE received your telegrun No. 6 of the 8th January. 2 b 
Bho ne tao Mena Se by tho Turkish Ambassador, in which he repeats 
Temonstrances against the action of the British naval officers, and requests that ne 
may be ordered to abstain from interference in the internal affairs of Koweit and to 
rem the gans which they have landed. 

His Excellency has been informed, in reply, that the a 
Haval officers and the measures which they took wore justit 


pprehonsions of the British 
Ed by the recent action of 


fakib, which had been salseguently disavowed by the Turkish Government, as 


y the thi natare of the movements of the Emir of Nejd, who until the 
Te dap nse in vty of Rope dw blared pen now att 
be fir distent from that place ; that when they afforded the Sheikh of Koweit tho aid 
Becessary for his protection the British naval officers Id done no more than co-o) a 
towards the maintenance of the sfatus quo; that they had shown a scrupulous avon ns 
of ny sction tending to modify the relatious of the Sheikh Mubarak toward 2 
Sultan or the political status of Koweit; and that they have received ee she 4 
‘000 as it is clear that there is no longer any danger of an attack, to desist from 
defensive preparations, ~ 

(isis: 
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F : Russian Consul at 
Boahire : st battleship which recently visited Koweit, 
uunged the Sheikh to solicit the assistance of Russia for the maintenance of his indepen- 
Hones, and that it is doubtless due to the pressure and support of British ebips of 

that the offer was declined by hin : ny atathay 





No. 28. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Anthopoulo Pasha. 


Your Rxcalloncy, Foreign Office, January 15, 1903. 

1 HAVE hind tho honour to receive your note vertale of he oth Tartans ta which 
tate that you have been instmueted. to repent the, remonstrances made by the 
mporial Government against the proceedings of the British naval officers at Koweit, 
‘and to roquest that orders may bo sont to these officers to remove the guns which they 
have landed, and to abstain from further interference’ in the fnteral aflais of the 
country. 

Your Excellency has been made fully aware, from my previous communication 
to you and from the communications made to the Imperial Government by His 
M y's Asmeamader at Constantinople, of the views of His Majesty's Government 

roganl to Kowelt, 

Tn the opinion of His Majesty's Government the approbonsions of the British 
naval oficers and the mesures thken by them were justified by the proceedings of 
the Nakib from Busorat during his recent visit to Kowelt, which have subsequently 
hoon disavowed by the Sublime Porte, and by the threatening movements of the 

wait of Nojd, who, until the last fev days, has been in close proximity to Koweit, and 
cd to be even now at no great distance from it i 
In landing the Sheikh of Kaweit such aesistance as scemed urgently required to 
¢ tho town and harbour from attack, the British naval officers did no more than 
yards tho maintenance of the atatur quo which the Turkish Government 
al themselves to respect. They havo xorupuloualy abstained from any action 
wf to modify the political status of Kowolt or the Sheikh’s relations towards the 
Sulina, and they have received orders to desist from these defensive preparations as 
soon nm it in olear that there ix no longer any danger of an attack. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 29. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office {Received January 16.) 


Admiralty, Jonvary 9, 1002. 
WITH reforonce to previous correspondonce, I am commanded by my Lents Com- 
missioners of the Admimlty to transmit herewith, for the information of the Secrotary 
. copy of two otters, dated the 2nd and 12th November last, from th Officer 
Commanding Tis Majety's ship “Sphinx,” expecting certain rumours current at 
Bussorah with regard to Roweit. 
2. A similar lottor bas been sent to the Tndia Office. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR 


Inclosure 1 in No. 29. 


Commancler Phillipps to Captain Simons. 


Sir, “ Sphine” at Bussorah, November 2, 1902. 
1 HAVE the honour to report that siniee my last letter, no movement of Turkish 
troops has taken place in this vicinity, and Iam informed by His Majesty's Consul 
xe that, as far as he is aware, the only communications between the Turkish 
overnor of Bussorah aud the Mushir (Field Marsha!) of the troops at Baghdad (who 
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is now stopping here) and Abdul Raschid have been that he is not to attack the 
Sheikh of Koweit, in compliance with direct orders from Constantinople to that 
effect. 

'S, Thave had to remain at Bussorah five or six days to make some repairs to our 
main condensers, and I sent a cutter, with s lieutenant in command, to patrol the river 
Between Bussorah and Fao. 

3. I am leaving Bussorah on Monday, the 4th instant, to patrol the river and 
shall return here on the Sth. 

‘4. The health of the ship's company is very good. 

Thave, &o. 
(Signed) H. A. PHILLIPPS. 


a ge 
Inclosure 2 in No, 29, 
Commancler Phillippe to Captain Simons. 


Bir, “ Sphine” at Buszorah, November 12, 1901, 

I HAVE tho honour to sond you the following information, which was revolved 
ht Bussorah by my interpreter from a friend of his, T cannot vouch for the truth of 
tho statements, hut it ix possible thoro may be something in it. I have forwarded a 
duplleato to the Resident, 

AK special order has been received from tho Sultan that) the Nakib (Baod Ahmod 
Pasha), who isa friend of Sheikh Mubarck, is to proceed to Kowelt, and endeavour to 

mit’ upon Mubarok to consent to join with the Turkish Government, under a 

tment, which ia to be framed avcording to Mubarck’s wishes. Tho 

Makih is nlso to endeavour to persuade the Sheikh to accompany him to Bussorab on 

a complimentary visit, to moet the Mushir (Field Marshal) of Waghdad, and to sottlo 
foes finally between them both ns to this agreement and for peace 

Should Mubarek consent, valuable presents will be sont by the Sultan to the 
Nakib and Sheikh Mubarek. 

It ho refuses to listen to tho ailvice of the Nakib, and docline to be a party to 
tho agecement, the Nakib is to leave Mubarck without ‘making any sign or show of 
diapleasure. 

‘The Turkish Government have decided finally not to puraue the conflict with 
Mubarek, and has informed the E ijd accordingly (all thi is well known to 
the public at Bussorab). 

Up to date, no onler has been received to disperse the troops, and they are 
now distributed between various villages between Bussora and Kowelt, noithor has 
the Emir of Nejd sent his troops away, nor has the Mushir of Baghdad nny ides 
of returning at present. 

Tt is understood that these movements of tho Turks aro intended to deceive the 
British, and to got them to withdraw their ships and so close the whole inoidont, with 
the Sheikh at peace with them, whilst tho Turks would watch the firat opportunity to 
soooupy Koweit without vary much trouble. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) HL A, PHILLIPES. 





No. 30. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received January 16.) 


(No. 8) 

(elegraphic)  P. Constantinople, January 16, 1902. 
LEARN from the Minister for Foreign Affairs that, according to a telegram 

received two days ago by the Grand Vizier from the Vali of Bassorah, the Emir 

Thn Reschid has already returned to his usual residence in the Nejd. 
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No. 31. 
Sir N- O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Recetved January 20.) 
(No. 9.) 
(Telegeaphie.) Pp. 
FOLLOWING received from Mr. W 
him that Thad bee 


ople, January 20, 1903 
my telegram informing 


told by Towfike Pasha arrived in Nejd — 


T have of Emir, 
battalior a cue that the Turkish 
Tage and 2 t Hamsieh. Another 


battalion from Safwan has ge i 
Pattalion from Safran haw gy f Gulf about four hours’ sail 





Question asked in the House of Commons, Janvary 21, 1902 

Mr. J, O'Kelly (Roscommon, N.), k the Uude 
the satis quo at KoWeil constituted 
Turkish Ewpiro by Groat Br 
‘Turkinh Government, 


rotary for Foreign Affhirn whether 


sud whethoe auy protat had bask ade yt 


v have beon mutual requests for 
Turkish nuthorities and of the British naval ‘officers, a 
status quo ix maintained on either side, The words hi 
is sugaonted in the question 


the reported action of the 


an agreement to preserve the 
have, of course, no such meaning ae 





No. 33, 


Teufk Pasha to Anthopoulo Pasha 


2) 

I un Ncent télégramme du Vali di Bas hs, beschic 
ta rnradence A Hall. Te af dG avsg ie N. OConor” Yaullee 
du ‘Ministre des Affaires Etrangires pour le “ 
débarqués A Koweit, Pour 


ee eee 


No, 3. 


nicated by Anthopouto Pash 
January 22, 1902.) mi 


bn Reschid  regagné 
Veuilles insister aupris 
rembarquement immédiat des canons 


India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received! Jenuery 28.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for Indir 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, 

information of the Secretary of 


forwards herewith, for th 
he State, copy o 
from the Viceroy, dated the 22nd January, respecting Kewell oY © ® telegram 


India Office, January 23, 1902, 
——— 
Taclosure in No. $4. 


presents his compliments to the Unders 
hy direction of Lord George Hamilton, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphio, 
* " 7 muary 22, 1902 
as Liaw NG telegram received from Bushire, dated aist —""4"? *% 1902 
att zeves of Kowelt from Bussoral is to effect that tatialion has been moved 


Ww 


from Schwan to Umr, on inlet of sea about four hours’ sail from Koweit. Wratislaw 
says that this move stated to be due to bad water at Schwan, Senior Naval Offi 
informed. ‘Two battalions from Samawa are at Mamsieh, between Nasrich and Zobeyr 
No news of Emir of b 





Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Somer ; Foreign Office, January 28, 1902. 

THE Turkish Ambassador communicated yostonlay'n telegram from his Govern 
ment, of which copy is inclosed herewith, stati 
from the Vali of Bussorah, the Emir of Najd had already r 
and desiring him to press for the immodiato re-emba 
Kowcit. 

Lord Lansdowne informed Anthopoulo Pasha, in reply, that the 
reembarked if the British authorities on tho spot confirmed the statement that the 
dangor of an attack on Koweit was at an end, Tam directed by his to 
request thst the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will inform him v 
‘guns are still on shore at Koweit. fee 

(Signed) ‘1. H. SANDERSON. 





No. 86. 
Anthopoulo Pasha to the Marquess of Lanudowne—(Reccived Janvary 26.) 


St. Clair, Grant Parade, Eastbourne, 
Mon cher Sir Th. Sanderson, F 
TALI regu ici A Vinstant mame 
cernant !'éloignement de I'Prnir 
Pridre de le communiquer & son 


dja ct que je m‘emprase do yous envoyer aveo 
mee Jo Stargate de Lanedowae 
Vouilles, &e. 
(Signs) ' ©, ANTHOPOUL0. 


Inclosure in No. 36. 


Trwfik Pasha to Anthopouto Pasha, 
(Nélégraphique.) 
LA suite d'un télégramme du Vali de Bassorab, je vous informe pour votre 
maverne quTin Rachid est ronda dernitrement A’ Karahin, localité isc A une 
listance de 124 heures do Bassorah. 





No. 87. 
Admiralty to Foreign Offce.—(Received January 25.) 


(Gontidentiat 
ir, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 23nd instant respecting the question of the 
reembarkation of the British guns landed at Koweit, I am commanded by my Lords 


munissioners of the Admiralty to transmit herewith, for the information of the 
of State, a deeypher of telegraphic ‘correspondence which has passed 


Admiralty, January 24, 1902 


between this Department and the Commander-in-chief on ‘the East Indies Station on 
the subject, observing that the result of the Rear-Admiral’s inquiry will be commu 
‘ated to the Foreign Office as soon as received. 

(ss) ¥ 





SSE oe 





add that Admiralty telegram No. 7 was sent cor juent on Foreign 
munication of the 17th instant, inclosing copy of Siz N. O-Conos's telegram 
». 8 of the 16th idem. 
Iam, &. 
(Signed) ©. I. THOMAS, pro Sec. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 37. 


Admiralty to Rear-Admiral Bosenguet. 


(Tolegraphic,) Admiralty, Janwary 18, 1902. 

HITS Majesty's Minister at Constantinople learns that telegram has been received 
by Porte from Vali of Bussorah stating Emir had arrived at Nejd. Is this confirmed 
ocally, and, if so, have gans been withdrawn from Jebara ? 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 87. 


Rear-Admiral Bosanquet to Admiralty. 
(Tetographie.) January 19, 1902, 
YOUR No. 7. 
Report not yet confirmed, but I am inquiring. 





No, 88. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lanadowne.—(Recvived January 26.) 


(No, 11.) 
(Telogeay Constantinople, January 26, 1902, 
FoLu min received from His Majesty's Conwl, Bursorah, dated 
0. 10 of the 25th — 


Consul-General, Bushiro, ia informed by Sheikh that he has been summoned to 
appear peronally oF by deputy to answer suit brought by bin nephews in the Civil 
Busvorah, and doonan protection in consequence. 
wn bo no question as to the competence of tho Turkish Courts, and 
likely to go by default if the Sheikh faile to put in an appearance. He 
siiot indefinitely postpone wettlement with his nephews, and, in my opinion, will gain 
thing by ignoring the proceedings Later on wo might interfere, if necemary, to 
ippove Illegal judgment, 

Yusuf seoms to bo quite irreconcilenblo, and I have failed to como to terme with 

him or even to learn what hia torms are," 


I ac i. Mr. Wratislaw’s opinion. b a 
The Sheikh can equally well appeal whether he in represented by a deputy or 
wa judgment, to go by default, but if represoated: by an iotelligent Yawryer-be wil 
have more chance of succeeding. Tho suit must be decided by Ottoman law, I fear, as 
itis ove of real estate 
Though the action of the Turkish authorities gives me no solid ground for 
1 can toll Towlik Pasha that he had agmured me that Sheikh weld not be 


sted, and that summoning him at the present moment befure a Turkish Tribunal 
pecana Tike an attompt to intidate him. 





No, 39, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O’Conor. 


(No. 11) 
(Telogesphic.) P. 
SHEIKH of Koweit’s law-suit. 
Your Exeellency’s telegram No. 11 of to-day’s date. 


Foreign Office, Jenvary 25, 1902. 


No, 37°, 
Foreign Office to Anthopoulo Pasha. 


y dear Ambassador, Foreign Office, January 25, 1902. 
MY ScD LANSEOWNE desires me to thnk you for the telogram you have 
forwarded to mo as to the movements of the Emir of Neji, and to tell yoit that we 
have just heard fro enior Naval Officer in tho Persian Guif that the ‘guns landed 
at Koweit have been re-ombarked. It is clear, hiowover, from his telogram that the 
movements of the Emir’s forces and of the Turkish regular troops in tho vicinity of 

continue to cause anxiety Thavo, &¢ 
(Signed) "), H. SANDERSON 
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agree that Sheikh Mubarak should be represented by a competent deputy, and 
should not ignore the proceedings. 

This is evidently another attempt to disturb the status quo which we have loyally 
supported, and you may speak strongly to Minister for Foreign Affairs in the sense 
proposed by you. 





No. 40. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received January 28.) 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Admiralty, January 27, 1902. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transm: 
the information of the Secretary of State for Forcign Affairs, copy of a telegram, 
dstod the 25th January, from Admicalty to Commander-in-chiet, East Indies, and of 
the reply, dated the 20th Jannary, respecting alairs at Kowet 
am, &e. 
(Signed) | EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 40. 
Admiralty to Rear-Admira! Bosanquet, 
(Telographic.) Admiralty, January 25, 1902. 
WITH reference to your telegram of the 24th January, re Kowelt, report date 
guns reombarked, and, without questioning propriety of action of Senior Naval 
Oflcor, ascertain the rensons which induced hiea to withdraw them. 
Inclomum 2 in No. 40. 
Rear-Admiral Boxanquet to Admiralty. 


Bombay, January 26, 1902. 


ported to have arrived at his capital. 
he main difficulty now is, what aro procisely Sheikh’s 
boundaries on Amir snd Turk’s side ? 





No. A. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Receioed January 28.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosurss in a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary, Calcutta, of the Tith Jananty, relating to the naval 
Report on the recent visit of the Nakib of Bussorah to Koweit. 


India Office, January 27, 1902. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 41. 
Liestenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 
(Confidential) Bushire, December 21, 1901. 


THAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government ‘of India, 
copy of the Report submitted by the Senior Naval Officer in the Persian Gulf to the 
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Vommanderin-chiet, in conneetion with the recent visit of the Nakib of Bussorah te 
oweit. 

T also forward translated copies of certain letters, with inclosures, addressed to me by 
the Sheikh of Koveet, and of my replies oa 


Inclosure 2 in No. 41. 
Captain Simons to Rear-Admire! Bouanguet. 


Kovcit, December 14, 1901 
y telezrnins as to my recent proceediogs in connection with the 

Visit of the Nakib of Bussorab to Koweit in the Turkish sloop ‘* Zuhaf,” I beg to report 
that on the 30th November, when “ Pomone” was at Roshar, the “Sphinx” and 
breast™ being at Koweit, the Political Resident at Bushire informed me that the ** Zubal 
bad Teft Fao with the Nakib of Bussorah for Kowelt, conveying (he heard) a threatenio 
communication for the Sheikb from the Sultan, and, after visiting the Resident as 
telegruphing the wows and my intended departure to you, I proceeded immediately to 

oweit. a 

yz The “Pomone” arrived at Koweit at no 

“ Zobai,” whieh came in about two hours afterwards, fying « at the 

The guard was turned up in “ Pomone and “* Redbreast” (the “ Sphinx” baving 
ain for Bushire on the 30th), and the usual courtesies exchanged; but I waited to 
salute until I kiew who was on board and if he would visit the " Pomone.” The “ Zubaf" 

‘anchored about a mile from the English ships, and was boarded by my First Lieutenant, 
Licutenant Hnnd, as officer of the guard, % 

8. Lieutenant Hand, in accordance with my directions, gave my compliments, asked 
who was on board and his rank, and sald 1 would pay my respects at once and hoped 
to salute with the proper number of guns later on. He also asked the reason of the 
Pasha’ visit, Io was informed the Nakib of Buwors was on board; and) on asking 
to sce him, the Nakib stated that ho wax flying » Pasha’s flag, as he was representia 
the Sultan on a miiston to the Sheikh of Rowelt the particulars of which were private 
and could not be stated, He did not want a salute: he wax landing at once and could 
Hot wait for tho Captain of the “Pomone’s" visit. He was accompanied by the 
Vali of Busorah’s brother, Lieutenant Hand then informed Nakib that I hoped: the 
“Zabat" would not attempt to land any troops or armed men, such 9x a guard of honour, 
10 T hod orders not to permit itz and he replied that. there were. no troops n board, and 
no guaed of honour was required in Koweit, which was a Turkish place. 

4. Licuteriant Hand then retuned to “Pomone,” and reported the result of his 
visit to mo; and I proceeded at once to “Zuhaf,” but the Pasha's flag was struck, and 
the Nakib, accompanied by the Vali’s brother, was in the boat on their way ashore when 
J reached the “Zubat” ; I commtmnicated, howover, with the Nakib, said I had como 
to pay my respects and oped he would return my visit on board, when I should salute 
him,” also requested that “ Zubaf” would not attempt to land troops or armed men ; 

replied that * Zobat™ had no troops, and if time permitted he would return my visit. 

He then proceeded on shore, where he bas « house; and I returned to “ Pomone.” ‘The 
‘Turkish officer of the guard subsequently returned Lieutenant Hand’s visit, bat the Nakibs 
did not return mine; nor did the Captain of the  Zuhaf” (a Commander) call upon me 
during their stay. 

5. Tdid wot consider it advisable to shift berth and anchor near “Zobaf" nor to 

teh ber with search-lights at night; but in order that T might be sure she landed no 
armed men, a carefal watch was kept on her by day from the ship, and a guard boat 
Us uchored fairly near her after dark during her stay, returning to’ Pomone™ before 
layligh 

6. Next day, the 2ud December, the Queen's birthday, the ships were dressed ; and 
 Pomone” fired a Royal salute at ncon. ‘The “ Zubaf™ dressed ship aleo, but is pot 2 
saluting ship, and Isent a Lieutenant to thank the Captain for his courtesy. On the 
same day the Sheikh informed me that the Nakib had presented him with a letter con 
fhining telegraphic orders from the Sultan that he must either go to Constaativople to be 

‘member of the Council of State on a high salary, or leave Koweit and live elsewhere on 
@ peusion given him, and requesting an early reply. The Sheikh was very much upset 
at this, the second threatening telegram he has received recently from the Sultan, though 
his Agent at Bussorah had forewarned him some days before about it; and he had 
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written on the 30th November by the “Sphinx” to the Politicat Resident, Bushire, asking 
if such a message came what he was to say, and if the British Government would help 
hhim, and stating that if the British Government did not check and stop the action of the 
Tarks, he would have to join thems. ‘The Captain of the “ Redbreast” and myself visited 
the Sheikh, and informed him that he would undoubtedly be supported ; but he was much 
depressed and said that, although he wished for a British Protectorate and to carry out his 
agreement with the British, he hnd not yet got any definite assurance from the Political 
Resident at Bushire, in writing, that the British Government would protect him ; and if 
be did not get one, he would hnve to make terms with the Turks, whose troops were close 
to, and of whom he was afraid. Eventually, on my advice, he decided not, to reply at 
‘once, bnt to ask for some days to consider his answer, during which a roply to his letter 

¢ would arrive, and the British Government could be come 
‘manicated with by telegram and an answer received. 

of the 3rd December, the Sheikh accordingly visited the 

‘and obtained three days’ grace to consider his reply, the Nakib at the same time info 
him that if he accepted a Turkish Protectorate all would be well, and lie could 
Femain at Koweit, some Turkish soldicts, of course, being stationed there, ‘The Captain 
of  Redbreast" and I visited the Sheikh on his return from the Nakib, and it was 
arranged that “ Redbreast ” should proceed st once to Bushire with a telegram for yourself 
‘and the Admiralty, and letters from the Sheikh and mysclf to the Resident, also a copy 
of my telegram to you and Nakib’s letter. ‘ Redbroast” accordingly left at 1°50 r.at. 
with orders to await the Government's reply and bring it over at once, 

8, Previous to. the “Redbreast ” leaving, however, the likeliiood of the Nakib 
changing his mind about the three days or the Goveroment's answer not arriving in time 
‘wos discussed, and the Coptain of “Redbreast ” and I endeavouted to get the Shetkh to 
agree to aay, in such a case, thut ho could not reply #0 xoon, but must have time to con 
Ader, or to give some other evasive reply ; but this he would not undertake to do, maying 
the Sultan would consider it a refusal, and punish a case ho was not supported by 
the British Government ; finally, however, he agroed not to make] rms with the Turks 
before the English Government's answer was received, if I threatened to bombard Koweit 
ithe did so, as the Sultan could not then blamo hin, 

9, Next day, ou the morning of the 4th Degomber, as 1 had thought wax probable, 
and possibly duc fo  Redbreast’s" departure, the Nakiby sent to say he had changed bix 
mind, and could not give the Sheikh any more time to consider hie reply. He wishod to 
leave’ Bussorah that night, and although the Sheikh agai tried vo obtain time, the Nakib 
‘would not grant it. An appointment was, therefore, made for the Nakib that afternoon 
At the Sheikh's house ; und Y again endeavoured, in the forenoon, to parwuade the Sheikh 
© give an evasive reply, but with to effect. 

10, At 2-10 in the afternoon the * Sphinx" arrived with an answer to the Shoikb's 
letter of the 30th from the Resident, who asked me to inform Sheikh that he hnd 
telegraphed to the British Government for instructions, and a mote definite assurance of 
Support to Sheikh, but meanwhile the Sheikb could rely on the British Government's 
Support for the maintenance of the integrity of Koweit against the Turks, ax he had 
already informed the Sheikh by their orders last August. ‘The Sheikh, however, was ot 
Aatisfied with this reply, having hoped for an answer in writing from the Resident as to 
further definite British support; and he consequently refused to undertake to reply himself 
evasively to the Sultan's message, but wished to say that I would not let him reply, and 
&s this courte ap) the only one practicable to keep him from committing himsel!, 
T agreed to it and Captain Phillips, of the “ Sphinx,” Lieutenant Hand and myself attended 
the interview between him and the Nakib, which’ shortly afterwards took place, and in 
wbich he stated { would not let him reply, and I confirmed his statement, justifying my 
action on the grounds of the Sultan's two threatening telegrams being a violation of his 
agreement with the British wo at Koweit, which called 
for my interference. The Nal 


Signalman who was making a sigoal from the shore to the ship, distant 25 miles, used by 

permission the Sheikh’s fingstaff (the only one there was) and Koisted the scwaphore flax 

Instead of the Sheikh's, which was observed by the Vali’s bgother, who asked if the British 
[isis] re 








flag was hoisted already. ‘The circumstance was explained, however, to him, and the Nakib 
scomed quite satisfied. Another Bagstaff bas since been put up for signalling purposes. 
‘The Vali's brother also remarked that they had got no answer from the Sheikh, whieh 
they came for, and I am inclined to think he was sent to look after the Nakib, the latter 
boing an Arab, and not a Tork, and also a friend of Sheikh Mubarek’s, 

‘The “Redbreast” returned on the Gth with the Admiralty telegram of the 

tant, which I read to the Sheikh, and which gave him great satisfaction; 
and subsequently the “Sphinx” returned 'on the 7th with a letter for the Sheikh 
from the Resident, embodying the sabstance of the telegram, and which he read to all his 
principal men, 

13, Nothing of importance has since occurred here, but in consequence of this visit. 
of the Nokib, and the proximity of Turkish troops near Bussorab, I am, as already 
reported by telegram of the Sth December, preparing to defend Koweit, at 
six dhows for Spr. and two for 

asked for are sent up. ng on f defence mapped out by and 
already reported to you by Captain Field in his telegroms of the 27th September and the 
‘29th September ; and the Sheikh has made two or three shelter-trenches with his men, 
‘under instructions from “Pomone,” in order that they may know how to eonsteuct the 
others quickly if required, the lines for which are all agreed on; but no mote are being 
made at present, and no guns have been landed or armed men; positions for guns have, 
however, been selected. 

14. Owing to the shallow water and sand-hills, and consequent long range of shelle 
fire from ships, the town being unwalled and on the mainland, and the Arabs 
undisciplined, all that could be expented would be to delay the Turks taking the town if 
they attacked ; and only troops oF other measures elsowhere would prevent occupation, as 
Thave alrendy telegraphed, 

forwarding a copy of this letter to the Resident, Bushire. 


Inctosure 3 in No. 41, 


Sheikh Mubarek to Licutenant-Colanel Kembatt 
(Truostation.) 
(Aiter compliments.) lat Shaban, 1319 (December 3, 1901), 
T SENT you @ letter by the Captain of the “Sphiox” on the 19th Shaban 
{Jot December), in which T stated that the “ Zubat"” was expected hore with the Nakib of 
jussorub, and Mir Allai Najib Bog, brother of the Vali of Bussorab, 


‘The said vessel, with the above officials on board, arrived on Sunday at 2¥.t. On 
Monday, the Nakib sent me a letter and copy of « telegram received from Constantinople. 
T have also received a letter from the Vali of Bussorah, brought by his brother: 
Najib Bee 


Tinclose copies of the above-quoted telegram and of Vali's letter, ‘They have asked 
for reply, and I crave your protection. We—ée., myself, my children, my subjects, and 
my country—have placéd ourselves under your charge. 

Thave no reply to give them which may satisfy them, so ain awaiting your instruc- 
tions. They will not perhaps stay here more than another day and so they want a reply. 
Af at this junoture I do not see (any action) on your part to remove these troubles, f shall 
have no alternative but to join them (Turks). 


Tnelosure 4 in No. 41. 
Ibn Muhammad Mostafa Noori to Sheikh Mubareh. 


(Traoalation.) 12th Tiahrin Sani and 15th Shaban, 1319 
(After compliments.) (November 27, 1901). 

YOUR letter, dated Sth Shaban (14th November, 1901), congratulating meon my 
arrival has been received, and T am much obliged. 

‘We pray to God that He may make all of us servé the Sultan in a manner satisfactory 
to Him, and this will save [? us) both io this and the other world. 

T have perused the reply which you had sent through the Nokib when he frst visited 
you, We sent copy of that letter to the Sultan. Consequently an order has azain been 
‘ssued wt Constantinople which you must obey. 


I send my brother, Amir Allai Najib Beg, to yor, and, in consideration of Islamisut 
and brotherhood, I trust you will listen to the advice and assurances which he (Najib 

) gives you, so that you may always be ina state which may be pleasing to the 
Sultan, and may you always be in happinees ! 


Inclosure 5 ia No, 41. 


Bash Katib-el-Mabain to the Vali of Bussorah. 

(Translation. 

Ty ic cocoa of the Slt 

rth of the Sultan— : 
Tull the Nakib: of Bussorah to endeavour to convince Sbelkh Mubarck that be 
must behave io the same way s tho Sheikhs (Chiefs) of those parts. Sheikh 
Mubarek must either agree to come to Constantinople and be attached to the Governe 
ment Court, or agree to reside in a part near us, and there is assurance of good living and 


peace for hiro. 


8th Tishrin Sani (November 23, 1901). 


Inclosure 6 in No. 41. 


‘Sheikh Muburek (o Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball. 
(Transiation.) ¥ 
apliments.) ‘lot Shaban, 1319 (December 3, 1901 ) 
(anes ODA Se Ala Najib Pasha (brother of Vali of Bussorah) and the Nakib of 
Bussorah told me that what woul! make the Sultan stint with me and allow mo te 
remain i without an enemy, and give me a Parman,” is should 
Tandon the Brith Government and thet Tstould rota “a few soldiers (Askars) in 
Koweit, so as to be » Turkish Government sign at Koweit. ‘The soldiers to remain 
under ay orders and not to interfory with Koweit. That if T do not agree to these 
terms, they (Turks) will send me out of Koweit. ‘That they would send troops against 
‘me on account of my friendship with the British Government. ‘They asked for a 
reply, and I have asked and obtained three days’ grace from to-day within which to 
ive them 4 reply, after consulting with my people. They are pressing for the reply. 
ait your instructions. 
writs T hove alvendy sated in miy previous letter of this datos myself, my children, 
my subjects, and my country are under British, and seok your protection. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 41, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Sheikh Mubarck, 
(Translation. 


i December 6, 1901. 

liments i 
(ates IRV sonived tho letters which you havo sent me reyanding the visit of the 
‘Nakib and the message from Constantinople which he brought you. When I came 
to see you in the month of August I conveyed to you a message from my Government, 
the terms of which you will doubtless remember. ‘This message should, in my opinion, 
be sufficiont to allay your present doubts. I havo now telegraphed the present state 
of affairs to my Government, and have told them what you have written tome. TL hope 
to receive a reply very shortly. Meanwhile, I can only tell you that the Turkish 
Government have niade a distinct promise to the British Government that the statur quo 
in Koweit shall be ad. The present action of the Turkish Government seems to 
me to be directly contrary to this promise, and my advice to you is that you should tell 
the Nakib that you require ample time to consider the matter, and, further, that it is 
not to he expected that an immediate reply ean be given to an Grder of 30 peremptory & 
ature which requites you to leave your own country. You will, in my opinton, be 
perfectly within your right in refusing to give an immediate reply in 80 Important @ 
‘matter, and I strongly counsel you to be patient, No! harm ean come to you from cr 
and it will be « great pity if you Lake any hasty action now, the consequences of w! 


You may have afterwanis to regret. 








bra 


Inclosure 8 in No, 41 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Sheikh Mubarek. 

(Translation, 
(After compliments.) December 6, 1901 

__ IN continuntion of my letter of yesterday's date, which I sent you by His Majesty's 
ship “ Redbreast,” I write to inform you that I have now received, for communication 
to you, a message from my Government. I haye asked the Senior Naval Ofloce 
to he $0 good as to communicate this message to you. You will see from this that m 
Government are prepared to support you, and will not allow an attack by Turkish 
troops or ships on Koweit. My Government does not wish you to leave Koweit, 
but desires that you should continue to observe your engazement with them. T trust 
that this will satisfy you, and that any cause for anxiety which you may have will be 
removed. ° 





No. 42. 


India Office to Foreign Office. (Received Janvary 28.) 


‘THR UndorScorctary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under. 
Seorotary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by dirvetion of Lom George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for tho information of ‘tho Secretary of State, copy of telogramn 
from the Viceroy, dated the 28th January, on the subject of Koweit affairs, 


India Offee, January 28, 19 


Inclosure in No, 42. 


Goernment of Inia to Lert @. Hamilton, 


(Telegraphic) 

‘OWEIT, Senior Naval Officar Persian Gulf telographs 23nd January -— 
“Report by camel messenger Amir five days west from Koweit among 2 

tribes, not in Neji, Gunn re-cmbarked, ‘Turks ‘advanced and cocupied. me 

40 miles north-north-east from Koweit on the Khore Abdulla, which Sheikh 

his territory as well as Safwan, and uses asx his port for Bussorah.” 


January 28, 1902. 





No. 43. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—{Received January 30.) 


& 12) 
enphio.) P, 
OWEIT. Shoikh's lawsuit, 
Following from Wratislaw, Bussomah, dated yestertlay:— 
“ Judgment hay been given by Court ordering Sheikh’s stats nt Kutigein, botwoen 
eon oy Fao, cs = handed over to hit nephews,  Shoikh’s idea seoms to be to get 
ight tho case diplomatically and ignore local proceedin, omen 
Wo should mak * opposition’ at once and have eae ecard. es | “minis Mewever 


Constantinople, January 30, 1902. 





No. 44. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received February 3.) 


(No. 29. Confidential.) 
fy Lord, Constantinople, January 27, 1902. 
your Lords 


chosen for bringing 
nd for summoning the 
Sheikh of Koweit to appear in person or by deputy before the civil Tribunal of 
Bussorah. He also admitted that, taken with the recent intrigues of the Nakib and 
other circumstances, it would have tho appeirance of an attempt to intimidate 
Mubarek and be regarded by him as a sort of reprisal for his friendly attitude towards 
His Majesty's Government. P 

‘Tewfik Pasha supposed, however, that the suit lind eon instituted by the Sheikh's 
Rephews, and he thought it would be difficult for the Ottoman Government to inter- 
fare with the action of the judicial authorities and_ the plaintf’s application unless 
howd were prepared to give the latter pecuniary compensation for withdrawing 

suit. 

He said he would speak to the Grand Vizier on the subject, and ho hoped that 
ome means would be found of delaying further action ut present, 

T also referred to the news received fom cur Senior Naval Officer at Koweit, 
dated the 28rd instant, stating that the Emir of Nejd was reported to be within 
5 miles of Koweit, and ‘that the Turkish troops wore oooupying Emgur and Safwan, 
Places said to be within the territory of the Sheik 

__ His Excellency soemed altogether incredulous as to the Emir's prosenco in the 
Vicinity of Koweit, and ropeated the statemont ho tad made to me on the 21at instant 
to the offoct that’ the Grand Virier had received nows of his aerival at Hail. He 
romised to make inquiries at the Grand Vixierate at once, nnd would lot me know if 
0 statements I had reported wero corroborated. He believed the country to be 
wt all about Koweit, and he did not recollect either Emgur or Safwan on the map 
With which ho was familiar. Indood, tho Ministor of Justice, Abdurrahman Pasha, 
Who bad beon in thone parts for yours, described the neighbourhood of Kowelt as 
m wilderness which wax of uso to no one, 
‘The Minister had not received any report from Costaki Pasha reporting the 
we of your Lordship respecting your anxiety at the presence of tho Emir and 
Ottoman troops in the vicinity of Kowoit, It is, however, most desdmble iat the 
Ambassador should not confine himself in roporting your Lordship's langunge to thovw 
Temarks which he thinks will be agreeable to tho Sultan, 

T found an opportanity in the course of conversation of making the Minister 
aware, confidentially, of tho overtures made by Rusaians to Aubsrek “His Rxcallency 
had already some inkling of the matter, and 1 ind only to fill up the gaps to give 
completo story, which ho wil report o tho Palace, 3 

fe had Jearnt from Costaki Pasha of the Russian proposals to the Emir of Nejd j+ 
‘and I suspoct that the Russian Embassy has already had cognizance of Costaki Pasha's 
telegraphic report. 
Lhave, &o. 


(Signed) —N. R. O'CONOR. 





No. 45. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O' Conor. 


hic) P. Forcign Office, February 3, 1902. 
“SHEIGU of Kowsit’s lawsuit: Your Excelicucy’e tdegeam Nor 1s ofthe 
30th ultimo. 7 
squodlit Msiesty’s Government could hardly give their support to the Sheikh in 
fgvoring the decision of the Turkisk Courts in regard to landed property under 
ish jurisdiction. 
(isis) uw 


(No. 14.) 
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Even if thle Sheikh were formally under British protection this wo c 
to the Treaty engagements of Great Britain a Ee 
As we have very little information it would be desirable that His Majesty's 
Consul at Bussorah should furnish as som as possible a full report mm te tie segs 
and nature of the Sheikh's landed interest, and also an account of the legal pro- 





No. 46. 
Sir N. O'Canor to the Marquess of Lanadowne.—(Received February 4.) 


(No. 18.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, Februar 
FOLLOWING from Wratislaw, Bussorab, dated the Sed fatante Ne, 18 
iim putes Reported that the Nejd has boon successfully raided by the son of 
bn Foysal, and it now seems that Riadh has been occupied by him, "Abu Satch i 
said also to have raised a foree int Syzia, and to he raiding Emirs tribes from the 
"If Shoikh does not make opposition to judgment, I bolievs his nephews intend to 
sito the cto by fore, and hare already collected mea fr this pu nes. 
he mian mentioned in Sir R, Rodd's tologram to your ‘Lontship, No. 82 
the Oth Octobor, is this Abu Saleh. ae peer Seago ee ee 
T tologeuphed to. Russom on the i the Resident at 
~ should strongly waen Sheikh not to allow My to mid Emirs country, 
pil to advise dim to make oppenition to judgment bofore expiration of the logal term. 
i he appeals subsequently to a ” Yourt the final dectsion will be deferred. for 
long, as the ease would allimataly be heard hore or at Bagdad, abd pending this final 
decision T could probably iaduce the Porte to prevent the nephows stizing tho estate 





No, 47, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 6,) 
Ynder-Socrotary of State for Tnilla presoute his compliments to the Unie 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, nnd, by dinsotion of ‘Loed Georg Ths flo 


forwanls herewith, for the information of the Secretary of St 
r 5 nf ho Secretary of State, copy of a teley 
fron tho Viceroy, dated the 4th February, rgarding Kaweit affair, =? * “stm 


India Office, February 5, 1908. 


——— Ree eee 
Tnclosure in No. 47. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Welegraphie,) February 4, 1909. 
KOWEIT. In answor to inquiry made in connection with telegrams a 
you on 28th January, Kemball telographs 31st January as followas=" a 

“Boundary of Koweit is quite uncertain, and Wratislaw thinks that Shoikh’s 
claims to Umkase Schwan could not be maintained. When I last saw Sheikh he ted 
me that Sehwan was his, and he based his claim on fact that Bedouins there owed. 
allegiance to him. | Bedouins, howéver, always change their habitation and allegiance, 
and I doubt whether Sheikh’s claim to Schwan at any rate could be maintained. 
‘Ther is no doubt, however, that movement of Turks is intended to frighten Mubarak 
and to him off from communication jith Bassora.” 





A group has fillen oot Evidently “eat” 


No. 48, 
India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received February 7.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Lond George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information’ of the Secretary of State, copy of a telogram 
from the Viceroy, dated tho 7th February, relating to aifairs at Koweit. 


India Office, February 7, 19 


Inclosure in No. 48. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Telographie.) February 7, 1902, 
MY telegram of ath : Kowoit. 
Kemball telegraphs 4th as follows := 
Tam yery doubtful whether Turkish occupation of Umkasr should not be 
objected to by us on plea that it is belonging to Sheikh of Koweit. Tt appears to 
be on Khor Abdulla, and Sheikh says that he uses it as his port for Bussorah. I am 
frying to get more dofinite proof of ownership. In any caso, I consider that further 
advance should be prohibited. As I believe that ‘Turks intend to advance nearer the 
sos, I think it would be well to send gun-boat up the Khor Abdulla and Khor Subbiyeh 
(6ce sheet 73 of survey map of South-west Asia), whence it_may be possible to 
ascertain correct position of place and where Turks really are. Question Is important, 
ax I believe it poastble that a place on the Khor Abdulla may be intended for terminus 
af German railway, Do you approve my proposal to send gun-boat up these Khors ? " 
Kemball’s proposal seems reasonable, Please telegraph if you agree, Tt is for 
‘consideration whether Turkey should not be pressed to withdraw troops from Koweit 
honier; so long as they remain where thoy aro, we cunnot withdraw our ships. 





No. 49, 


Sir N. O'Goor (0 the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Recvived Febritarg 8) 


icc) Pe Constantinople, February 8, 1902. 
“ROWE, ‘Occupation of Uiikasr and Sefwan. Your Loriship's telograms 
Nos. 15 and 16, 

I shottld hesitate in making formal demand for withdrawal of Turkish troops 
without further information in view of Wratislaw's doubts as to Sheikh’s right to 
mkast and Sefwan ; but if your Lordship approves, T will inform Towilk Pasha that 
His Majesty's Government are obliged to send gun-boat to the Khors Abdulla and 
Subbiyeh in view of this forward movement, which is, moreover, contrary to our 
vunderstandi Tt is important to hinder their coming down to tho sea, and the 
Presence of a gati-boat will prevent this even if we do not succeed in prevailing on the 
‘Ottoman Government to withdraw their troops. 





No. 50. 
Foreign Office to Tadin Office. 
Foreigh Opice, Febrairy 8, 1903. 


{Comtitentiat) 
it, 


__ L HAVE laid before the Marquess of Lanstowine your fetter of the 7th instant, 
inélosing a telegram from the Viceroy of Initia on the subject of Koweit. 

In this telegram the Viceroy forwards and supports a, suggestion of Gétotel 
Kemball that a British gun-boat should be sont up the Khor Abdulla and Khor 
Subbiych with a view of ascertaining the correct position of Umkast ns wall as the 
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whereabouts of the Turkish troops; and his Excellency further observes that it is a 
Tratter for consideration whether Turkey should not be pressed to withdraw her troops 
from the Koweit bordc 


Tam to state, for the information of the Sccrefary of State for India, that 
Lard Lansdowne sees no objection to sending a British gun-boat as proposed, provided 
that her visit is merely for the purpose of observation and report 

I om, further, to inelose copy of a telegram from Ti 
Constantinople, coutaining his Excellency's olservat 
which was repeated to him. 

Lord Lansdowne concurs in Sir N. O'C jon 
the withdrawal of the Turkish troops would be inespedient, 
of the representation to the Porte suggeste 


fous on the Viceroy’s message 


od im his Ex: 


(Signed) 





No. 51. 


Gonenl Weatislawe to Sir N. O'Conor.—(Reeeiced at the Foreign Office, February 11) 
(No. 1. Confidential.) 
Sir, Bussorah, January 

WITH referonce to my telegram No, 4 of the 7th January, 1 have the Ye 
report that, according to the last news I have been ab mn Rese 
ments, he had reached Ellnkteh, about two days’ journey from Zobeir, He 
be proceeding to the Rahimich Welly, in the Toaloh dist ugh which the 
frontier between Nojd and Kowoit runs, Rahimich isn: 
be truo the Emir ix practically roturning to his former p 

T have not been able to obtain any confirmation of the statement of the Minister 

Aifhirs that Ibn Reschid is on his way back to Nejd. Locally he ix not seppe 
ny intention of returning: home, but it is said that, though he may respect 
the Sultan to refrain from attacking Mubarck, he will for some time yet continue 
tain a land blockade of Kowoit 

While at Bexjevieh, about 4 miles from Zabelr, where he stayed three days, the 
Emir was visited by many of the principal people of this place, but the Vill act 

ubir did not call upon bim in perion, not did the Emir come into the tore 

treasurer, Sebhan, however, stayed some days in Bussorah, and Yussuf-el-Ibrahic 
was continually backwards and forwards on his usual mission of stirring up miscbiet 

Six of the Emir’s slaves, who fled from him and took refage at thin Coun 
Were procured! inanumimion papers and cettifieates of Ottoman nationality in the 
four, and 1 fear that this occurrence will not render their master any better disposed 
towards us. 

OF the 4,000). which, as I reported, were paid to the Emir, 1,0002. were given in 
the form of provisions, It is rumoured that a further present of 00 rifles is to be toade 
to him, 

‘The attitude of the Turkish Government is not quite plain, noris the present V. 
Communicative regarding the instructions he receives from Constantinople as was his 
Predocessor, Mohsin Pasha. I fally believe that Ibn Reschid has been ordered not te 
Bat Koweit, and it is also probable that he has been told he bad better go home. 
But it is doubtful whether the orders, particularly the second, were given in such a 
Peremptory manner that obedience was inevitable. 

“The occupation by a battalion of Turkish soldiers of Serwan (Asfuan) would seem to 
indicate that the Sullan intends to hold effectively more of this district than be hes dene 
hitherto, and T hear further that a body of troops from Nasrich has occupied Hasusch 

ice between Nasrieh and Zobeir. Grain merchants inform me that their trade Ins 
cen Paralyzed for the moment because the Government has taken up a0 many vessels on 


pin Luplrates, and it looks as if there will be a considerable shifting of troops after 
Bairam, 


For the present the desert routes are guite 


unsafe, and yesterday a crier vas sent 
round Zobeit \o proclaim that anybody atte 


mipting to go to Koweit would assuredly be 
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is property fer yas sent by the Chief of the caravanmen, 
Eger y SRE of Ralidcl-Own, wo b the Bair ehict supporter at 


Zobeir. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. ©. WRATISLAW. 





No. 52. 
India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received February 11.) 


Secret i er is liments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for India presents his complimen ; 
Beoctany of Biata for orien Affairs, a LAs pee base baer Ha 
forwards it information of the Seoretary of Sta‘e, copies of a tele 
tobe Viceroy, vibiad the bth February, rating to afta of the Shaikh of Kowal, 


India Office, February 10, 1902, 


Inclosure in No. 
Lora G. Hamilton to Government of India 


(Telegraphic.) Indie Ofer, February 81002 

EI ict Kemball to strongly advise Sheikh to make opposition 
jg SET ct aml 1 cng dv Sa als pti 
teribualy agatast allowing his partisans to rad Emit’s territory. 


No, 53. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Reccived February 12.) 


Sir, Indi Offer, Febrvery 12,1003; 
“i is Hamilton to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
Gates tataoy sopeting toe samt sdrvoes of Tease espe in tn alge 


ee inclose a copy of a telegram which his Lordship addreswed to 


the Governor-General on the 11th instant. at 
(Signed) 


Inclosure in No, 58. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


ic India Office, February 11, 1902. 
TOURS 7th. Kowst, Kemball's propo to send szun-boat up Khors Abia 
nd Subbigeh approved, but only for purposes of obsorration and report It is nat 
‘Considered lient without further information to demand ey ls hic aie Gee 
troops, but O'Conor will inform Porte that forward movements 8 
trary to our understanding and oblige us to send gun-boat. 





No. 64. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O' Conor. 


Ga37 
phic) P, ‘ 
VE reccived your telegram No. 14 of Sth Febru crite 
EAE Teo tot Jrusication whieh you propose 49 mais to the Turkiah Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. : 
{i518} 


Foreign Office, February 12, 1902. 
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‘Tho following is the substance of a telegram which has beon sent to the Viceroy 
of India 

“Koweit. Your telegram of 7th instant. The proposal of Colonel Kemball to 
send a gun-boat to Khors, Subbiyeh, ond Abdullah, is approved, but only for the 
purpose of making observations and reporting. 

“Without further information it is not considered expedient to demand the 
withdrawal of the Turkish th 98, but Sir Nicholas O'Conor will inform the Turkish 
Government that we are obliged to send a gun-boat, as forward movements of this 
nature are contrary to our understanding.” 





No. 5b. 
India Office to Foreisgn Office —(Received February 13) 


THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 

aS Ir Viceroy, dated the 11th February, regarding the affairs of the Sheikh of 
‘owe, 


India Office, February 12, 1902. 


Tnelosure in No. 55. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphio,) re 
SLY telegram of the 7th. Koweit. cleat 
Konball tolograph 9th -— 
Sheikh says that Umkae was originally occupied by a subject of Koweit 
n inhabited by eight 
or ten tamilivs who havo been there forty years, and have always paid some sort of 
tribute to Koweit, Ile says these two placés have always been considered within the 
ix of Koweit, and have never till now been oceupied by the Turks. I think we 
might protest against Turkish occupation of thee places, and meanwhile visit of gun- 
boat may havo usoful effect, 


forty your nga, As roganls Serwun, ho mys tha it le permanently 
x 





No. 56, 
Admivelty to Foreign Office —(Received February 1) 


Sir, Admiralty, February 13, 190% 

WITH reference to your somi-oficial letter of the Sth instant, peecinaa iy 
of a tolegrans, dated the Sth instant (No, 14), from THis Majesty's Ambassador at Con- 
stantinoplo, relative to Koweit, Lam commanded by my Lords Commissionors of the 
‘Admiralty to request that you will represent to the Secretary of State, in reference 
to the proposal to send a gun-boat up Khors Abdulla and Subbiyeh, that the latter 
channel is not navigable for gun-boats, 

Tam, 8 


(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 





No. 57. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O’Conor. 


fia - 
¢ ic.) P. Foreign Office, Fe 15, 1902, 
“ROWE \ With referenice to my telegram No. 17 of February 12. x 

have received a communication from the Admiralty to the effect that gun-boats 
cannot navigate the Khor Subbiyeh. 
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No. 58, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 19.) 


(No. 56.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, February 13, 1902. 

T HAVE spoken to the Minister for Foreign Affairs in the sense of my telegram 
No. 14 of the Sth instant, as authorized by your Lordship in your telegram No. 17 of 
the 12th instant. 

‘Tewfik Pasha professed entire ignorance, which was shared by the Grand Vizier, 
fs to the occupation of Umkasr and Sahwan, the geographical position of which he 
id not even know. Assuming, however, as I was inclined to do, that they were 
places where the authority of the Sheikh of Koweit hitherto prevailed, he did not 
Gispote my point that their ocoupation was not in harmony with the understanding 
etween our respective Governments. He promised to ask the Vali of Bussorah how 
matters stood and to communicate to me bis answer as soon 2s reccived. If, however, 
Thad any latent fear in my mind that the occupation of these places was directed 
against the Sheikh and with a hostile purpose, he was most anxious to disabuse me of 
the idea. He could assure me most positively, speaking us Tewfk Pasha and not as 
Minister for Foreizn Affairs, that the Imperial Government had given up all idea of 
tttacking Kowet, and I might make my mind quite easy on this point. Twas aware, 
he ssid, that the Bagdad Railway Company proposed to continue thei 
Koweit and to make it the terminus of the railway ; but, owing to the difficulties that 
had risen with us, the Germans feared that it might give rise to complications, and, 
in one way or another, lead to the seizure by a foreign Power of a port or station in 
the Persian Gulf. They bad, therefore, taken out Koweit from their programme, but 
they had not renounced the idea of abutting on the Persian Gulf, and, when the Ottoman 
Goverament asked thesn to end the railway at Bussoral, they had invariably replied that 
thoy must got to the Gulf, ‘There was now an idea that England was bent on blocking 
thelr necess to the en, nnd, although he did not know it for a fact, it occurred to him 
that possibly the occupation of Umkasr, which 1 described as not far from the shore, 
was due to the desire to keep a free passage to the sea, Ile did not sappose that 
England intended to prevent the railways getting access to the Gulf, and ho sincerely 
hoped it was not the care, 

Y said that there was no reason for this supposition; that up to thie moment, His 
Majesty's Governinent had raised no objection to a terminal station at Koweit, and I did 
not know that they would do so, provided the railway went there with their approval and 
the consent of the Sheikh. 

T told Tewflk Pasha that, in any ease, the reports of the occupation of the two places 
Thad named was disturbing our local authorities, and that very probably a gan-boat would 
bo sent to Khor Abdallah to investizate matters, unless he was able to wall me ery soon 
that the Turkish troops had been withdrawn. 

‘There is an article in the Turkish press, translation of which I have the honour to 
inclose herewith, whieh I have reason to beliove is based on information furnished by the 
Ministry of Pablic Works, and which indicates Kazima in the Gulf of Koweit as the 
terminus of the railway. This place is, { believe, within the radius of the zone over which 
the Sheikh holds avthority, and, if Tam correct in this supposition, think it would be 
‘well that he should, without delsy, affirm his authority there. 

T have, &. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inelosure in No, 58, 


Extract from the Sabah” of February 11, 1902. 
(Translation) 
Report drawn up by the Anatolian Railway Company. 


THE new Bagdad Railway will not only be a line of more ‘than Jocal importance, but 
will in all probability be made the priocipal highway of communication and correspon 
eace between Europe, Asia Minor, and the Far East, 
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In order to secure the transport of the numbers of travellers and the large quantities 
of mails over this line, it is necessary to demonstrate the advantages of rapid means of 
‘transport which the Railway must be able to offer by providing for a service of fast trains ; 
this object can only be obtained by taking the necessary measures for constructing the 
line in a way which will permit of this special rapid service, 

In view of this construction, the speed of 35 kilom., which is stipulated for in former 
Concessions, has in this instance been replaced by new conditions, which impose the main- 
tenance of a speed whicl will practically be equal to 90, and even more, kilometres per 
hour between stations, 

It has, therefore, been necessary, in the case of this Concession, to follow the aystem 
adopted on the Prossian trunk lines. The concessioanaire is called upon to use rails 
weighing 37 kilog. 240 grammes per metre, instead of 30 kilog. ; the rails, of 12 metres in 
length, are to be of 58 kilog. 300 grammes, instead of 50 kilog., in weight, and they must 
be fixed on to ten steel sleepers. ‘The method of fastening the rails to the sleepers by 
‘means of chairs, and the streagthening of these fastenings, and which bave not been 
adopted on other lines in the country, are to be used in the building of this line, and, in 
fact, the general construction will closely follow the Prussian system in every detail. "It 
is also necessary to note that, besides the depth of ballast stipulated for in the “ Cahier 
des Charges,” millions of exten cubic metres of sand, gravel, and stone will have to be 
‘used to cover the increased breadth of the earthworks of the permaneat way. ‘The radii of 
all the curves have been increased from 275 to 600 metres, and the gradients bave been 
reduced to 18 millim., from 25 millim. and all. bridges, points, &e., are to be very solidly 
constructed. 

‘The engagements entered into by the concessionaire to establish an express 
service of trains over and above the ordinary service stipulated for in the Convention, will 
necessarily involve an inereased expenditure, both in the purchase of heavier and imore 
costly locomotives and carriages than those at present used, and also in the increased 
‘consumption of fuel. 

‘The cost of transporting building material cither from Constanstivople or from 
Bussorah, over long distances, will also involve an expenditure which will bear no compa- 


ison to that incurred on other lines. Besides, the running sof exprese traine with very fow 
iderabl 


will necessitate the permanent employment of 
along the whole tine, 

‘Apart ftom the very heavy expenditure in wages during the construction of the 
railway, it will be necessary to foresce great difficulties in procuting workmen, who will 
not easily be found in some of the of Mesopotamia; continual interruptions will 
undoubtedly oceur, owing to the inability of the men to work during the extremes of heat 
and cold, 

1c 1 most important to note that the mails from London vid Constantinople, will 
reach Bouorah ( Bombay) in ten days twenty-three and! a-balf bours, whit mals 'sent 
bby way of the Suez Canal will take fourteen days sixteen hours. Thus, allowing for a 
six hours’ delay both at Constantinople and at Kazima, the time gained by the 
route will be equal to three days and sixteen and a-balf houre. This calculation of 
time is based on the present rate of speed! of the fastest mail-boats yet built. It is there- 
fore to be foreseen that unless the Steam-ship Companies who are engaged in the 
traffic do not considerably raise the rates of passage and transport of mails, they will be 
unable to make any attempts to build vessels of greater increased speed than those at 
present in use. 

‘The rates at present charzed by these Companies are considerably in excess of those 
which the Bagdad Roilway wil deamand, vo that it can safely be predized that the greater 
portion of canal trafic will most assuredly pass over the Bagdad line. 

‘The traflic will be very great and the reveaue to be derived will necessarily be very 
‘important, and it is therefore essential that this railway should be constructed on lines 
which will enable it to cope with the demands which will be made. ‘This traffic will also 
fist over the lines of the Oriental Railway Company, s0 that the Constantinople 

to 


le night and day staff 


wa section of 562 kilom., in which the Government has a direct interest, will profit 
considerably. 

Amongst the concessions which the Company has made, it will suffice to mention the 
following =— 

‘The fires for soldiers, officers, and gendarmerie have been reduced from a third to a 
fourth, and soldiers are allowed 30 kilog. of baggage free. 

Facilities are to be given for the construction of telegraph lines by the Govern- 
‘ment, 

‘Military sidings are to be provided by the Company. 
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The Company undertakes to build, at its own expense, the ports mentioned in the 


SET pecs to be employed is, as far as possible, to be of Turkish nationality, and 


the Company undertakes to establish institutions for the instruction of employés in the 
working and management of the different branches of the railway service. 





No. 59. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received February 19.) 


ae Conatentinayle February 14, 1002, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 29, Confidential, of the 27th ultimo, Ih 
the honour to inform your Lordship that I have just received a tel rom He 
‘Majesty’s Consul at Bussorah, stating that the Vali has urged the Sheikh of Boe : 
nephews to accept arbitration, and that he also hears that the Court has been ordered to 
vee naphow pet to have rfued abivation, but, neers the rps and 
the instructions sent to the Vali show considerable goodwill on the part of the Ottoman 
Gorerament, which I propose daly acknomldsings 
Mr. Wratislaw adds that the Sheik: has sea Pees 
(Signed) N, R. O'CONOR, 





No, 60. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Recvived February 19.) 


oe m re 10, 1902 

felegraphic.) P. Constantinople, February 19, 1902 
"Gower Military Commander in Nejd bas informed Minister of War that « 
demonstration bas beon made on the coast by a British gun-boat, which bas also placed 


@ staffs on the mainland opposite the Inland of Ajeir F 
Seon of Vith Army Corps at Bussoral hns reported to Ministor of War 


that Sheikh Mubarek is inciting the Arab tribes to make « doscent on Katif, and that 
at the road between Nejd and Bussorah, 

Bet on faformed by the Grand Visier that the Ottoman Government i convioe 

is Majesty's Government would not mnction or approve these proceedings ax 

fecey to the aaqurance they had given to maintain the satus guo‘at ow, which 

ngement was not intended to prejudico Uhe territorial rights of the Sultan ; and 

Tio Hiighnose asks that “orders ‘oe sent to reatrain the Shoikh and prevont such 

seth Sheikh ought to be severely spoken to, as he is probably in collusion with the 

i ationed in my tolegram No. 13 of the 4th instant, 

mye ‘ought to take note of this appeal and ast on it; itis important, as implying 
ition of our predominant influence over the Sheikh. : 

T should be glad of definite information on the other point, though the gun-boat in 


probably only engaged in coast surveying. 





No. 61. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received February 19.) 


legrephic) P. Constantinople, February 19, 1902. 
OWEIT, Following from Mr. Weatislaw, dated the 10th :— 
“ Jon between Turkish troops and Arabs is reported to have taken place 
at Uminse iNo details have yot reachet me, but 200 soldiers, proceeding presumably 
to the scone of the incident, left here for Zobeir yesterday.” 





{asis) 








Sir, 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) 1. H. SANDERSON 





No, 03. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received February 21.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for Indin presonts his compliments to the Uniler- 
Secretary of Stato for Porolgn Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of a telegram 
tothe Vie veroy, dated the 18th February, relating to the Turkish occupation of Unkasr 
and Sefwan, 


Indla Office, February 20, 1902, 
qu __ 


Taclowure in No, 63, 
Lorit G. Hamilton to the Government of Tadia. 
(elogeaphie,) Fébruory 18, 1902. 


‘OUR forcign Scervt telegram of the 11th February. Koweit. Foreign Ofhee 
4 intimated to O'Connor opinion that grounds for protest are insullicient. 





No. 64. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office (Received Wibruary 21.) 


Sir, Admiralty, February 21, 190: 
MY Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, having hal betore thoay,yuce gter 
of the 19th instant, inclosing copy of a telegram from Sir N.O'Conor on the bject of 
aflairs at Koweit, in which it is stated that « British gun-boat has placed staffs oe 
the mainland opposite the Island of Ajoir, and lias mado a demonstration.on theesast, 
desire me to request you will inform the Socrvtary of Stato for Foreign Affaire thai 


none of His Majesty's ships are in that particular locality, but that they 1 
the Tnatan, Government ire g-veasel  Tvestigntor®” fo warvey ue "ihe hanes 
etween Bahrein Islands and the mainkind L hat reference sho 
Po made bein Tepandeand the mainland, and my Lords suggest that rofermnee should 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) ©. J. THOMAS, 


Pro, Seeretary. 
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No. 65. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquers of Lansdowne.—(Received February\23.) 


(No. 24.) 
(Telographic.) P. Constantinople, February 28, 1902. 

KOWEIT. Following received from Mr. Wratistaw, dated No. 19 of the 22nd, 
With reference to incident reported in my telegrams Nos. 17 and 20:— 

“<Tneident reported in my telegram No. 18 was quite unimportant, but the Turks 
have increased the garrison and the authorities are much disturbed by a visit to the 
place of a survey party from a British war ship, 

*T hear from Minister for Foreign Affairs that"Vali of Bussorah reports that 
Vrokasr and Sefwan ore under jurisiliction of Kaimakam of Zobeir and are close to 
that place, and that all is quiet now at Umkasr, but that fifty soldiers were recently 
sont there fo maintain onder.” 





No. 66, 


Admiralty to Foreign Office, —(Received February 24.) 


Admiralty, February 24, 1902, 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
tho information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, n copy of a telogram, 
dated the 24th instant, from the Commander-in-chief, East Indios. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ' EVAN MACGREGOR, 


Tnctosure in No. 66, 
Rear-Admiral Douglas to Admiralty. 


(Tolegeaphie.) Bombay, February 24, 1903. 

FOLLOWING tologmm reocived from Senior Naval Officer, Porsian Gulf, 
Koweit, 22nd February — 

“*8phinx’ went up Khorabdalls and roports Turks in occupation of Satwan and 
Umaer and Hoobigan, | Charts very incorrect, ‘Umass, which ip opposite north 
‘west comer of Wamba Island, has makings of very good deop-wator harbour and with 
Greater facilites for shipping and possible terminus of railway than Kowelt. Arabs 
considerably irritated at continued advance of ‘Turks. 

“*Gatinat’ (Erench) arrived 20th February and sailed to-day for Bushire.” 

(Government of India informed.) 


neta te err a an ee 
No. 67. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 21.) 


Sir, India Office, February 26, 1908. 
I AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
‘of the 19th instant, asking for his Loniship’s -abservations on Sir N. O'Conor’s 
telegram No. 19 of the same date. 
‘In reply, 1 am to state that it appesms from. the 100 forwarded with 
py covering ltter of the Le Noventer, 101 tht males had ban nod by tho 
of India on the 21st October, 1901, farithe-resurvey-of the Persian Gulls 
and it is understood that the Indian marine vessel “ Envestigator,” «hich is not a-ship 
‘of war, has been engaged on that business. . 
With regard to the Turkish complaint as to Sheikh Mubarak's proceedings, T am. 
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to request that you will draw Lord Lansdowne’s attention to the telegram addressed 
by the Secretary of State for Indin to the Governor-General on the 8th February ; and 
& inclose a copy of a further telogram which his Lordship hns now addressed io the 
Government of India, 


Inclosure in No. 67. 


Lord G, Hamilton to Goverment of India. 


(Telegraphic.) India Office, February 25, 1902 

‘TURKISH Government complains that British gun-boat has placed three stats 
on mainland opposite Island of Ajeir, and made demonstration along const. Also 
that Mubarak is in collusion with and inciting Arabs to attnck Katif, and has cut 
road between Bussorah and Nejil (see my telegram of Sth February, which was 
based on Wratislaw’s report to O'Conor of raids into Nejd by son of Bin Faisul 
and Saleh Abu, presumably with Mubarak’s connivance). ‘The Turks’ complaint of 
survey of their coast by man-of-war perhaps refers to operations of ** Investigator,” 
which might be directed to use caution and ayoid misunderstanding. _O'Conor 
observes that the other complaint against Shoikh's connivance implies our predominant 
influence, and deserves to be noted and acted upon. 





No. 68. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marguess of Lansdowne —(Received March 8.) 


(No. 84. Confidential.) 
ry Lord, Constantinople, February 24, 1902. 

IN the course of conversation with M. Marinitsch, whom T had ‘reqtos 
ascertain unofficially tho views of the Turkish Minister of War on the owners! 
Umkasr and Sofwan, bis Excellency made the following observations, which 1 
report only as showing tho private opinion of an Ottoman Minister on the Koweit 
question 

England desires to Koweit, which really belongs to the Sultan, in order 
to have a basis of operations in ease of conflict with Russin, which country intends to 
Pink s malta norone Paria to a port on the Persian Gult-probably Bander Abbas 

1g unable to resist this advance in Persia, whore her influence has almost consed, 
England falls back on Koweit. 

His Excellency had no knowledge of the occupation of Umkasr and Sefwan, by 
attached no importance to the matter, as Turkey considers Koweit itself as belongin 

hor. As, however, tho Sublime Porte had promised to respect the status quo, the 
would, of course, be kept. 

‘Tho Minister of War did not intimate that this would be done by withdrawing 
the Turkish troops which had occupied Umkasr and Sefwan, but the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs has informed mo that the advance of the Turkish force was made in 
‘order to keop in check some Arab tribes who were causing disturbances, and that only 
a company of infantry had been sent to Umkasr or Elhast. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. BR. O'CONOR. 


No, 69. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Reeeived March 4.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 27th February, relating to Kowcit affairs. 

India Office, March 1, 1902. 
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Inclosure int No. 69. 


Gorerament of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 

(Telegraphic.) 

YOUR telegram of the 25th: Koweit. 

‘Kemball telegraphs 25 

“*Sphinx’ has arrived, and reports that Turkish officer with forty soldiers were at 
Umkasr, which is on the ereok near head of Khor Abdul. Commander landed, and, 
With permission of the Turkish officer, visited his camp. While he was there, some 
Arabs, who were encamped about 2 miles distant, approached, and ‘Turks appear to 
have thought sttack was intended. Commander, however, reassured both sides, and 
Amibs dispersed. On south-east of Boobyan Island a post of one officer and twenty 
‘Turkish soldiers were found. ‘They had heen there fortnight, and evidently intended 
to oceupy the place permanently, us brick house is being built. Full report will be 
sent next mail, but, meantime, I do not think Tarkish advance to Boobyan can be 
Viewed by us with equanimity. | ‘The future importance of Khor Abdul appears to be 
fish and it should be, T think, considered by ux ae within, Kowet limits, Tt, with 

ibyan, is claimed by Mubarek, who is much disturbed by Turkish occupation.” 


February 27, 1902. 


No, 70. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lanadowne.—(Received March 4.) 
(No. 28.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 


Constantinople, Mareh 4, 1902. 
Consul ot Bussorah telegraphs to-day, No, 22 of the 1st Mareb, 


infantry battalions arrived up to date; destination kept secret. Vali and 

wunicate direct with Sultan on Koweit question and alone know hia plans. 

posts will, I believe, bo extablinhed at Sobich and other points towards Koweit 

T think the Sheikh’s claim to Sobieh might be sustained, It is on the same channel ax 
Umar, but considerably nearer Koweit,” 


No, 23 of the 3rd March »— 
“Troops arw being embarked on gun-beat, which will leave for Katif to-day or 
‘to-morrow, 
The Sheikh of Kowsit wll potaliy shortly be served 
hews. 


t Judgment of Court 
1 the suit brought against him by his nepl 





The Marquess of Lanstowne to Sir N. O'Conor, 
No. 34.) 
felegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 4, 1902. 
telogl SHOULD be lad to have. your Exouleney’s observations on the pee 
legram to Lord George Hamil he 27th ultimo, repeated to you in my telegram 
No. 33 of to-day’s dat 
Are you of opinion that it would be possible for us to show that either Umkasr or 
Babian Island lie within the Sheikh of Koweit’s territory ? ~ 
Do you think that we could reasonably contend that the activity shown by the 
‘Turks at these places is a violation of the status quo which concerns Koweit ? 





a No. 72 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansclowne.—( Received March 6.) 


(No. 29.) 
(Telegrs ie.) P. Constantinople, March 6, 1902. 
COWELT. Your Lordship's telegrams Noe. 38 anvl'34 of the 4th instant 
T never supposed that the Sbeikh’'s authority extended over Bubian Island, and 1 
Wve no arguments in support of his claim. 
{ais} L 








Mr. Wratislaw understands that the Sheikh claims that Umkasr has in favourable 
seasons been cultivated by people from Koweit, and that until recent events the Tu 
did not exercise authority there ; but these are poor argumenta in favour of She 
claim, Tt is, moreover, further from Koweit than from Zobeir. If the recent survey 
proves the channel between the mainland and Bubian Island navigable, Mr. Wratislaw 
thinks the plice may prove important, ye 

With the knowledge we possess, I think it will be difficult 
totus quo at Koweit lias been disturbed by the action of the Otto 
either of these places. . 

The Sheikh’s authority over Koweit, including the Pay and Kasima, should 
ertainly, in my opinion, bo maintained ; but to block, practically as far as Fao 

evess to the Gulf would lead to trouble T feat. 


intain that the 
authorities at 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Recvived March 7.) 


__ THE Uniler-Seeretary of State for India presents 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by ond George Hamilton 
forwards herewith, for the informati ry of State, copy of inclosures in 
‘ letter from the Foreign Secretary, Caleutta, dated the Oth February, 1902, relating te 
the estates of the Sheikh of Koweit, situated in Turkish territore. i 


India Office, March 7, 1902. 


pliments to the Under- 


Inciosure 1 in No, 73, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


Sir, r, Janvary 18, 1902. 
LHAYE tho honour to forward copy of a letter with inclonures recelved by ine 
from Sheikh Mubarek, of Koweit, on the subjeet of his properties situated within Turkish 
territory, There is, I fear, little doubt that the Turks will now make some definite move 
With regard to these properties, and will pret bly proceed vo sequestrate them and 


make them over to Mutarek’s nephews or otherwise dispose of thet 

Ihave been unable to ascertain the exact value of the properties, but my prede- 
‘cessor iter dated the 80th January, 1819) wax given to understand 
that they brought in an annual revenue of rbout 6,001, The value of the propertios 
is undoubtedly very Iarge, and it is upon the income derived from them that the 
Shoikhs of Koweit mainly depend. ‘There is, further, I believe, little doubt that Sheikh 
Mubarek's nephews havo a just title to a share in these propertics, and T have on 
fereral occasions advised the Sheikh to come to an understanding with his nephews in 

his matter, 

‘The Sheikh has always declared his willingness to do so, but has stated that his 
nophews, instigated by his implacable enemy, Yusuf-cl-Tbrabim, have refused to 
‘entertain any proposals for a settlement, 

T alo forward copy of a letter from His Britannic Majesty's Consul at Bussorah on 
the subject of these ‘properties, and I trust that, when the occasion arises, [Hix 
Majesty's Government will be pleased to exert such diplomatic influence ax’ they 
are able to command at Constantinople to prevent the arbitrary seizure of the Sheikh’s 
properties. ‘ 

“d to Sheikh Mubarek’s present letter, informing bim that I have 
Fepresonted what he has said to you, and advising him to be ready to depute a represen 
tative to attend the Kazi's Court at Bussorah to defend his rights should the case be 
brought to trial, 


( C. A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Sheikh Mubarek-el-Sabah to Liewtenant-Colonel Kenball, 


(Translation.) 
{After compliments.) 20 Ramzan, 1819 (January 10, 1902). 

REGARDING the persons who were laying claims on my Bussorah property the 
former Walis had written to me several letters, and I had replied to them, A letter 
had been received by me from Enis Pasha, a former Wali of Bussorah, in which he had 
informed me of the order receivod from the Sultan to the eilect that the matter should 
be inguired into by some well-known men of Bussorah in the presence of myself and the 
‘opposite party. I had accepted this course and had written to the Wali accordingly, 
Dut the opposite party did not agree to it, because this object was merely to canse 
Aifficulties. 

Later on Hamdi Pasha and Mohsin Pasha, joint Walis, had written to me on the 
subject, and T had expressed my consent, but the opponent refused, Hamdi Pasha and 
Mohsin Pasha had then written to me abont this refusal, and this letter is in my posses 
sion and will be produced with other letters when necessary. At present I have reecived 
4 letter from the Kazi of Bussorah which is due to their (the opponents) intrigues and 
to the enmity of the Turks on account of my having placed myself under your pro- 
tection. 

T have never before received any letter from the Kazi in this matter, I have replied 
to the letter, and now inclose, for your information, a copy of my reply and of the Kazi's 
letter. My Bussorah agont wrote me after my letter reached Bussorah that they (the 
authorities) intend to appoint a“ Vakil Musakhar (any person to represent: an absent 
party ina law-suit) and give a decision against me; and the present Wali had telegraphed 
to Constantinople asking for instructions as to what he should do in case the Kazi’s Court 
should jue an order against me and ask it to be served on me, ax I had placed myselt 
tnder British protection, 

This is what has happoned. 1 reqaest you to keep your eyes on my property in 
Bussorals and protect it trom spoliation and arbitrary action, ‘This had been arranged 
With your predecessor. am willing to abide by the right course, 


Inclosure 8 in No. 7: 
‘The President (Kasi) of the Bidayet (Civil) Court, Bussorah, to Sheikh Mubarek-el-Sabah. 


(Translation.) 
{After compliments.) 12 Ramzan, 1219 (December 24, 1901). 

YUSUF DIAB EFFENDI, the Attorney for the sons of Mahomed Sababi, has filed 
‘suit agaiust you in the Bidayet Court, Bussorah, Tt has, therofore, ‘nocenstry 
fo serve on yout the plaint (and summons) asking, you to appear in the Court withor in 
Detion or by an. attorney to protect your right. The papers will reach you by the hand 
of Jasin Agha, an official of the Court. Please keep one copy, and return to Jasin 
Azha the second copy duly sealed by you. 


Inclosure 4 in No, 73, 


Sheikh Muborek-el-Seboh to the President of the Iidayet Court, Bussorah, 


(Translation. 
(After compliments.) 17 Ramzan, 1319 (December 29, 1901). 


YOUR letter, dated the 12th Ramzan, 1311, has been received. 
In the matter mentioned by you, the Sultan had already issued an order, and the 
{Government of the] vilayet had ‘made communications, to which I have given proper 
replies. 
‘At present I should receive an order (a communication ?) from the vilayet, so that 
T may return an answer. 
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Inelosure 5 in No. 73 


Consul Weatislaw to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball, 
ial.) 
Bussorah, November 24, 1901. 

I HAVE the hunour to acknowledge, with thanks, the reeeipt of your letter of the 
‘9th instant, forwarding copies of a letter, and its inclosures, received frum Sheikh 
Mubarek, af Koveit. 

It is evident that the Turkish authorities intend to nse the claims of Mubarck’s 
nephews asa means of exerting pressure upon him, and unfortunately his position is 
in this respect very vulnerable. The Fao property is extremely valuable, and. is 
situated entirely within the jurisdiction of the Turkish Courts 

I have made cautious inquiries at the Land Registry Office, and it appears that 
the Fao property is not registered there at all, and that the modem title-deeds now 
issued have never been granted to its owners. 

Tn old times the Cadi used to grant title-deeds (“bojet') of a sort, and this 
‘appears to have been done in the present ease, but so long ago that I bave been unable 
to ascertain in whose name the property stands, Doubtless the ** bojet ” is in Mubarek’s 
possession, and T think i must Tire been granted to his and the inte Shere abe 
In this case, the property would descend to all the brothers or their representatives per 
atirper. 

There are, besides, three properties of comparatively small value at Kootizein, 
Aboul Khassib, and Gherdilan, in this district ; but these were duly registered in the 
namo of Sheikh Mabomed-el-Sabah, and have been transferred to his sons in the 
ordinary course, 

It'was, I believe, Mubarek’s idea that this should bave sulficed to satisfy their 
claims; but the fact that they have succeeded to their father’s private estates does not 
‘appear a just obatacle to their receiving a share of the family property. 

In Mubarek’s letter of the Bist October, 1901, to Abdul Latif Pasha, he seems to 
rely on the past disfavour of the claimants in the eyes of the Turkish Government 

his own former position of protégé, ignoring the fact that the position is now 
roversed, 

In conformity with the instructions of His Majesty's Ambassador at Constanti- 
nople, Tam endeavouring to find out from Yussuf-el-Ibrabim what terms would be 
accepted in amicable settlement of the dispute ; but up to the present 1 have only 
been ablo to elicit from him accusations against Mubarck, and no proposals, reasonable 
oF otherwise 

I have, &e, 
(Signed) A, @. WRATISLAW, 


Inclosaro 6 in No. 73. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Sir, Bushire, Janwary 18, 1902. 
T HAVE the honour to forwand, for the information of the Government of India, 
8 copy of the letter, received from the Assistant Political Agent at Bahrein, regarding 
the advent of a Commissary on behalf of the Amir of Nejd on a visit to Sheikh 
Jasom-bin-Thani, of Kate, and other Chiefs of Bedouin tries. 
Thave, &e. 
(For Lieutenaut-Colonel Kemball), 
(Signed) W. S. DAVIES, First Assist 
Officiating Political Resident, Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 7 in No, 73. 
Mr. J. ©. Gaskin to Liewtenant-Colonel Kembail. 
Sir, Babrein, Januorg 13, 1902. 


I HAVE the honour to report that a Commissary with two attendants from the 
Amir of Nejd arrived by the steam-ship “Pachumba” on the 7th instant from 


a1 


tact otk ; 5 ea 
Bussorah, with the intention of proceeding to Katr with letters from the Amir and 
the Wali of Bussorah to Sheikh Jasim-bin-Thani. The Commissary, whose name is 
-al-Hazeni, is the Amir of Boreida. * ¢ 
Beer even fata ys epost Ae Hep beni yng to win ore 
the tribes residing on the Turko-Arabian shores on the Persian Gulf, and the first to 
go over to him are reported to be the Ajman tribes. ‘The Commissary lias been deputed 
fo make, through Sheikh Jasim, a compact with the Menasir, Murra, and Beni Hajir 
tribes inhabiting Katr, and when his business in Katr is concluded, he will proceed to 
Al Hassa, where he will maake similar agreements with other divisions of the same 
tribes in that district with the help of the Turkish authorities. : 
From this information it would appear that the Turks are encouraging the Amir 
of Nejad to collect all the Arab tribes under his standard with a view to a future 
tack in force on Koweit territory. 
_ "%  Lhave, de. : 
(Signed) J, CALCOTT GASKL 
“Assistant Politica 


Inclosure 8 in No. 72, 
Government of India to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball. 


(Teles Calcutta, February 4, 1902. 

g Your iter 12, 18th January. ena: Sipe IK! 
Proceedings of Amir of Boreyda call for further inquiry since Turkish jurisdiction 

is not acknowledged south of Katif, Cannot Gaskin procure copies of letters given 

to emissary by Amir of Nejd and Wali of Bussorah or other evidence showing object 

of his visit and extent to which Turks are concerned in the mission ? 





No. 74. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 

i :! Foreign Office, March 7, 1902. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 4th instant, Tam directed by the Marquess 
of Lansdowne to transmit to you the deoypher of telegram from His Majesty's 
Ambassador nt Constantinople,® relative to the claims of the Sheikh of Koweit to 
Boobyan Island and Umkasr and the proceedings of the Turkish authorities at those 
laces ee i, 
Tod Lemedowne,outioly, concurs’ ia Sir; NeiOiOoa0ea views aa, sisled Sn his 

Excellency’s telegram. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) “1. H, SANDERSON. 





No. 75. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received March 8.) 


Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Searsiay of Bate for Forcign Afsirs, anh ty deecion of ard George Hamilion, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy st 8 telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 7th March, relating to the claims of the Sheikh of Koweit 
to Boobyan. 


India Office, March 8, 1902. 


[isis] 
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Inclosure in No. 75. 


Goverunent of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Telegraphie.) 

MY telegram of 27th February: Koweit. 

Komball telegraphs rd — 

“Mubarek claims Boobyan on ground of his people occupying it annually for 
fishing and paying him ent; ‘Turks, if mot checked, will probably next advance to 
Soobeah, and think that they should be told to leave Boobyan forthwith, even if 
‘occupation of Umkasr eannot be protested against.” 


Mareh 7, 1902, 





No. 76. 
Coneul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor.—(Received at the Foreign Office, Marck 10,) 


(No. 6. Confidential.) 
Sir, Bussorah, February 8, 1902. 

IN conformity with the instructions contained in your Excelleney’s telegram 
No. 7 of the 4th Pobruary, I have the honour to submit a Report on the extent of 
Sheikh Mubarek-ol-Sabah’s landed interests in this vilayet, and of the legal proceedings 
to which they have given rise. 

At the ‘time of the murder of the late Sheikh, Mobammed Pasha-cl-Sabab, there 
were five extates belonging to the El-Sabah family of Koweit, situated respectively 
at Kuo, Sofioh (within the Fao district), Kutorzein, Gherdilan, and Ajerawiyeh 
{Aboul Knssib), 

All are now freehold (Mulk), though the Kutexzein estate was originally “ Mirieh.” 
‘Their estimated revenues are as follows — 

er. 
ists, kee 2 000 
Saleh *. 4 1130 
Kuteasin e e 320 
Gherdlan es {oo 
Ajoromigeh het a) 


10100 


‘Tho above revenues are given me as the net receipts, but without deduction of the 
Government tax, Tam inclined (o think that the values of Gherdilan and Ajerawiyeh 
‘are over-estimated. 

Kutezzein, Gherdilan, and Ajerawiyeh were registered in the land registry office 
‘it Bussorah in the name of Shiekh Mobammed-clSabah. The estates at Fao and 
Sofich were not so registered, having been acquired before the office was established. 
L was assured at the rogistry office that they were held in virtue of a Hojet-el-Kadi, or 
title-doeds granted by the Kadi, but Mubarek’s logal agent here states that this is not 
tho case. It seems very unlikely, however, that no documents should exist to prove the 

ship of such valuable estates, 

he porsons entitled to m share in the above properties appear to be Mubarck 
and his brothers or their representatives. ‘These are Mubarek, Mohammed's representa 
tives, Jerrah’s representatives, Jnber (who is with Mubarck at Koweit), and Hamond's 
bieidactegeed (who are also at Koweit ; Hamoud was killed in battle with Ibn Reshid 
last year). 

There is also, I believe, a lunatic brother with Mubarek who does not seem to 
count. Not does anyone appear to raise any claim on behalf of possible sisters. If, 
therefore, the family estates are to be divided equally amongst the brothers, it would 
neem that Muburek’s side should get three-fifths, and the opposition, ix.; the ebildren 
tnd widows of Mohammed and Jerrah, now in Bussorah, two-fifths. A complication is, 
however, introduced into the question by the fact that Kutezzein, Gherdilan, and 
Ajerawiyeh were registered in the name of Mohammed-el-Sabah, and so are now the 
property of his heirs alone according to Turkish law, and kave ‘boon duly trans- 
ferred to their names. ‘The said heirs also claim their share in the family property at 
Sofich and Fao, on an equality with the heirs. of Jerrab, the heirs of Hamond, Mubarek, 
and Jaber. 
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e, however, that Mubarek asserts that these three estates, though registered 

ed’s name, were bought with family finds and should go into the mase 
and I am informed that a dispute arose concerning this point during Mohammed's life 
time, and was finally settled by a deed drawn up through the intervention of Yussuf-el- 
Torahim. If so, Mubarek probably holds the document, and should produce it. 

After the murder of Mohammed and Jerrab, their heirs sought asylum in Bussoral 
and ever sinee, in conjunction with Yussuf-el-[bral Mohammed's brother-in-law, 
have been moving the Turkish Government to interfe ha view to the distribution 
of the property. Yussuf, however, was made an outlaw on account of his abortive 
attack on Koweit, and Mubarck, until recently, was in favour. So the nephews made no 
Progress in the prosecution of their claim. ‘They were not even able to obtain possession 
‘of the Kutezzein estate, which Mubarek still administers, and the Law Courts were 
forbidden to forward the suit they attempted to institute. An Iradé of the Sultan, 
however, ordered that an impartial Commission should be appointed to settle the matter, 
‘and such a Commission was, in fact, named. The claimants refused to agree to this 
Means of solution, nor, so far as I am aware, did Mubarek ever express his formal 
consent, though he now relies on this Iradé as a bar to proceedings in the Law 
Courts, 

Recently affairs have assumed an entirely different aspect, Mubarck is out of 
fayour, while Yussuf-el-Ibrahim is in, Sabah and Saoud, the sons of Mohammed, insti- 
tuted a suit before the Civil Court of Bussorah for the ‘possession of Kutezzein (they 
are already masters of Gherdilan and Ajerawiyel nd an officer of the Court was sent 
to Koneit to serve the summons on Mubarek, ‘The latter declined to sign the receipt 
orto take any notice of the proceedings, but servico was proved by the official who 
carried the summons ; a “Wakeel Musakhar” was appointed by the Court to defend 
the absentoe's interest, and the ease was rushed through and an order made that the 
Plaintiffs should be put in possession of the estate at Kutezzein, 

Besides the above-named estates Mubarek has seized property at Sol 
to Yussef-el-Ibrahim. Sobieh, however, on the Khor-es-Sobieh between Bubian Islan 
and the mainland, is probably within Koweit territory. 

Any friondly’ settlement of the points at iseue is rendered doubly dificult by the 
fact that a blood foud exists between the parties, the murderers of Mohammed and 
Jerrah having undoubtedly been instigated by Mubarek. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. C, WRATISLAW, 
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Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received March 11.) 
(No. 30.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, March 11, 1902, 

KoW Your Lordship's telegram No. 40 and the proposals of the Tosidont 
at Bush ur Lordship's telogratn No. 39. 

‘There is, in my orien, no possible object in risking a conflict about Bubian Taland 
With the Turks while leaving them in occupation of Umakasr, and such fishery rights wre 

roverbially unsatisfactory for assertion of territorial jurisdiction. Fishermen 
oweit, according to Mr. Wratislaw, stay there part of the year: he says nothin 
their paying duties to the Sheikh, and adds that the island is generally uninhabited 

T do not know if the Sheikh has a more substantial el to Sobieh, and have not 
heard yet that the Turks have occupied it or whether it is worth holding. 

‘The Ottoman Governinect will, T am sore, fume. to erauate Bubinn for aay 
reasons we can at present prefer, and to mect with a rebuff would be unpleasant, while 
to be obliged to drive them out would be equally #0, We should, moreover, be drifting 
iuto an eventual occupation and protectorate, and. we-ehould probably be enoowraging, 
the Russians to seize a coaling station on the Gulf 

There would seem, however, to be no abjection to letting the Minister for Forvign 
Affaire know that without further inquiry we cannot admit that the occupation of| 
Bubian and Umkasr is not a disturbance of the statue quo us regards Koweit, and that 
owe Lorlahip hae inatruetad me to ffir Min. at This Majesty's Government do not 

i rights of the Sheikh as being prejudiced in any way ‘the action of the 
‘Tarkish sree ‘at those places oh rtrd 


SS SER A a ea Pet ES 
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No. 78. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O*Conor. 
(No, 41.) 
(Telegraphic. P. Foreign Office, March 12, 1902. 

T HAVE received your telegram No. 80 of the 11th March on the subject of 
Koweit. 

T concur in the views you take, and authorize you to make » representation to 
the Porte as suggested by you in the last paragraph of your telegram. 





No. 79. 
India Office to Foreign Office {Received March 18) 


Sir, India Office, March 13, 1902. 
IN continuation of my letter of the 26th ultimo, with regard to a complaint of 
the Turkish Government as to the alleged proceedings of a British gun-boat on the 
Western coast of the Persian Gulf, and as to tho conduct of Sheikh Mubarak of 
Koweit, Tam directed by Lord George Hamilton to forward, for Loni Lansdowne’s 
information, a copy of a telegram from the Government of India, dated the 4th March, 
reporting upon the mattors complained of. 
Tam, &e, 
. GODLEY. 


Tnclosure in No. 79. 


Governmant of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Folegraphic) 


YOUR telegram of 25th February: Koweit, 

Kemball telegraphs, Ist Marc :— 

“Turkish complaint evidently refers to operations of ‘ Investigator, who did, 1 
hear, place three bamboo poles, without flags, as survey marks on coast north ‘of 
Ajeir. Demonstration presumably has reference to the landing of officer to connect 
triangle with Bahzein; it was considered that there was no objection to these 
operations, as Turkish jurisdiction south of Katif is not admitted by us. 

“T have warned "Investigator? ax direoted; she has been here for coal, and 
returned to Bahrein to-lay, where she is engaged on work between Bahrein and Katr, 
‘on completion of which she has a little more to do on the other side of Bahrein, which 
Will again necessitate landing of officer on mainland, though it will not be necessary 
wai marks. Is there any objection, or might it not be well to ignore Turkish 
Prot 

“With regard to other complaint, Mubarak declares that he has had nothing to 
do with the enterprise of Abdal Aati-bin-Abdur Rahman-bin-Feysu.” 

ve that “Investigator may complete operations, provided that 
caution fs observed, and landers se not placed on nainlann 





No, 80. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received March 14.) 
Sir, 


WITH reference to previous correspondence, Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to teacumit herewith, for the iaformaey of iis 


AS 


Secretary of State, copy of a letter, dated the 20th ultimo, from the Commander-in- 
‘on the East Indies Station, together with extracts from its inclosure, n 
the state of affairs in the neighbourhood of Koweit. 
ar letter has been sent to the India Office, 
Tam, &. 
(Signed! H. J. VAN SITTART NEALE. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 80. 
Kear-Admiral Bosanguet to Admiralty. 


Sir, 2 “ Highflyer,” ot Bombay, February 20, 1902, 

IN forwarding the inclosed letter from the Senior Oficer in the Persian Gulf, and 
with reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the state of affairs at 
Koweit, I have the honour to offer the following remarks :— 

Captain Pelham’s letter shows the eneroachinents made by the ‘Turks on the terri 
tory claimed by the Sheikh of Koweit, and explains the statement made in my 
telegram of the 26th ultimo, that the main difficulty which now exists is the precise 
limits of the Sheikh’s territories. 

Naval officers under my command who have recently had opportunities of 
informing themselves on the spot have, in conversation with me, expressed doubts as 
to whether we can rely on Sheikh Mubwrak’s fidelity to us. He is a minor Chief, 
surrounded by enemies, who has been brought into ‘prominence by the fact that the 
geographical situation ‘of his country has made it of political importance, Ho hns 
Fanged himself openly on our side, and he is convineed thnt his having done so is the 
cause of all his recent troubles, and that, moreover, he loses instead of gains by our 
alliance. 

There can be no doubt that for some time part he has been put to considerable 
expense in keeping » Inngo number of armest men ready to take the field, and ho 
complains of the difficulty he experiences in learning the views of, and communicating 
with, th is anxious to have a Representa 
tive of Government at Koweit, and tho prosonce of such an official would, no doubt, 
increase his prestige and fecling of security, Lam informed that a grievance to which 
he frequently rofers ix that wo “do much more for Babrein” than for him, He 
seems to be impressed with the ide that if the British Government continue to refuse 
him a formal Protectorate, the only way out of his difficulties is to go over to Turkey, 
fand, in this connection, it is perhaps worth whilo noting the fact that he possesses 
some valuable date gardens in ‘Turkish territory at Fao, 

That the difficulty of a clearly defined boundary of Mubarak's te 
sides is appreciated by His Majest ‘ernment is indicated in the accompanying 
copy of a telegram to me from the Government of India, and, until it is removed, 
fear it will be necesary for no to hoop 1 largo proportion of the squadron under thy 
command in the northern part of the station, in order that a sufficient force may be 
available for the moral support of that Chief. 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) TAY H, BOSANQUET. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 80. 
Captain Petham to Rear-Adoiral Bosanguet, 


(Extract) “ Fox," at Koweit, January 81, 1902, 
LT HAVE the honour to report that since the Weparture of His Mujesty’s ship 
“Pomone” on the 12th instant, everything has been quiet in Koweit and the adjacent 
country. ‘The guns were all re-embarked and returned to their proper ships, and the 
dhows unarmed on the 20th and 24rd instant. 
2. The general distribution of ships hns boen *‘ Fox" and * Redbreast 
“Perseus " and Sphinx ” at Jehara, and“ Lapwing” vt Muscat, ‘The ships at Koweit 
nd Jebara fave been carrying out routine drills and sarveying harbours as much as 
frosible: “The chars are utterly uoeiale, and if Koweit isto become a much-requented 
rbour m very eateful resurvey wil be necessary. x = 


frais) N 
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5. The Turks are still at Safwan and Em-Kasr (Em Gussur), bat reported from 
Bussorah to have advanced to the Soubieh, near Ko: Sheikh Mubarak has no 
intimation of this last move so far, but bas had information that they are preparing to 
eccupy Jeziral-Bubyan, an istand just opposite Koweit and in sight of it. ‘This is bringing 
them right down to the shores of Kaweit Harbour. 

8. News arrived the 2th instant here that Ameer Abdul-Assiz-bin-Rashid himself 
Was seven days north-west from Koweit engaged at El-Udian fighting the Anuse tribe. 
He appears to be trying to fight his way to Meshed-Ali (or Nedjef). Abdul Assi 
Abdurrhman-bin-Sood reports to Sheikh Mubarak that he attuexed Abdul-Assiz, 
Rashid’s forces at El-Riad (in Nejd), and took the fort on (or about) the 3 
Killing the Sheikh in command and fifty of his followers, and capturing 200 rifles, besides 
other arms, camels, horses, standards, &e., thus restoring the country to its former 
Rolers 

‘The Redouin Arabs are ell reported to be joining forces against Abdul-Assiz-bin- 
Rashid, and if this is all truc, and I have oo reason to doubt. it, Bin Rashid should give 
no trouble here for some time to come unless backed by a Tarkish force. 

7, His Majesty's ship “ Sphinx ” left yesterday for Babrein and El-Katif, “ Lapwing " 
4s at Muscat, and “Porseus” leaves to-day, in accontance with your telegram of the 
25th January, for Bombay. ‘Redbreast” remains here keeping up communications, 
Submit that two ships at this end of the Gulf are quite sufficient in the present state of 
affairs, but it will be necessary to check the Turkish adveuce to strictly within limite of 
their own territory, unless confidence is again to be shaken. 

. . : 


Inclosure $ in No. 80. 
Government of India to Rear-Admiral Bosonquet, 


(Tolegraphte,) Coleutta, February 18, 100% 

MY telegram of the 4th, Koweit, in connection with Turkish occupation of Uin-Kasr, 
Kemball proposea to rend nw gun-boat up Khor Abdallah and Sob-biy-ch to. ascertain 
~ eorrect position of the places oceupied and where Turks really are. Sceretary of State, 
who was consulted, telegeghed'I [th as follow 

Regine: Kemball’s proposal to send a gun-boat up Khor Abdullah and Sub-biyceh 
approved, but only for the purpose of observation and reporting. It is not considered 
expedient without further information to demand withdrawal of Turkish troops, but 
O'Conoe will inform Porte that forward movements of this kind are contrary to our 
understanding and oblige us to send x gun-boat. Endy, 

Resident informed. 





No. 81. 


Anthopouls Pasha to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 14.) 


LAMBASSADEUR de Turquie présente ses compliments au Marquis de 
Lansdowne et a Vhonnour iinformer sa Seigneuric que d'apris un télégramme que la 
Sublime Porte vient de recevoir dn Vali de Bassorah, il appert quo les officiers de la 
Marine Anglaise ont plants tre 
A'Adjire, ot se sont livets A des m 

es gens de SMubsrak-Ussebal c0té intercepts les voies do communi 
cation entre Hassorah et Nedjed et cerné le détachement Ottoman se trouvant A Kase 
su moment méme oh un bitiment de guerre Anglais était yenu mouiller en mde de 
cette ville. Ils auraient en outre Pintention d’envahir Katif. 

Le Consul d’Angleterro 4 Bahrein ayant avisé le public que Katif et T'échelle 
@Adjie avaient été oceupés par des tribus Arabes et qu’Thsan so trouvait coné, 
quelques navires de commeres en partanee pour Adjir ont dit débarquer de nouvea 
leurs chargements & Babrein, 
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raj Excellence Tewflk Pacha 

Anthopoulo Pacha est chargé d’ajouter que son Excelle tk Packs 
considérant ces faits comme contraires au statue quo, a fait, des démarehes x enjet 
auprés de Ambassadeur de Sa Majesté Britannique A Constantinople et appelle en 


w’me temps T'attention de sa Scigneurie sur cette situation 
Be Tl fa frie do roulatc bien deter b gut do dau ox iastrtioas eMcacoa par volo 


télégraphique afin qu'il soit mis sans retanl un terme A cet état de choses. 


Ambassade Inpériale de Turquie, Londres, 
Te 14 Mars, 190: 





No. 82. 


Admirolty to Foreign Office—(Received March 14.) 


Admiralty, March 14, 1902. 


ic 7 ismnit, for 
ommanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to tran 
cent the Be lary of State for Foreign Affairs, decypher of a telegram, 
-chief on the Bast Indies Station, 


Tam, &o. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inolosure in No, 82, 
Rear-Admiral Douglas to Admiralty. 


Bombay, March 14, Bi 

Officer, Persian Gulf, reports, on authority of Resid lent, that 
Paris intent to pai inn sj 4 milos north of Sabiya, 7 from mouth of Khor on 
Ki side, Sheikh’s territory. Sheikh is sending forty men there immediately to 


on Resident's advice, with orders to romnin there unless force quits, 
ater ba accsant eure in tot 0 ool This tester sopcdaatla wactoac 


ie ; could proceed to spot if desixed. 


(Telewraphic.) 


ry serious 
Tndian Government informed, 


No, 83. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Ieoeived March 15.) 


THE Under-Scervtary of State for India prosents his costa to the Under- 


Secret i i y direoti George Hamilton, 
: y.of State for Forcizn Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George In . 
ferment herewith, for he information ‘of tho Secretary of ate, copies of te 

fo the Viceroy, dated the 12th and 14th March last, relating to the Sh 
Koweit’s claim to Umkasr and Bubiyan Island. 


Indin Office, March 16, 1902, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 83. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


‘Mar 12, 1902. 
CS FOWEID. O'Conor reports arrival at Bussorah of six infantry fetta eal 
Consul’s belief that further military posts, including one at Sabich, are to be estabe 








ished towards Kowelt. O'Conor understands that Koweit Sheikh claims that in 
favourable sensons his people ¢ nd at Umkasr, and that Turks did not 
exercise authority there till recent events; bat he considers that these arguments are 
weak, that it will be difftcult to maintain with our present information that action of 
Ottoman authorities in either Bubiyan or Umkast is disturbance of status quo at 
Koweit, consequently that we mast be content ‘intenance of Sheikh’s authority. 
over Koweit, including bay snd Kasims. Foreign Office concur. Your telegram of 
‘7th March regarding Bubiyan has been communicated to Foreign Office, but it is 
unlikely that it will alter their views. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 83, 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 
raphic.) March 14, 1902. 
__ MY felegram, 12th March: Koweit conoarring in O' Conor's 
views, agree to his suggestion that Po vi that we cannot admit 
without furthes inquiry that occupation of Umkase and B disturbance of 
status quo, and that we do not regard Sheikh’s rights as in any way prejudi 
action of Turkish authorities. sigan hands 





‘The Marquess of Lanxlowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 46.) 
(Tolographie.) P, Foreign Office, March 18, 190: 
PLEASE seo the telegram from the Commander-in-chio€ Bast Indies of yesterday 
repented to you. 2 
It is doubtful whether evidence could bo produced of Sheikh’s claim to either 
; rain No. 30 of the 11th March, 
or, that you may in auy case romonstrate with reason against 
the vieinity of Kowell, on the ground that they tend to keep the 
atate of constant disturbance and alarm, and that they are an impodiment 
Jour el kh quit, in aecordunco with t aont made betworn 
His Majosty's Government and the Goverament of Turkey. 





No. 85. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 15, 1902. 
__ TAM diteoted by the Marquess of Lansdowne to. teas to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for India, a copy of a telegram which has been 
addressed to His Majesty's Ambassador nt Constantinople on the subject of the 
alleged intention of the Turkish Government to occapy Hagaiejs,* as reported in the 
telegram from the Commander-in-ehiet on the Enst Indies Station of the Lath instant, 
Which has been communieatod by the Admiralty to your Department, 

‘The Commander-in-echief states in this telogra that the Sheikh of Koweit, 
acting on the advice of tho Resident in the Persian Gulf, is sending forty men 
immedintoly to Hagaieja in onder to forestall the intended Turkish action, which is 
described as 2 considerable eneroachmont of a serious nature. 

It appears to Lord Lansdowne that the action of the Resident in thus advising 
the Sheikh is of questionable expediency, and that the reported “intention” of the 
‘Turks to advance to Hagaieja ean searcely ‘be described as an encroachment. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘I. Ht SANDERSON. 


eee ee ee eee 
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No. 86. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 16.) 


Constantinople, March 26, 1902, 
Owing to the interruption of line, I have only received to-day 
‘Mr. Wratislaw’s reply of the 7th instant to my request for his opinion on the Sheikl’s 
Tights to Umkasr and Bubian, whieh is as follows:— 

“Your telegram of the Sth. Survey of channel shows Umkasr to be most 
nd even better adapted than Koweit for a railway terminus. But I fear 
it is highly desirable to sccure it, the Sheikh has only a very shadowy 

claim to it. It has been uninhabited for many’ years since hie exercised any authority 
there, even if it be true, as he asserts, that, in the time of his grandfather, it was 
‘ocenpied by Koweit people. On the other hand, the Turks seem to have littie claim 
beyond present occupstion, and Sheikh says Koweit makes use of the place as port for 


“ His claim to Bubian is on a different footing, and is, in my opinion, good, For 
some months every year regularly it is used as a fishing ground by Arabs acknow- 
ledging his authority, and by no others. Men have been sent by Sheikh to ocoupy 
Sobieb, and he has informed Senior Naval Officer that it was not his men, but Bedouins 
and Turkish subjects who threatened the Spinah a 15 at Umkasr. His statement 
‘seems to be unreliable in general, and hardly supports his claim, though Arabs them- 
‘elves said that they recognized him.” 





No. 87. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 16.) 


(No. 84.) 
legraphic.) P. Constantinople, Mareh 16, 1902. 
KOWEIT, With reference by beens. rs ee Se erate a ce 
Station of the 14th instant in your Lordship's telegram No. 44, following telegram of 
the 10th instant, received on the 16th, from British Consul, Bussorah 
Tt has been decided, I hear, to ‘oeoupy Hejeje, a place on the channel betwoen 
Sobich and Umikasr, and it had better be occupied at’ once by the Shoikh.”” 





No. 88, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquers of Lansdowne.—(Received March 16.) 


(Wo. 35.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, March 16, 1902. 


KOWEI. In speaking to-day to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, as authorized 
by your Lordship in the sense.of the last paragraph of my telegram No, 30 of the 
Teh instant, T also told him that Twas instructed to make a remonstrance against 
tilitary movements in the vicinity of Koweit, as tending to impede our efforts to keep 
the Sheikh quiet, in accordance with his Excollency’s repeated request and our agree 
‘ment with the Porte, and to keep the country in a state of alarm aud disturbance, 
Towiik Pasha replied that he knew that troops had boon sent to Umkasr, though he 
was not aware of the occupation of Bubian Island, but he assured me of the desire of 
the Ottoman Government to respect the status quo and the arrangement with His 
Majesty's Government. 

The real motive of these proceedings was, as he desired to inform me confiden- 
tially, anxiety that, as difficulties were raised about extending the Bagdad Railway to 
Kovweit, a debouché might be kept under their own protection. He believed that 
nothing more would be heard of such incidents if the English Syndicate decided to 
Participate in this great railway undertaking. 





[isis] 
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No, 89. 
Consul Wratislow fo Sir N. O'Conor.—(Received at Foreign Office, Morch 17.) 


(No. 7.) 
Sir, Bussorah, February 15, 1902. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 6 of tho Sth instant, I have the honour to 
report that no steps have yet been taken to serve on Mubarek the ex purte judgment 
rendered by the Civil Court in the matter of the estate at Kuteszein. On the con- 
trary, as reported in my telegram No. 17 of the 13th instant, the Vali this week 
summoned the sons of Mahommed before him and asked them to agree to the arbitra 
tion of n Commission in accordance with the Sultan's Iradé of 1898. ‘The young men 
dectined, and.on the Vali’s asking the reason replied that they wanted revenge for 
the murder of their father. 

T understand thnt the Cadi has been ordered to stop proceedings for the time 
doing in tho Civil Court over which he presides. 

T learn from His Majesty's Acting Consul-General at Bushire that according 
to Mubarek the heirs of two of his wneles (whom he claims to represent) have 
rights to shares in tho Sofich nd Pad properties. and that certain ladies turthor 
have dower rights which he also represents. If this is correct, the distribution of 
the property will be an extremely complicated process. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. ©, WRATISLAW. 





No. 0. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 18.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to tho Undor 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lond George Hamilton 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 17th instant, relating to the position of affairs in tho 
neighbourhood of Koweit. 


India, Office, March 18; 1902. 
Inclosure in No, 90, 


Government of India fo Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Toleraphie,) 

YOUR telegram of Lith March : 

Keomball telegraphed. 14th :— 

" Wratislaw telegraphs that oocupation of Hojeje by the Turks has been decided 
upon, | This is place on Koweit side of Khoresubiva, 4 miles northeast of Subiya, 
and belongs to Mubarak, whom T have advised, at Wratislaw’s suggestion, to occupy 
it at once. I hear that he has sent forty men there. 
‘Turkish advance should be stopped.” 

I propose to send “Sphinx” to spot to watch events. Do you approve? With 
reference to my telegram of 7th instant, “ Sphinx," when visiting Khoresubiya, found 
Subiya ooeupied by Mubarak’s men; therefore, whatever view is held about Umkase, 
advance of Turks to Hejeje and Subiya can hardly be regarded other than as disturb 
ance of statue quo, 


March 17, 1902, 
Koweit. 


It is very important that 





No. 91. 
India Office ta Foreign Offce—(Received March 20.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Atfirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 


No, 90* 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir B. Monson 


Foreign Offier, March 19, 1902, 

ING the course of a prolonged conversation with the French Ambassador 
to-day, he rolvcrod to tho attitude of the Britixh, or, as he put it, the Indian Gover 
Moat towants other Powors in the Persian Gulf. ‘He regarded the protonsions of 
the Indion Government ax excessive, and attribute: to. treat 
Gulf as u British nuld be itnpomible for us to persint in a policy 
of this kind. Railway would have ite terminus at some poiut upon the 
Gulf, which would then become s highway for international 
Took ‘this prospect in the fice 

Trepl in Excel 
ment of Tudia a desire to exelude tho trude of other 
Our attitade towards the Ata Railway pr 
havi, indeed, within the list fow days, explained to the G 
were quit el to fav struct 
Rot to be expected unless we were given a share 1 
Power in the capitalization of tho Company, in ite 1 
materials and equipment. 

ME, Carobon cbsorved that be could say ently that there wax no desire 
deny sufficient: opportunities to British capitalists, but. that whon the project had be 
mooted in financial circles, the overtures which had been made had met with a very 
cold response in the City. ¥ 

T replied that that might be so, bat that the question was still under discussion, 

T went on to say that whilst these were our feelings with regard to the comm 
exita in the Persian Gulf, we entertained the strongest objection to, 
tainly oppose, any attempt on the part of other Powers to crate steatogical tases 
fortified harbours in those waters. The uecessity for taking every precaution ngainst 
such an event had been strikingly illustrated by the example of Batoum, with which 
his Excellency was, of course, perfectly familiar, < 

His Excellency having referred to our * méfiance” of Russia in those regions, T 
Said that it had been my earnest wish to arrive at an amicable understanding with 
Russia in regard to Persian as well as Chinese affairs, and that Thad made a “tentative” 
in that direction, but unfortanately without success. 

‘The sbove conversation, on both sides, was quite informal, but it is as well that T 
should report the substance of it to your Excellency, 

Tam, &e. 


(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 


sminorce, and we must 


ey was tmixtaken in attributing to us or to the Govern: 
antries from Persian waters 


n of the line, but that our suppor 
least equal to that of any othae 
in the orders far 
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forwards herewith, for the information of the Sceretary of State, copy of inclosures in a 
letter from the Foreign -y, Calcutta, dated the 20th February, relating to the 
ownership of Umkasr and Sefwan, and affairs at Koweit. 


India Office, March 19, 1902. : 


Inclosure 1 in Ni 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kenball to Government of India. 


Bushire, January 26, 1902, 
IN continuation ot my Ist January, 1002, T have the honour 
to forward copy of a letter frot dated the 22nd idem, brought over by 
His Majesty's ship “Sphinx.” ‘The Senior Naval Officer in a tolegram to the Naval 
z-in-chief states that Umkasr is about 40 miles north-north-east of Koweit 
hor Abdulla, which separates the Island of Babiyom from the mainland on the 

right bank of the Shat-el-Arab, 

Tt will be noticed that the Sheikh claims the place as within his territory, and I bave 
telographed to Mr. Wratislaw to ask if he can find out if the Sheikh’s assertion is correct 
or not. I have also the honour to state that Mr, Wratislaw telegraphed on the 23rd that 
it was reported that the Tarks had moved from Umkasr to Soubieh, which, from 
information available here, appears to be a village on the Khor Subbiyya, which runs 
into the sea near the north-east corner of the Bay of Koweit. 

‘This movement has not been confirmed yet, but Sheikh Mubarck will, no doubt, 
inform the Senior Naval Officer if it is true before the gun-bont comes over for the mails 
next week. 

Lhave, &c. 
(For Oe Political Resident, Porsian Gulf), 
(Signed) W.S. DAVIS, 
First Aasintant, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 01, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Bushire, February 2, 1902, 

IN continuation of my letter, datéd the 18th January, roganting Sheikh Mubarck’s 
properties within Turkish territory, I have the honour t6 forward copy of a telegram, 
dated the 29th January, frown Hiy Britannic Majesty's Consul at Bussorab, informing me 
that judgment has been given against the Sheikh with regard to one of the estates, I 
am communicating with Sheikh Mubarek on the subject. 

T have also the honour to forward copies of two telegrams, Nos, 10 and 11,* from 
Mr. Wratislaw to the Ambassador at Constantinople on the subject of these properties. 

L have, &e, 
(Signed) ©. A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident ia the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure in No, 91. 


Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) 

Sir, Bushire, February 8, 1902 
IN continuation of my letter, dated the 26th January, 1 have the honour to 

‘send the inclosed letter from Sheikh Mubarek to my address, which was omitted by an 


‘oversight. 
&o. 
¢, A. KEMBALL, 


1 Aleesds reovived from 5 








Inclosure 4 in No, 91. 
Sheikh Mubarek-el-Sabah to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


(After compliments.) OMA Shaveal, 1319 (January 22, 1902). 
THE Turks have established two camps for their soldiers, one at Sefwan and the 
other at Um-cl-Kasr, which is east of Sefwan, and § hours’ distant from it. It (Um-el- 
Kast) is situated on the sea which is known as El Khveir, and has two approaches, one 
from Khor Sebbiyeh and the other from Khor Variych. ‘The sea is deep there, and 
the least water is 4 fathoms deep. The place for the troops at Um-el-Ki 
30 yards from the shore, and it is now some days that it was got ready 
boundary of my territory, and Lam afraid they will come nearer (to Koweit). 
is done at the instance of Ibn Rashid, and the scoundrel Yusuf-el-Ibrah 
Mushir, who receives money from them, does all this and keeps ou urging the people 
(the authorities) at Constantinople. At present there are two battalions of infantry 
and 160 cavalry at Khamisiyel and a similar number at Samavah. ‘They are commanded 
by Mahomed Pasha Daghestani. 
Iho Rashid has retired to the extent of five days’ journey. He had been pat to a 
great deal of loss by coming down, and his tribesmen are dissatisfied. He is of no 
courideration to me, but all this trouble is eaused by the Turks, 





No. 92, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 20.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards horowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of a telegram 
from the Secretary of State to the Viceroy, dated the 17th March, relating to the 
state of affairs in the neighbourhood of Koweit. 


India Office, March 19, 1902. 


Tnolosure in No. 92. 


Lord George Hamilton to the Government of india. 


, March 17, 1902. 

KOWEIT. Admiralty communieste report that Kemball has advised Sheikh to 
occupy Hagaicja in onder to forestall Turks. Foreign Office consider advice of 
questionable expediency, and doubt whether Turkish advance to Hagaieja can be 
called encroachment. O'Conor has been instructed to remonstrate against advance, 
as tonding to disturb country and impede our efforts to keep Sheikh quiet, in 
accordance with agreement with Poi 


(Telegraphic) India 





No. 93. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received March 20.) 


Si, Admiralty, Marck 20, 1902. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, 
for the information of the of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a telegram 
dated the 20th instant, from the Commander-inchiet, Eat Indien 

om, 
(Signed). " EVAN MACGREGOR. 


38 
Inclosure in No. 93. 
Rear-Admiral Douglas to Admiralty. 
(Teiegraphi Bombay, March 20, 1 
SHEL ent at Bussorab reports Turks intend occupy 


and from tl 
Indian Government informed. 





No, 4. 
The Marquees of Lansdowne to Anthopoulo Pasha. 


Your Excellency, Foreign Office, March 20, 1902. 

T HAVE tho honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 14th instant, 
calling attention to reports which have been received by the Sublime Porte in regard 
to affairs in the neighbourhood of Koweit, 

‘These reports are to the effect — 

‘That officers of His Majesty’s navy have placed three flag-staffs at Djeriné close 
to the Innding-stage at Adjiri (Ojair) ai tions on board a steam-bont 
in that neighbourhood. Be 

‘Vhat the forces of the Sheikh Mubarck have intercepted the communications 
‘between Bussorah and Nejd with the intention of invading Katif, and have cut off the 

rkish detachment at Kasr, while a British man-of-war was anchored off that placi 

‘That His Majesty's Consul at Bahrein has given a public warning of the presence 
of Arab tribes at Adjiri (Ojair) in consequence of which trading vessels have been 
Sbliged to disembark their cargoes at Babrein, 

Before I received your Excelleney's note His Majesty's Ambassador at Con- 
Stantinople had already informed me that a similar representation nd, towards the 
end of last month, been made to him by the Grand Vizier, who had requested that 
orders might be sent by Tis Majesty's nment to prevent such oecurrences and 
to restrain the action of the Sheikh of Koweit. - 4 

T took immediate steps at the time to have enquiries mado into the ¢ireui 
tances complained of and from the reports whieh have been communicated to mo 
by the Secretary of State for India I am now enabled to give your Excellency the 
following information, Seen 

With regard to the procsodings in the neighbourhood of Adjiri (Ojair), it appears 
that in tho course of operations conducted by a surveying vessel of the Government 
6f India thre bamboo poles without eenporarily placed as marks on the 
oast north of Adjiri (Ojnir) for the purpose of a survey by triangular observations 
Connected with Rahrein, and that the demonstration referred to by yout Bxcell 
is to be explained by the landing of an officer from the ship to” make the obser 
Necessary to complete the triangular connection between the coast and that island, 
Te will be observed that these operations wore entirely confined to scientific in 
ations of general interest and to a particular portion of the const south of Katif. 

‘The reported action of the forces of the Sheikh of Koweit for the purpose of inter- 
cepting the communications between Bussorah and Nejd would appear to be founded 
on the cireumstance that certain raids have been made by Arab tribes on the 
territory of the Amir of Nejd. His Majesty's Government had already warned the 
Sheikh “Mubarek against encouraging any such proceedings, and they have now been 
Assured by him that ho has had nothing to do with these enterprises, ‘The recent 
Visit of one of His Majesty's ships to the neighbourhood of Umkasr was, I need 
hanily assure your Excellency, entirely unconnected with these raids, 

On the other hand, His Majesty's Government receive constant reports of the 
Advance of parties of Turkish troops to plices in the vicinity of Koweit, some of which 
indeed are actually inhabited by subjects of the Sheikh. “These movements cannot 
fail to keep the country and the Sheikh himself in a state of unrest and alarm, and 
His Majosty's Government feel that they linve reason to complain of them both as 

ing departures from the status quo which the ‘Turkish Government has undertaken 
to respect, and es interfering with their loyal endeavours to induce the Sheikli to 
abstain from himself disturbing i 








oh 


T have received no information with regard to the reported sction of His 
Majesty's Consul at Balirein, but if, as your Bacelleney's note youl coo to imap 
he merely issued a public warning that the country near Ojair was in a disturbed 
condition, he would sppear to have only taken a necessary step for the assistance 
and protection of trading interests on the coast. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





Memorandum by the Marquess of Lansdowne, 


THE situation at Kowvit is becoming more and more embarrassing, and the time 
has come for looking it in ince. 5 aoe ans 
We have saddled ourselves with an impossible client in the person of the Sheikh. 
apparently an untrustworthy savage, no one knows where his possessions bogin 
and end, and our obligations towards him are as ill-de! the boundaries of 
Principality, We have distinctly announced that he does not enjoy British * prote 
on the other hand, we once made him a present of 1,(00/,, and promised him 
our " good offices,” whatevor that may mean, When we made this promise we were, 
I feel no doubt, thinking of, Koweit proper, if there is uch a thing, and not of 
Boobyan or other outskirts over which the Sheikh has rights of one sort or another. 
Wo havo up to the present sheltered ourselves not unsuccessfully, during our discus, 
sion with the Turks on the one sideand forvign Governments on'the other, behind the 
plausible announcement that we ired to maintain the status quo in regard to Kowcit. 
Hut T doubt whether auy one rally knows what the status quo i, We have, at any 
rato in my opinion, no right to tell the Turks that they may not move troops for the 
purpose of putting down a rebellion in tho Nojd region, or that they must not look 
oat for a suitable terminus of tho Baghdad Railway for fear of “disturbing the 
tate gu 
If matters are loft ax they are, we shall involve ourselves in a very unsatisfuoto 
dispute. And we shall, as Admiral Bosnnquot has Intely pointed ou, be oblice’ 
the squadron on sentry go at the head of the gulf in onder to maintain the 


hit, It seems to me, to explain (1) to the Porto (2) to the Sheikh an 

to tho foreign Powers famediatoly intoestod tho objects of Gur poligy ee nt © 
T should be inclined to say that our engagements to Kowoit donot extend beyond 

tho district adjoining or close to the bay of that name, and to endeavour to obtain the 


ry. 


adhosion of the Porte and of the Sheikh to an ay ate definition of that distri 
Te may be necessary to reconcile the Sheikh by the payrueat of another 1,000L. of 
nn even larger sum. - 

I would make it clonr to the Turks that we do not want to stand in the way of 
an arrangoment under which the terminus of the line might be placed at some spot 
other than Koweit to their advantage if they ean make anything out of it, 

\s to the forvign Powers, I have alretdy explained to most of them that we are 
not going to oppose the Railway project, provided British capital recetves a share at 
east equal to that of any other Power ect of constructios 
onlers for material and Th Wb for 

it into a British lake, 
other Powers to obtain a foothold on its 


If it is 
and where- 


‘Signed, LANS! v1 
Foreign Office, March 21, 1902, f , Oma: 
a iS i a 


96, 
The Murquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No. 54.) 
fact, phic.) P. Foreign Office, March 24, 1902. 
REFERRING to your telegram No, 35 of the 16th instant, we should, I think, 
fndeavour to arrive at frank understanding with the Turkish Government on the 
iuestion of Koweit. We have no wish to encourage the Sheikh to break away from 
is relations of sllegiance to the Sultan, and we have acknowledged that Koweit is a 
Part of the Ottoman dominions; but we are bound to give Mubarak our support 
against attacks or attempts to encroach on his territories or to diminish his privileges. 
‘eare unwilling on that acconnt to be drawn into a sories of ‘irritating discussions in 
tegand to the movements of Turkish forees to places in the vi of Koweit to which 
the Sheikh may possess some kind of claim, but his title to which it would be found 
diMenlt to prove satisfactorily 
We do not desire to place obstacles in the way of the Bagdad Railway being pro- 
longed to the Persian Gulf, or to provent Koweit, or any other spot which may be 
fonsidered more convenient, being selected as its terminus. Our assistance must, 
Wwever, be conditional on British capital receiving a shar at least equal to that af 
any other Power as regards orders for materials and the constraction and management 
Of the linc. We have a right to claim this. both in. view of the fact that it will he 
Recessary to obta operation for the financial arrangements on which the 
undertaking depends, and because ( is the Power which has the predo- 
minant interest in the European commerce of the Persian Gulf, to whose exertions it 
fs duo that the commerce of the world has aceess to those waters, and on whom in the 
future the duty will fall of protecting commerce as it passes through the Gulf by the 
Rew traile route 
T request that you will speak in this senso to the Minister for Poreign Affairs and 
the Grand Visier, pointing out to them that our co-operation will be necessary for 
arrangements with the Sheikh and his tribesmen in onder to secure their goodwill, and 
also for restraining piracy or plundering by others in the Gulf, whether the terminus 
of the railway be fixed in the actual territa 





No. 97, 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received March 25.) 


Sir, Tudia Office, March 24, 1003. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 15th instant, om the subject of tho recont 
advances by Turkish troops in the neighbourhood of Koweit, Lam direatod by Lord 
George Hamilton to request that you will lay before Lord Lansdowne the inelovel 
0pics of telegrams which bave lately passed between this Office and the Government 
of India on the subject. 

Thave, &e, 

(Signed) "A, GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 97. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


India Office, March 12, 1902. 

‘Conor reports arrival at Bussorah of six infantry battalions, and 
Consnl's bolief that further military posts, including one at Sobieh, are to be 
established towards Koweit. O'Conor understands that Koweit Sheikh claims that in 
favourable seasons his people cultivated land at Umkasr, and that Turks did not 
exercise authority there till recent events, but he considers that these arguments are 
weak, that it will be difficult to maintain with our present information that action 
of Ottoman authorities in either Bubian or Umkasr is disturbance of status quo at 
Koweit; consequently, that we must be content with maintenance of Shiikh’s 
authority over Koweit, including bay and Kasima. Foreign Office concur. Your 
telegram of 7th March regarding Bubian has been communicated to Foreign Office, 
War it is unlikely that it will alter their views. 








Inclosure 2 in No. 97. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 
(Telegraphie,) India Offce, March 14, 190! 
MY telegram 12th March. Koweit. Foreign Office, while eoneu: 
OConor’s views, agree to his suggestion that Porte should he informed that we cannot 
admit without further inquiry that occupation of Umkasr and Bubian is not disturbe 
ance of status quo, and that we do not regaril Sheikh’s rights as in any way prejudiced 
by action of Turkish authorities. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) India Office, March 17, 1902, 

KOWEIT: Admiralty communieste report that Kemball has advised Sheikh to 
Sccupy Hagaicja in order to forestall Turks. Foreign Office consider advice of 
questionable expediency, and doubt whether Turkish advance to Hagaieja can be 
called oncronchment. O'Conor has been instructed to remonstrate against advance, 
as tending to disturb country and impede our efforts to keep Sheikh quiet, in 
acconlance with agresment with Porte. 





No. 98. 
Telegrams communicated by India Offer, March 26, 1902, 
a.) 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


March 18, 1902, 


(elegeaphie,) 
MY telegram of 17th. Koweit. 
Following tyro tolograms of 15th March from Kemball :— 
Ist, “ Wratislaw telegtaphs judgment was served on Sheikh’s lawyer in Bussorab, 
12th March, ‘This presumably refers to Kutizien property.” 
2nd.“ Wratislaw tolographs that all the Turkish sappers in Bussorah, about 


cighty in number, arv ordered to leave for Fao, and thence most of them to Bubian. 
Your telegram of Lath March has been reecived. Sheikh will, I fear, be much 
concerned at tho decision to allow Bubian to remain 

considers his right to this placo undoubted, a 

his position as Sheikh, Kowelt, more difficult, 

boon entirely popular in Koweit, and thero is Turkish part 

‘Will increase as Sheikh’s position becomes more difficult. Ie is, I believe, both ready 
nd anxious to romain loyal to us, but. as matters are now going he may be forced to 
make terms with Turks, who are apparently working with this end in view. Turkish 
advances have, it seems to me, altered. stitus quo, ia. that position of the Sheik 
thereby affected, and his authority at Koweit weakened. Further, it will be essential, 
$0 far us T ean seo, for our ship of war to remain indefinitely, if our hold over Sheikh 
is to be maintained. Tt is advisable that I should receive instructions whether Koweit 
shore of Khor Subyeh may be considered within Sheikh’s limit. Sheikh has beon 
advised not to actively oppose Turks if they advance to Hagaieja, which is practically 
same place as Subyeh, but to leave settlement of the question of his frontier with us, 
Sabyeh is seven miles distant from mouth of the Khor, and we may, in view of recent 
decision, not consider ourselves able to maintain Sheikh’s authority over it. Entranes 
t Khor Subyeh is not navigable for ships.” 

‘These telegrams crossed your telegram of 14th, Your telegram of 17th received. 
View of Foreign Office appears to us unsotind, and unless Shoikh is to be squeezed 
out altogether, it seems essential to rain for bim Koweit shore of Khor Subysh. It 
is serious enough that he should lose Bubiau Island, if Hagaieja and Subyeh are 
to go too Kathama Bay will follow sait, and Turks will be in immediate vieinity of 


oT 


Koweit. In these circumstances Sheikh will have no alternative except to m 
terms with Turks, and our entire policy will be nullified. Advance of the Turks 
Unquestionable violation of status quo, since they have never before been in place now 
Secupied. Should we not, therefore, inform both Turks and Sheikh that Koweit shores 
of Khor Subyeh are considered to be within Sheikh’s limit, and that encroachment 
Will not be permitted ? 


@) 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) March 21, 1902, 

MY telegram of the 18th. Koweit, 

Kemball telegraphs 19th : A : : 

© Mubarak writes complaining of raid{s] by cousin{s] of Emir of Nejd, in whieh 
120 camels were carried away near Jehra. Mubarak has frequently complained of 
raids upon his territory, and he states that, in accordance with our advice, he has not 
Tetalinted. I think that Turks should be told to restmin Emir of Nojd, otherwise 
Mubarak will be allowed to retalinte, I hear from Fao that about Afty Turkish 
Soldiers passed down river towards fort, presumably suppers referred to in my telegram 
of the 15th March.” 


(3) 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of Indl 
(Telezraphic.) India Office, March 24, 190s 
HIS Majesty's Government aro eonsidering the whole question of Kowei 
are addressing the Porto on tho subject. Pending decision instruct Kemball to do 


Rothing hy advice or otherwise to encourage Sheikh to occupy positions beyond those 
he now holds. 





No. 99. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received March 20.) 


India Office, March 24, 1902. 
I AM directed by Lont George Hamilton to request, ‘with reference to 
Mr. Bertie's letter of the 30th August, 1809, that His ane Ambassador xt 
Constantinople may be instructed to direct His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah to repeat 
to the Viceroy the information regarding developments at Koweit, which he finds it 
Recessary to telegraph to Constantinople, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





No. 100. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 26.) 

(No, 40.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, March 26, 1902. 

KOWEIT. With reference to your Lordship's telegram No. 52 containing state- 
ment of Commander-in-chief, following received to-day from Mr. Wratislaw = 

* Sheikh’s Agent told me to-day that all he hind said was that he thought Turks 
Fished to occupy coast-line ns far as possibile towards Koweit, but that ho gave no 
information of an intention to occupy Kasima. He did write of an intention to 
Sccupy Sobieh, but, now that Sheikh has forestalled them, ho thinks there is no further 
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No, 101 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received March 27.) 


a Bs Constantinople, March 2 
WEIT. My telegram gates 

Thave called the very serious atten Ministor for Foreign Affairs and 
of the Grand erto a by Mr. Wratislaw on the 25th, that the 
Turks intend to occupy Sobieh shortly, in spite of presence of Sheikh's men, and have 
urged that orders to prevent any movement of this kind he immediately sent. 

T learnt also from the Grand Vizier that the observations strongly deprecating any 
further encroachment on tho Sheikh’s territory, which I made to him on the 25th, in 
obedience to your Londahirs instructions contained in telegram No. 54, were at once 
reported by him to the Palace, bat the Sultan's reply was not satisfactory. Another 
and more urgent report will be presented to His Imperial Majesty to-night by his 
Highness, ss 

I do not think any further encroachment can be allowed without encouraging the 
‘Tarks to proceed to still greater lengths, and without losing control over the Sheikh, 
‘The presence of a gun-boat in the neighbourhood will hardly fail of its effect. 


—————— ee 
No, 102, 
Anthopoulo Pasha to the Marquess of Lansdowne —{ Received March 28.) 
VYAMBASSADEUR de Turquie présente ses compliments au Marquis do 
Lansdowne, ot a Vhonneur de porter & la connaissance de sa Seigneurie que, dapris 


un télégromme qu'il vient de recevoir du Ministire Impérial, il appert que des 
Tiitiments de guerre Britanniques eontinuent & faire des évolutions dans lew caus 


Ottomanes du ebté do NG, et quo Tes équipages de ces navies descendent mimo A 


torre 6 mimottent des actos de nature 
population, 

De pareils procédés étant contraires aux droits souverains du Gouvernement 
Impérial, Anthopoulos Pacha prie le Marquis de Lansdowne de vouloir bien trans 
mottre A qui de droit des ordres propres & en cmpécher le renouvelloment. 

Ambassade Impériale de Turquie. 

Londrer, le 27 Mars, 1902, 


jeter le trouble dans les esprite de la 





No. 108. 
India Office-to Foreign Office —(Received March 28,) 


THE Under-Seerotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lard George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seoretary of State, copy of a paraphrase 
of a telogram from the Vicoroy, dated 26th March, concerning the affairs of Koweit. 


India Office; Moreh 27, 1902, 


Tnelosure iu No. 108. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Telegraphic.) P. March 26, 1902. 
TISLAW telegraphs on 25th March that, according to information he has 
reecived, Turks will very soon occupy Subiyyeh in spite of the presence of the Sheikh's 
men. 
Kemball also telegraphs on 25th March that Gaskin reports information received 
from Mahomed Abdul Wabab, who has Intely returned from El Hasa to Babroin, that 


39 


‘the Vali of Bussorah has written to the Governor of El Hasa informing him that the 
Turkish Government has abandoned the idea of Kasima as the terminus of the German 
Railway, and has chosen Umkasr instead. 





No. 104. 


Y. O'Conor to the Marquees of Lansdowne—{ Received March 20.) 


(No. 36.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, March 29, 1902, 
KOWEIT. British Consul, Bussorah, telegraphs on’the 18th March :— 
“A Commissioner from the Emir has arrived in Russorah, asking for help to 
subdue rising in Nejd proper, with which he seems unable to cope. No answer has 
been given him as yet." 





No. 105. 


Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O° Conor.—(Received at the Foreign Office, March 81,) 


1G 8. Confidential.) 

ir, Busrorah, February 25, 1902, 
WITH reference to my telegeams Nos. 18, 19, and 20, of the 19th, 28ni, and 24th 
instant tively, Lhave the honour to report that the account originally brought 
‘by Turkish soldiers from Sefwan of a collision between the troops at Umkasr and 
Armed Arabs proved to be incorrect, ‘The following is what the Vali who sont the 
‘Tubour Aghnssi to the spot to enquire states to have occurred :— 

‘About ten days ago a British gun-boat was observed to bo in the Khor, the 
channel between Bubian Island and tho mainland, of which the northern portion is 
known as Khor Abdullah, and the southern as Khor-es-Sobich. Later a party was 
seen to land and take observations, and the officer in command of tho troops at 
Umkasr thereupon advanced to meet them. Ho inquired what was the redson of 
their visit, and the naval offlecr replied that he wished, if it were permitted, to call on 
him, Ile anewored, * Why, certainly,” ond wa conducting then to his quarters when 
& considerable body of Aras who had collected, and who apparently thought that the 
Englishimon were being carried off in custody, raised the war-cry, which is their usual 
preliminary to an attack. ‘The Turkish soldiers stood to their arms and trouble at first 
Appeared imminent, but finally all ended peacefully. ‘Tho British officer paid 
second friendly call on the Turkish Commandant the next day. 

" fabour Aghassi arrived at Umkasr the British ship was just starting, 

in vain to attract her attention. 

it would have been much more satisfaetory if the Commandor 

of His Majesty's ship had let him know through the Consulate that he wished to 

survey the locality in question, when his Excellency would liave arranged for a fitting 

reeeption and there would have been no risk of unpleasintness. Of course that old 

rascal Mubarck was at the bottom of it. His Excellency added that his limited 

Vocabulary was quite inadequate to describe the crafty and intrigning character of the 

Sheikh of Koweit, whose one object was to émbroil Turkey with Great Britain. 500 

‘men and a couple of guns were enough to obliterate him, but really he was not 
Worth it, 

Ieee ides the two Governments could stile all pending questions between them- 

selves. 

‘The Vali, who himself broached the subject to my Dragoman, who was calling on 
him about other business, farther requested him to tell me that he had been much 
feline! by an incident which bad oscurred at Koweit at the time of the visit of the 

fakib, who was accompanied by Nedjib Bey, his own brother. ‘The Captain of a 
British man-of-war had, he asserted, caused the Turkish flag to be lowered and replaced 
by the British flag so long as the Nakib’s stay lasted. 

He, the Vali, naturally reported the matter to Constantinople, but on official 
remonstrances being made the explanation was given that the exchange of flags was 








No. 109. 
India Office to Foreign Office —{ Received March 31.) 


THE Under-Secretary of Siate for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
a lettor from the Foreign Secrotary, Calcutta, dated the 27th February, relative to the 
affairs of Koweit. 


India Office, March 29, 1902. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 109. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


(Gonsidential) 
ir, Bushire, February 6, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information ot the Government of India, 
translated purport of two letters received by me from Sheikh Mubarek, of Koweit, 
in one of which he reports that Abdul Aziz Thn Sacod, the son, I believe, of Abdul 
Rahman bin Peysat fbn Snood, bas taken possession of Riadh; while in’ the other 
letter he reports the Ixtest news of Tbn Rashid’s whereabouts, and his intention to 
attack. If the news of the capture of Rindh is true, as I believe it is, it would seem 
that the Emir of Nojd will have other things to think of than an attack on Koweit. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) 0. A. KEMBALL. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 109. 


‘Translated purport of « Letter dated) the 20th Shawal, 1319 (January 31, 1902), from 
Sheikh Mubarek El Sabah, Chief of Koweit, to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf- 


(After compliments.) 

ON tho 19th Shawal (80th January, 1902), authentic information reached mo 
rogatding Abdul Azis Ibn Saood and all the Saood people, who are near a place called 
Kharaj, which is near Hasa. Riadh belonged to them. ' They have captured Riadh 
and killed Ibn Rashid’s man, who was acting as his Governor at Riadh and Aridh. 
‘hey have alzo killed many of Ibn Rashid’s dependents, and taken charge of the fort 
at Rindh. ‘The tribes of tho south are gathering round him (Abdul Aziz bin Stood), 
viz,, Downsir, El Murra, Ejman, and the inhabitants of Nejd, and they have started 

ag tho wall round Riadh, whieh Ibn Rashid had demolished. “News hns also 

‘Anja that the peoplo there are making preparations to fight fbn Rashid, that 

the latter is at presont neat the boundary of the Dhafeir country, five days distant from 

here. On account of your good geaees Iam resting quiet with my poople and my 
tribos, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 109. 


Translated purport of a Letter dated the 22nd Shavwal, 1319 (February 2, 1902), from 
Sheikh Mubarek Bl Sabah, Chief of Koweit, to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


{After compliments.) 

TL HAVE reoeived news from a person who has just come from where Ihn Rashid 
ig, Ho said Ibn Rashid is at the lat Boundary of the Dafeir country, near a place 
called Aranah, which is five days distant from here. He also stated. that the whole of 
Thn Rashid’s following belongs to the Shummar ttibe, that be intends attacking my 
tribes, who are near my territory; that he has given out, “ Mubarck has gone over 
to the Bnglish, and the latter bave stopped him from ottacking me or any tribes, where- 


6 


as the Turks do not prevent mo, and want mo to destroy Mubarck’s tribes, so that 
none may remain with him. If the English made inquiries from the Turks, and the 
Turks wrote to me, I would make excuses, and say I have done nothing.” 

‘This is the arrangement which exists between Ibn Rashid and the Turks. ‘The 
news is correct, because Sahood, one af the Sheikhs of the Muteir tribe, hnd heard it 
from Ibn Rashid eight days ago, and ho hns repeated it to me and the Captain (Senior 
Nayal Officer). 1 have now told my tribes to mobilize near Jahra, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 109. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


{Consdentiat) 
ir, 


Bushire, February 10, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Assistant Political Agent at Bahrein 
informs me that a letter addressed to the Chief of Bahrein by the Emir of Nejd was 
brought to Barein by Sand-ul-Hazomi, alluded to in Mr, Gaskin’s letter, which formed 
the inclosure to my letter No. 12, dated the 18th January last, to your address. ‘The 
etter, which was shown by the Chief to the Assistant Political Agent, 4 
the usual compliments and inquiries after the Chiof’s health. It seemed to mo that 
the receipt of this letter might give the Chief an opportunity of communicating with 
the Emir of Nejd, and I have accordingly instructed Mr. Gaskin to suggest to the 
Chief that he might, in his reply to the Emir's letter, advise him to desist from 
hostilities and make terms with Sheikh Mubarek, who is quite ready to listen to any 
Teasonable proposals 

Thavo, &o, 


(Signed) ©, A. KEMBALL, 





No. 110, 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received Aprit 1.) 


(No. 47) Z 
llegraphic:) P. Constantinople, Aprit 1, 190%. 

FITS Mojesty’s Consul at Bussorah telegraphs to-day ns follows :— 

* Marck 31.—Sheikh has, I hear, offered x heavy bribe of 10,0001. to the Vali to 
stop further encrachments and put him right with the Sultan, Moubarek declares 
he only called in the English to protect him against the Amir because the Sultan 
fefused to assist him, and that he is Hix Majesty's faithful servant. 

“ Most of the sappers, I believe, stayed at Fao. Only twenty went to Bubian.” 





No.1. 


ir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received April 1.) 


No. 48. Confidential.) 
{tsi Constantinople, Aprit 1, 1902. 


jhic.) P. 

“ROWEU?. “in conversation with me to-day the Minister for Foreign A\ 
Observed, with reference to the overtures made by the Sheilch, that he soomed willing 
to make promises as readily to one side as to another. Towfik Pasha assured me that 

Government liad no intention of occupying Kasiina or Sobich. I warnod him 
that further encroachments would not be tolerated by His Majesty's Governnient. 
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No. 112. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 


Foreign Office, Aprit 1, 19 
held by your Excelleney as reported 


‘ot navigate the channel to Subich, but there are two, if not thres, 
of His Majesty's ships in the neighbourhood of Khor Abdallah and Koweit 





No, 113. 


‘The Marquees of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor, 
07.) 
Foreign Office, April 1, 1902. 
IN your Excellency’s despateh No. 402 of the 17th, August, 1809, you stated 
thot you had instructed His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah to communicate dire 
His Majesty's Consul-General nt Bushire on matters connected with Kows 
to report at once to the Viceroy of India if any emergency arose which required 
immedinte actio 
The Secretary of State for India hus now asked that Mr. Wratislaw 
Instructed to repeat to the Vieoroy any information in rogard to the affairs of 
which ho considers it necessary to telegraph to you 
T request that you will instruct Mr, Wratislaw as suggested. 
LANSDOWNE. 


¢ 
Sir, 


(Sigued) 





No. 14. 


Sw N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdoune=—(Reeeived Aprit 2.) 


(No. 49.) 
(Telegephio.) Ps Constantinople, April 2, 1902. 


ROWEUT, My despatch No, 153 of the Ist instant and my telegram No. 148 of 


the 27th ultimo. 
Tam informed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs that he has reecived the 
‘tan’s orders to deny in tho most formal manner that the occupation of Kasima of 


Sobich is contemplated by the Turkish Government, 





No. 115. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, Aprit 2, 1902. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 21st February, I am directed by the Marquess 
‘of Lansdowne to transmit ¢0 you copies of note from the Turkish Ambassador, dated! 
fhe Lith ultimo, in regard to affairs in the neighbourhood of Koweit, and of his 
Lordship's repl 

Peep owne has now reecived a further note from Anthopoulo Pasha, of 
which a copy is also inclosed, complaining that British ships of war continue to make 
Qvolutions in Turkish waters in the direction of Nejd, and that parties land from them 
‘and commit acts of « nature to disturb the population. 

Tam to request that the Seuretary of State for India will favour Lord Lansdowne 
with his observations on these complaints. ; 

am, 


Sir, 


rc. 
'T, H. SANDERSON. 


1 
(Signed) 
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No. 116. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received April 3.) 


Sir, India Office, April 8, 1902. 
_” TAM direeted by Lord George Hamilton to inclose, for Lord Lira e intern: 
tion, a copy of a telegram from the Governor-General on the subject of the situation at 
Koreit 

Tt appears to Lord George Hamilton that the practical point with regard to whie 
further instructions are required by the Viceroy tea apeetion: of the iiaite, bare 
Aerritory which His Majesty's Government reganl ax belonging indisputably to the 
Sheikh’ of Koweit, and upon which Majesty's Government are prepared: to 
support the Sheikh against encroachment, 

, ttis Lordship will be glad to receive an expression of Lord Lansdowne’s views upon 
this point, the question having becn rnised in Sir N. O'Conor's telegram No. 43 of the 
27th ultimo, in regard to the Turkish advance to Sobieh. 

Lam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 116. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


Celegmphic.) India Office, March 20, 1902. 
Poet HE following i the sense of the communication which is to be addremed to the 
orto :— 
___ Koweit having been acknowledged to bo part of Ottoman Dominions, His Majesty's 
Government do not wish to encoursge Sheikh to throw off allogiance to Sultan, y 
— not wish to enter into irritating disewssions about movements of Turkish troops to 
lacos claimnod by the Sheikh, but of which the title is difficult to prove; they must, 
Howover, protect him from encroachments, Ax to the Bagdad Railway, they do. not 
losire to obstruct its extension to Koweit or elsewhere on the Gulf; but an essential 
condition of their nssistance is that in respect of construction, material, and management, 
British capital should receive at least an equal share with that of anyother Power, ‘Thin 
condition is claimed because British financial co-operation is necessary, and British 
wrest in the commerce of the British efforts in the past have 
ied the trade of the To sccure the gool- 
will of the Sheikh of Koweit, and to restrain piracy, British co-operation will be required, 
Whatever the points at which the terminus of the railway may be located 


Inclosure 2 in No, 116. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hanilton. 
(Telegraphic.) March 29, 1902. 
_ _ WE do not understand the policy of His Majesty's Government regarding Koweit 
indicated in your telegram of 26th March. ‘The position hitherto taken up was defined 
jolLord Lansdowne's letter acquaintng Bir F. Lascelles of 12th September, 1901, as one of 
irge measure of practical independence ; sce also O'Conor's despatch to Lord Lansdowne 
$1 lou September, 1001. Is the abandonment of this postion involved in the acknow: 
ledgment of Kowcit as part of Ottoman Dominions? Again, what eneroachment anc 
Jere is meant when it s declared that His Majesty's Government intcud to support the 
heikh against encroachment ? Is it proposed to resist the advance of Turkish troops 
‘on the Koweit side of Khore Subieh ! Since status quo is in danger of heing whittlod 
way, and the above questions may assume practical importavce at aay romnent, we shalt 
grateful for more explicit instructions. 





isis! 








uz. 


Foreign Office to India Office 
(Seeret,) 
Sir, Foreign Offée, April 8, 1902. 

I HAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the Srd instant, 
inclosing a copy of a telegram from the Viceroy of India in regard to Koweit 

Tt appears to Lord Lansdowne that the Viceroy has not fully apprehended the 
meaning of the instructions sent to His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople in his 
telegram No. 54 of the 24th ultimo, ‘The Viceroy seems to be under the impression 
that Sir N. O'Conor was to announce, as a new departure, tho admission by His Maj 
Gorernment that Koweit formed part of the Ottoman Dominions 

No now departure was, however, intended. What was contemplated was that Sir 
N. O'Conor should, on behalf of His Majesty's Government, begin by the admission, 
not by any menns made by them for the first time, that Koweit is within the Turkiah 
Empire, with all the qualification upon which His 3ajesty's Government have throughout 
insisted as to the unsubstantial charneter of the rity over the locality, and 
the reality of the “ large measure of pra which they have always 
claimed for the Bhoikh. No new acknowledgment of the Sultan's authority over Koweit 
was intended, and it will be seen from the inelosed copy of a despatch from Sir SN. O'Cono 
that, in explaining to tho Grand Vizier the views of His Majesty's 
fact, stopped short of roferring to Koweit ax being within the Sul 

Lord Lansdowne sees no reason for receding from the pos p by Hix 
Majesty's Government in rogard to Koweit, as explained in his despatch to His Slajesty"s 
Ambassador at Berlin, No, 312 of the 12th September, 1001 ; but he considers that they 
could wearcely support the statement mado by Sir N, O'Conor in his despatch No, si42 
of the 10th September, 1001, that they could not admit the Sultan's authority over 
Kowoit. His Majesty's Governmont have repeatedly made admissions inconsistent with 
this statement, 

If the Secretary of State for India concurs in these views, Lord Lanstowne would 
woggest that they should be explained to the Viceroy in some detail by telegraph. 

His Excelleney might be furthor informed that His Majosty°« Government have no 
desire to wee the aatux quo at Koweit “whittled out of existence; that they wish to 
preserve for the Sheikh both his privileges and his territory, but that these, particularly 
the latter, are unfortunately not sufficiently defined, 

That’ Hix Majesty's Gove esire, firstly, (o avoid being entangled in irritating 

upon doubtful points, and, secondly, to have it understood that their rights and 

lie Pervian Gulf do not depend upon their shadowy co with the Sheikh, 

other and bronder considerations, and that, in order to establish thelr elaitn to 
have a voice in such questions ax the location of a railway terminus at x particular point 
on the shore of the Gulf, it is not necessary to begin by proving that that point falls 
within the limits of the territory of Kowelt. 

Finally, that, ax a question of pructical polities, His Majesty's Government would 
resist a Turkish advance on tho Koweit wide of Sublyeh. 

Tam, te 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 





No. 115. 


Admiralty o Foreign Office (Received April 4.) 


(Confidential) 

Nir, Admiralty, April &, 1902. 
WITH reference to previous correspondence as to affairs at Koweit, I am eom- 

manded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to forwanl to you herewith, to be 

Inid before the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a eopy of a letter, dated the 

22nd February last, from the Officer Commanding His Majesty's ship “ Fo: relative 

to the sate of affairs in the Persian Gulf, together with a copy of a letter, dated the 


* No 10s, 


67 
20th February, from the Officer Commanding His Majesty's ship “Sphinx,” reporting: 
his proceedings during a visit to the Khor Abdulla and Um Kasr. 
2, A similar letter has been sent to the India Office. 
Tam, & 
(Signed) N MACGL 


Inclosure 1 in No, 118, 
Captain Petham to Kear-Admiral Bosonguet, 


" Fox," at Koweit, Februar 
mation of my telegram of this date, I have the honour to inilo er 
ander Kemp relative to his vist in Tis Majesty’ chip “Sphinx” up the Khor 
Abdulla. a 
Previous to his sailing to ascertain.the exact positions occupied by the ‘Turks on the 
jor Abdulla, I directed him, confidentially, to ob as far-as he could in xo short a 
it and without giving offence, the possibilities of Uin Kase as ay alternative hathour 
for the terminus of the proposed German railway from Bagdad, as, from informatio 
Teceived from the Resident, Bushire, I gathered that an alternative position might be 
meditated. 3 Sie 
Commander Kemp's Report fully bears out the idea formed in my own mind from 
Jocal inquiries that Um Kasr has the making of an uncommonly secure commercial 
harbour, and if his hurried estimate of its capabilities is accurate, it places » doubtful 
Telative vaiue on Koweit, with its very shoal waters, which necessitate long anil extensive 
fiers to secommodate shipment and disembarkation of goods, ax compared with Umm 
‘ant, with its deop and sheltered waters. 
1 inclose Commander Kemp's sketch of Khor Um Kase, which is situated opposite 
1@ north-west corner of Warba Island, and is ot shown on our charts, which, as 
Previously mentioned, are quite unreliable and inaccurate for thoso parts 2 
You will observe that, as indicated in my lettor of tho Sist January, the Turkish 
Advance to Um Kasr has been followed by the further advance to Jexirat Boobiyan, 
whither they are now transporting stones and building a house, apparently for stores and 
living in 5 
Sheikh Mubarek complains bitterly at this continual encroachment on the part of 
the Turkish armed forces on ground which he persists has belonged ta Kowett for many 
Years and never been occupied before by Turks. r 
‘As regards Jeziat Boobiyan, rent is actually paid to merchants in Koweit for the 
ground occupied for agriculture 
TIN rolerence 49 the Tookdont reported ‘by: Coommandar’ Kemp ax Yappaning-at tha 
Kasr on the 15th instant, Mubarek entirely disavows any 
Bedouins who eaxion 


ng. 
2. The health of the ships’ companies on the division continue very good, with the 
‘exception of the “ Sphins," on which ship T reported to you lnxt weok 
3. Movements of ships and foreign men-ol-war attached, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) F. 8 PELHAM, 
‘Captain and Senior Officer, Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 115. 


Commander Kemp to Captain Pelham, 


(Consdentia) 
ir, 


T HAVE the honour to report that I left Koweit on Friday, the 14th ¥ 
Proceeded up the Khor Abdulla, when I anchored about half-way for the night, {went 
on next day, and at 1°20 vat. anchored two miles sonth-east of Um Kasr, in 10 fathoms 
of water, about 300 yards from the western store. When we approached the anchorage 

saw some Bedouins on the beach, who appeared to be el area ‘at the appearance of 


” at Koweit, February 20, 1902, 
"Febroary, and 


the ship, and who were running about collecting their flocks, 8c, I therefore sent my 
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interpreter to them to reassure them, and to tell them that I meant them no harm. While 
the interpreter was on the beach he found one of Sheikh Mubarek’s men, named 
Ebrahim, and brought him on board to speak tome, At 3 v.at. Tlanded with this mam 
and my interpreter and two of my officers, whom I had directed to ascertain the 
geographical position of the point on the beach opposite the ship by shore sights. When 
T Janded T saw some Turkish soldiers with an officer coming towards us from the 
direction of the ‘Turkish camp at Um Kasr, 2 miles north-west from where we 
wore. 

Tanswered such questions as the Turkish officer asked me, and asked to visit his 
camp, to which he agreed, and I proceeded there in company with him. 

‘The camp consists of ten tents, with forty men, in a rectangle inclosed by a ruined 
mud wall, and with a ruined mud tower, which the Turks use as a look-out. With the 
exceplion of the Turkish soldiers, no one lives there, aad there are’ no houses, 
towns, &e. 

While Twas i 

&e., and © 


wg down for him the name of the 


med to disturb him greatly, 
and he ran out of the tent. My interpreter told me it had something to do with the 
Bedouing, 

T went out of the tent and found tho post surrounded by about seventy Bedouins, 
who were standing about 100 yards away, some moun nd some on foot, and armed 
with rifles, spears, &e. 

‘The Turkisl soldiers were lying down under the sud wall, and it was ovident 
to me at once that they were quite out of hand, and that they were preparing to open 
fire on the Bedouins, 

The officer was in a pitiable state of agitation, and for the moment had lost com- 
wanil of his mon, 

J caused my interpreter to inform him and his soldiers that there must be no firing, 
‘and promised to make the Arabs disperse. 

‘The latter eame no nearer, and as soon as tho Turks were a little reassured, I 
took Ebrahim, the Sheikh's man with me, leaving my interpreter in the camp, and 
wont out to the Arabs and commanded them to return to their oncampinent, 
whieh they did 

The ‘Turkish officer professed to beliove that our visit was prearranged with the 
Arabs for the pirpose of attacking his post, and sent off messengers to Safwan for roin- 
forcements, He toll me he expected 160 men ina few hours, but no one had arrived 
when I visited him again the next 

On my way back to the ship 
‘Turky’), and saw tho Headman, who sald 
themselves devoted to him, 

I ae out to them the folly of their conduct in advancing on the Turks, and told 
thei that to attack the Turks without special orders from their Sheikh was an act of 
treachory to hiw. 

1'o this they assented, and promised in future not to approach the Turks so closely. 
45 {o put the latter in doubt of their intentions, 

1 was carofal, however, not to suggest to them to leave the vicinity of the place, or 
that they had no right there. 

I Binve reported the incident at some longth as the Turkish officer expressed his 
intention of making a report about it to Bussorab. ‘The Turks at Uin Kast have done 
nothing towards improving the defence of the post in the way of trenches or strengthen- 
ing the mad wall, which is so ruined that mounted Arabs could charge right 

The Arabs complain of the Turks for stealing their sheep and oppressing them in 
other wa) nd there seems to be « very bitter feeling between them. 

‘the latitude aud longitude of the spot on the beach opposite the ship wax 
40” 1' 26" N., and 47° 57' 57” B.This position may be relied on to be correet. Um 
Kasr lies 2 miles north-west of this. 

It will thus be seen that Um Kasr is situated on the western side of a khor (which 
1 have called Khor Um Kasr), which is faintly represented on Chart 2897 o as running 
in to the north-west from the north-west side of Worba Island, We could see no sign 
of the large khor shown on the chart as existing abont 4 miles to north-east of this. 

Khor Um Kasr is a broad deep waterway, and extends, I believe, up to Zobebt, 
which is 35 miles N.W. 3 N. of Um Kasr. If will be thus secn that this khor affords & 
waterway for smaller ships directly on the flank of the Turkish line from Bussorab, 
through Zubhin, Safwan, and Um Kasr, 


ited the Arab canp (about 2} miles from the 
belouged to Mubarek, aud expressed 
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Safwan and Zubhin have each about 300 troops. The former is situated 20 miles 
north-west from Um Kasr, and the latter about 35 miles N.W. 3 N. 

Khor Um Kasr would be accessible to ships of any draught through Khor Abdulla 
ere it not for a narrow and shallow channel off the eastern end of Worba Island, and 
this has at least 18 fect at high water, and probably more, and once past it you are in 

ir. 

With the exception of this channel, which might be dredged, Um Kasr would, 1 
should think, make a good terminus for a railway, as far as natural advantages are 
‘concerned, as there is good accommodation for ships close to the shore, 

Um Kasr has a good water supply, and there is grazing ground for sheep but not 
for horses. 

Tleft Um Kasr on the 17th February and proceeded through the channel between 
the south end of Worba Island and north side of Boobiyan into the Khor A» Sobiyeh, 
Khor As Sobiyeh is also connected with Khor Um Kast by a channel shown on chart on 
North-vest side of Worba Island, but this was so narrow I did not gare to take the 
ship in. 

I anchored the same evening in Khor As Sobiyeh on a apot between the 
4 and 2 fathoms marked on chart, about 6 miles north of Bobiyeh. 

1 visited Sobiych next day by boat. It consists of a few date treos and mud walls, 
fand was occupied by some of Sheikh Mubarek’s men who had come round the day 
bofore in a dhow. 

1 left again on the 19th February and anchored off the south-west corner of Worba, 
about a spot marked 7 fathoms on the chart, in order to sound round and ascertain what 
‘manner of harbour it would make, 

[found the deep-water channel is rather narrow, but still there is good accommoda: 
tion for the largest ships, and were it dredged on either side of the channel it would 
make a very fine harbour. It is quite landlocked, and a good anchorage. 

In my opinion, as a railway terminus—so far as natural advantages of a harbour 2o 
~it is far in excess of Koweit; and were the Khor Abdulla surveyed and buoyed would, 
T believe, be accessible to ships of all draughts, 

Proceeding down the Khor Abdulla observed a Turkish post on the nouth- 
Part of Boobiyan Island, close to the small peninsula shown on tho chart, 

I therefore anchored for the night and visited it next morning, 

There are four tents with an officer and twenty men, 

‘The officer told me they had come from Um Kast, that they hai been there a 
fortnight, and that it is intended to oceupy the post coreaneaey, "Phere is a brick 
house in course of construction for the reception of stores, &. 

As far ar T could make out there is uo water supply, and they aro dependent for 
this and for all other supplies on Fao, No Arabs live in Boobiyan Island, 

ring this trip, with the exception of the Sheikh'x dhow at Sobiyeh and two 
hows plying between Fao and the Turkish post in Boobiyan, Ixaw not a siugle boat, nor, 
with the exception of the people I have mentioned, any signs of |i 

I propose, us soon as possible, to forward for your information a more detailed 
Account of the hydrographical features of these khors and channels, together with an 
folanged skoteh of oor roate showing the sounding, a recon of every east having been 

en. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed!) ‘TW. KEMP, 





No, 119, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lanadowne.—(Received April 7.) 


[1515] 








His Excellency replied that the Imperial Government had no intention of sending 
troops to either of the places I had named, and that he authorized me to give your 
Lordship assurances to this effect. 

I remarked that he must not be surprised at my hesitating to convey such 
assurances to miship, in view of the fact that both Umkasr and Bubian Island 
were occupied after he had repeatedly assured me that the Ottoman Government 
would respect the status quo, and that no encroachments would be made upon the 
Koweit territory. I iad already told his Excellency that the ation of these 
pluces could not be regarded as in any way prejudicing the Sheikh's r 
authority over them, and it was with extreme astonishment that I had subsequent 

a report of an intention to occupy two other localities which were still nearcr 

If the Ottoman Government proceeded in this manner they would very 
and instead of trying to attain a satisfactory and 
reliable sottloment of this question regarding the Sheikh’s rights by mea 
wzotintion, I should certainly advise His Majesty's Government not 
furtlor encroachments, and to prevent it by force if necessary 
qwlik Pasha said that a report had been presented to the Sultan two day 
stating that the Council of Ministers strongly deprecated any further advance in the 
direction of Koweit, but that no answer had yet been received. He was, however, 
going at once to the Palace, and he hoped to be able to send me word to-inorrow that 
the Sultan authorized the Grand Vizicr Lo send orders to the Vali of Bussorah in the 
sense desired. 
Thave, &e. 


(Signed) -N. R. O'CONOR. 





No. 120. 
India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received April 7.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Seoretary of State for Foroign Adhite, and, Uy direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of a paraphnse 
of a telegram from the Secretary of State to the Viceroy, dated the 4th instant, rola 

to tho reported intention of the Turkw to ocoupy Sobieh or Kasi 


India Office, Aprit 7, 1902, 


Inclosure in No. 120. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(Telegraphia) P. India. Office, April 4, 1902 

OCONOR reports a communication from the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affaire 
to the effect that the Saltan haw insteucted him to deny, in the most formal manner, 
any intention to ocoupy Sobieh or Kasima. 





No. 121. 


India Office to Foreign Offce—(Received April 8.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scervtary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of » paraphrase 
of @ telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 7th instant, relating to the Koweit Jaw-suit- 


India Office, April 8, 1902. 


a 


Inclosure in No, 121. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) _P. April 7, 1902, 

VITH reference to my telegram of the 15th ultimo, Resident Persian Gulf 
Teporis 5th instant that Consul Bussorah telegraphs opposition made by Sheikh of 
Koweit’s lawyer, and that caso will be retried Sth instant. 





No, 122, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 10.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India. presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of inclosures in 
pce from the Foreign Secretary, Caloutta, dated the 20th March, relating to Koweit 


India Office, April 9, 1902, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 122. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kembali to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Bushire, February 19, 1902. 

IN continuation of my letter dated the 17th instant, T have the honour to report 
that the news of the capture of Riadh by Abdul Aziz has beon confirmed {rom several 
ources. It is further said that he has repaired the wall round Riadh, and that the inhabi. 
tants of Aridh and other places have joined him. 

2. Abdul Aziz is the son of Abdul Rahman-bi |, the brother of Abdullah-bin- 
Feysal, the last of the Wahabi Amirs. This Abdal Rahman was, it will be remembered 
the person who headed the revolt of the partisans of the Al Seood dynasty against 
Muhammad Ibn Rashid, the Amir of Nejd, ia 1891. Oo his total defeat by Thu Rashid 

fad to seek eafety in Hight, together with the broken fomousts of the Al Siood, He 

been in receipt of a pension from the Turkish Government, and has of recent yoars 
Resided at Koweit, where he now is, Whether his son, Abdul Aziz, will be able to 
e-establish himself in the kingdom of his ancestors remains to be seen. His ultimate 
defeat by Thi Rashid would scem to be probable. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 122, 
Lieutenant-Colone! Kemball (o Government of India. 
(Consdential,) Bushire, February 20, 1902, 
IN continuation of my Jetter dated the 19th instant, I have’ the honour to forward 
Copies of despatches addressed by His Britannic Majesty's Consul, Bussoral, to. His 


Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, on the subject of Sheikh Mubarak-el-Sabah's 
‘states situated in Turkish territory. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 122. 
¥. O'Conor, No, 6, Confidential, February 8, 1902. 


[Already printed.] 
ee 








Inclosure 4 in No, 122. 


Consut Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor, No. 7, February 15, 1902. 


[Already printed.] 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 12: 
Liewtenant-Colonel Kembalt to Government of India. 


Bushire, February 28, 1902, 

WITH reference to my telegram dated the 25th Fe bruary, I have the honour to forward 
copy of a letter from the Naval Officer in the Persian Guif, sabmittting the 
Report by Commander Kemp, of His Majesty's ship “Sphinx” of his visit to the Khor 
Abdulla and Um Kase. 

The ‘Sphinx ” has, I think, been very usefsl, as the correct position of 
the Um Kase and Subbiya is now known, and the recent occupation by the Turks of a 
place on Jezirat Bubiyan bas been discovered. 

Commander Kemp's cool behaviour when the Arabs approached the ‘Turkish camp at 
Um Kast is, in my opinion, deserviog of high praise. 

2. The Senior Naval Officer has been good enough to furnish me with a map, herewith 
submitted, showing the position of the various localities, The place, Um Kasr, is evidently 
the pace mentioned by Colone! Pelly, vide paragraph 128, dated the 13th April, 1863, 
ux Moom Gussar, a small port, “situate at the head of the Khor Abdulla near Bunder 
Zobeir,” which was formerly occupied by the progenitors of the Shaikhs of Koweit and 
from which they were, according to Colonel Pelly, expelled by the Bussorah authorities, 
now nearly 300 years ago. Mubarak, however, informs me that it was more receatly 
occupied by Koweit people in the time’ of his grandfather Shaikh Jaber, and the fact of 
the ruinw of what was opparently a fort now remaining seoms to bear this out. In 
paragraph 135 of the same letter Colonel Pelly states :— 

“ Koweit has a fne broad channel of creek water running from its bay up to within 
12 miles of the Bussorah point of the river, 1 landed close al ide the Zobeir Bunder 
In 4 fathoms ; and this was the least water I found mid-channel of an average width 
of 1 mile from the Koweit end of the oreok uy head within sight of the date trees 
of the Shoat-el-Arab near Bassorah, ig of w canal across these 12 miles of flat 
soil would be a work of little cost ar 

Our existing charts of this locality sepeer to be very incomplete and I have hitherto 
been unable to clearly understand Colonel Pelly’ waning. The broad channel of creck 
water up which Colonel Pelly went, must, think, be the Khor Subbiya which leads 
directly into the Zobeir Creok, on which Um Kasr is, ‘The remarks made by Colonel 
Pelly in paragraph 20 of his report, dated the 15th May, 1866, regarding the Khor 
Abdulla and Zobeie Creek, and the possiblities of the iatter place in connection with a 
ailway line to the Mediterranean, are also of great interest, 

3. L have already reported to the Goverament of India that both Safwan and 
Um Kase are claimed by the Shaikh of Koweit as within his territory. With regard to 
Safwan, T am not in a position to form an opinion, but it seems to me that his claim to 
Um Kase may be more valid. It has been, I understand, for very many years an uninhabited 
Sfot, and has been used by Kowcit people as a port for Bastomb, At any rate, even if 

lubarak's claims to the place are not very strong, the Turkish claim would not appear to be 
‘mach stronger, and the recent occupation by them would seem to be a breach of the 
statue quo, 

With regard to Bubiyan Island, the establishment of a Turkish post on this island 
at the entrance to the Khor Abdulla cannot, I think, be viewed with equanimity by us 
Mubarak has written to me on the subject of this place, and states that the islaud, like 
Failaka Island, belongs to hiw, and that the Avazem tribe, who are subject to him, ‘have 
been living there since the occupation of Koweit. ‘This tribe, he says, have fishing 
inelosures there, and reside on the island for seven months during the summer, 


73 


Inclosure 6 in No. 122. 


Captain Pelham to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


“Rosy” at Koweil, February 22, 1902. 
E i i ander Kemp with 

LHAVE the honour to inclose hierewith copy of a letter from Comman i 
Rerence to te ist of ls Majesty's ship ‘"Sphiox” to. the Khor Abdulla, with 
teference to which Mubarak entirely disowns the Bedovins who surrounded the Turkish 


cainp on the 15th instant. ee .s 
Fife. persists that they were “Montalj," and Turkish subjects, and in no way 
‘under hin . es ; ; 
‘You will observe from this letter of Commander Keiap'y the great capabilities of Um 

fasr as a terminus of the German railway as compared with Kowelt, and the argeut 
necessity in my mind of removing the Turks from Um Kusr and Bubiyaa if Koweit is to 


f any value to us, s i 


Inclosure 7 in No. 122, 
Commander Kemp to Coptain Pelham, Februaty 20, 1902. 
[Already printed.) 


Inclosure 8 in No. 122. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Huskie, Marek 2, 100 
e Government of In 
THAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government 
translated purport of an interesting account in Arabic of the enpture of Riadh by 
Abdul Aziz-bin-Snood, which was forwarded to me by the Assistant Politieal Agent in 


Babrein, 


(Confidential.) 


: Inclosure 9 in No. 122. 
Shaikh 


ranslated purport of an Account of the Capture of Riadh hy Shaikh Abdul Au 
~ sae adage ora R Ary 


N the me of Ramazan, while at the village of Waiso, near £1 Massa, Abdul Anize 
Re naa ‘a plan of going to ‘Kindly but he did not acquaint his follonere 
ith the project. He told them that on the Sth of Shawal he would lead « marauding 
pedition against the Bedouins of Nejt, and all the Arabs prepared themselves necodingly 
He, however, left with eighty followers on the 26th Ramazan, or ten Coe pict sf z 
ate, for the south, so as to put the people off the scent, and no one could surmise what 
© his ultimate destiantion, x 
Osc ian Sbawal, at dead of night, he arrived and encamped ata lovee one 
Si-a-alf hour’ marc from Riad, Here he diver, the real otject of hi expedition 
i ers, and invited those who favoured his scheme to follow him, giving othe 
Bey ape if ae Seated to do so; but they all unanimously promised him their 
cordial ‘support and declared that they would not forsake him fo the last. From this 
camp they all proceeded on foot under cover of the night to a date grove in close roximity 
Of the city walls, where Abdul Aziz ordered the main portion of his party to walt for 
Orders, meanwhile he would go and “find out a place to serve as an Seabees on 
daybreak, which would be a more convenient opportunity for their attack as the an 
Would be casily accessible during the day. His followers, however, rete averse tis 
Soing, and suggested that some one else shoald be sent instead, but Abdul oe — 


was peeaise for their ends that he should sce to it personally. es 
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left with eight picked men belonging to the Jalwi family, his brother and some of his 
‘Special retainers, leaving the rest in the date grove to await his instructiovs and with ordere 
not to load their guns lest one of the t g0 off and warn the inmates of the garden of 
their presence. And Providence led his footsteps to a house adjoining that of Ajlan, the 
owner of which was known to him, and he knocked at the door. This took place at eight 
hours after nightfall. The owner of the house asked who he was and what he wanted, ead 
Abdul Azia in reply gave the name of a certain retainer of Bin Rashid’s who was known 
to the owner of the house, adding that he was sent there by Ajlan * to call him because « 
messenger bad arrived from the Amir and Ajlan wanted him immediately. Upon this 
the house owner Mung the door open, and Abilol Aziz at once eeized him aiid put 2 di 

to his throat, and baving informed bim that le was Abdul Aziz, bade him be quiet, ailiog 
which he would be killed. Abdul Aziz ordered his men to stop the women from raisin 
fo alarm, and at once sent a member of the Jalwi fatnily to summon his troops, whe all 
came and joined him without attracting any attention, After this Abdal Aziz went to the 
house of Ajlao, caught hold of his wife and threatened her with death unless she kept 
quiet. Some of the followers of Abdul Azix now entered Ajlan’s house, while the rot 
remained in the adjoining house. Abdul Aziz then inquired and learnt fom A 

that he generally returned from the Paluce at one hour after sunrise. 

The gates of Ajlon's house and the Palace fice each other. When the time for 
Ajlan’s return drew near they opened the wicket in tho gates and took their horses out in 
the suo, and balf-an-hour after this Ajlan left the Palace for his hovse but was jatercepted 

y Atxlul Aziz, He at once retreated, making for the Palace, but Abdul Aziz ovetrook 
him before he could enter the gates and slew him on the threshold. Abdul Avis, thea 
seized the gates, and his followers immediately entered the Palace and Killed all ite 
inmates. 

According to authentic news Ajlan, his brother and fourteca others fell iu 
small action, and the Palace, with a quantity of arms and ammonition, togeth 
1 number of horses, fell into the hands of Abdul Aziz. The townspeople were not 
of the advent of Abdul Aziz uotil after they heard the reports of the gun. Abdul 
then posted himself on the top of the Palace and anounced to the people that Bin Suood 
had reconquered his country and invited all who profersed to be pacific to zive up thelr 
arms, He subsequently summoned them to the Palace and addressed thom oa: the 
rmisrule of Bia Rashid and on the leniency and kindness of the previons Rulers belonging 
to his own family, and they nll entered into a covenant with him, and he commenced the 
fortification of tho walls and the fort, the Palace having been already thoroughly fortifled 
hy Bin Rashid, 


y 
that he is sufficiently strong. Bon Roshi 
Villages, and most have abandoned thelr post j ted 
that the peo hay 


and it is reported that an 
the latter of the former's 
the Bin Hadlan, the Zabeit 


headquarters. Thi powerfsl Bedoulns ia N 
i 


opposed to Bin, Ra Te is possible th 
(besides a considerable number of foot), 
find the Al Shamer Arabs ure all 

wwith whom are also 


‘would cast in their lots with tho stron, 
tribe, 


. the Depaty the Amir o Nod CA. K, 
fate 100 mia sateen of Riad 


Inclostare 15 in India. Office of April 9° 10h: 


#5. 





ey 


BUBIYAN 


Rouen Sketch CHART 
KUWEIT. FAO, MGUSSA, AMO 


‘SURROUNDING 








PONE Ki Ye 1302 





75 
Inclosure 10 in No. 122. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, March V7, 1902. 


[Already printed.] 


Inclosure 11 in No, 1 
Government of India to Rear-Admiral Bosanguet, March 17, 1902.8 


[Already printed,] 


Inclosure 12 in No. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Governuent of India, March 15, 1902. 


[Already printed,] 


Inclosure 18 in No, 1 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, March 16, 1902, 


[Already printed.) 


Inclosure 14 in No. 122. 
Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, March 18, 1902, 


[Already printed.] 


Tnclosure 15 


Rough Sketch Chort of Koweit, Fao, Mavava, and surrounding Country. 


Tnclosure 16 in No, 122, 


Rear-Admival Boranguet to Government of India. 








{Confidential.) “ Highflyer,” at Bombay, Moreh 18, 1002. 

WITH reference to your telegram of the 18th February last and in confirmation of 
‘my reply of 24th idem, T have the honour to inclose herewith copy of correspondence 
regarding the recent procecdings of the Turks on the Khor Abdulla, 

In forwarding this correspondence to the Lords Catmvissioners of the Admiralty, I 
informed their Lordships that I concurred in Captain Pelhiam's view that the shores of the 
harbour of Um Kasr will probably be found to afford better accommodation than the 
Shores of the Harbour of Koweit for the terminus of the proposed German railway from 
Baghdad, and that the accessibility of the Khor Um Kasr for ships of heavy draught 
present Timited by the shallow channel of the eastern end of Watda Island, whi 


however, could be dredged. 
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Inclosure 17 in No. 122. 
aptain Pelham to Rear-Admirat Bosanquet, February 22, 1902 
[Already printed.] 
Inclosure 18 in No. 1 
Commander Kemp to Captain Pelham, February 20, 1902. 


[Already printed.) 


Inclosure 19 in No. 1 
Lord G. Homilton fo Government of India, Merch 17, 1902. 


[Already printed.) 





No, 128, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Reeviced Aprit 10.) 
Sir, India Office, April 9, 1902. 


TAM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Jottor of tho 2nd instant, forwarding complaint by the ‘Turkish Ambassador as to the 


P 
alleged proceedings of British ships of war in Ottofaan waters on tho coast of Nejd. 
Ta reply, Tams to aay that his Landship is ats lom to know to what proceedings 


the complaint rofers, and he would suggest that Anthopoulo Paslis should he asked to 
furnish details ne to the nots complained of 

If the complaint concerns the Indian surveying vessel “ Investigator," the matter 
as already beon explained in Lord Lansdowne's note of the 20th ultimo. 

1f, on the other hand, it refers to proceedings of His Majesty's ships, Lord George 
Hamilton has no special information on the subject, but he presumes that the presence 
of a naval force in the northern waters of the Persian Gulf is, in existing cireum- 
stances, nocossary., 

° Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 





No, 124. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received April 12.) 


Sir, Admiralty, April 9, 1902. 

I AM commanded by iny Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you 
will inform the Secretary of State that a surrey of the west end of Koweit Bay’has 
been mado by the officers of His Majesty's ship “ Sphinx.” 

‘This survey is now in process of reproduction by the Hydrographic Department 
of the Admiralty in chart 
when ready. 

A similar letter has been sent to the India Office, 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


and copies will be forwarded to your Department 





No. 125. 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received April 14.) 


fo. 159.) 
Constantinople, April 8, 1908. 

I BAD the honour, in my telegran No. 49 of the 2nd instant, ‘to report to your 
Lordship that the Minister for Foreign Affairs had been instructed by the Sultan to assure 
me in the most formal manner that the Ottoman Government had no intention to occupy 
Sobich or Kasima, 

Tn making this communication, his Excellency added that the Sultan bad inguired 
from the Minister of War and the local military auth: and had been informed that 
the rumour of any such intended occupation was without foundation and could only have 
been originated by “des personnes malveillantes.” 

‘This statement cay hardly be true, as the Council of Ministers would scarocly have 
considered the matter in solemn conclave, and presented a Mazbata to His Iraperial 
Majesty against the occupation, unless the idea had been entertained. Tam rather inclined 
to think on the contrary, that the subject was at leust under consideration, and that the 
intimation I gave the Foreign Minister that the occupation of these places, which were by 
all accounts certainly within the Sheikb’s territory, would not be allowed, provoked the 
Assurances which were given to me on the 2nd instant 

T learn from another source that the Suliime Porte expressed to. the German 
Embassy, which is kept closely informed of all that es about Koweit, their fears 
that His Majesty's Government intended to extend their protection over places other 
than those within the jurisdiction of the Sheilch, but I have nothing to show that the 
Feported intention to occupy Sobich and Kasima was due to the instigation of that 
Eimbassy. 

Tn speaking to the Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday 1 told him that I learnt 
from His Majesty’s Consul at Bussorah that the Shelkh’s lawyer had made opposition to 
the judgment by default in connection with rome of the Sheiith’s landed estates in Turkey, 
nd that the case would be retried to-morrow. 


ister appeared to appreciate my reserve, and gave me to understand that it 
wculd probably take years before the case was finally settled on appeal to the Covrt of 
Cassation, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 





No. 126. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 4.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India prosents his compliments to the Under- 

of State for Foreign Affairs, and, hy direction of Lonl George Hamilton, 

forwanis erowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in. 

8 letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 13th March, 
relative to Koweit affairs. 


India Offce, April 12, 1902, 











Inclosure in No. 126. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Bushire, February 17, 1902. 

WITH reference to your telegram dated the 13th February, on the subject of 
Koweit, Thave the honour to inform you that T had already advised Sheikh Mubarck 
to make “‘ opposition” to the judgment regarding his estates. 

T did not consider it ns to reply immediately to your telegram which had 
evidently eromed aay Jeter, dated the fad Febranry, which explains the judgment 
referred to, I have since received from Mr. Wrstislaw copy of a telegram sent by 
him to His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople on the 13th instant, reporting 
that tho Wali has told the Sheikh’s nephews to accept arbitration concerning the 
property aceonling to the Trudé of 1808, but that the nephews refused; further that 

we has heard that the Wali has ordered the Court to suspend proceedings. 

, With regard to the warning to be given to the Sheikh against allowing his 
partisans to raid the Amir’s territory, I have no reason to believe that the Sheikh has 
in any way departed from his promise to me that he would neither commit nor 
countenance any ay against the Amir. Ido not think that he is in any way 
vesponsible for the proceedings of Abdul Aziz reported in my letter dated the 
6th instant, T will, however, take an early opportunity of again warning the Sheikh 
seriously in the matter. 

T have, &, 
(Signed) ©. A. KEMBALL. 


2 i ee es ee a 
No. 127. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 
No, 183.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 14, 1902. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith a copy of a note from the Turkish 
Ambassador whieh his Excellency left at this Office on the 27th ultimo,* complaining 
of the proceedings of British vessels of war in Turkish territorial waters in the direc- 
tion of Nojd. 

I have informed his Excellency to-day that the Seerotary of Stato for India, to 
whom T referred tho mattor, has replied that ke is unable, from the information in his 
possession, to understand to whnt proceedings the complaint rofers, and that it is 

possible for him to make inquiries unless some further details are furnished. 1 also 
mninded his Excellency that he had been informed, when he left the note, that special 
instructions had beon given to tho British naval officers to avoid any acts which could 
give rise to misundorstandings, and T added that there was no reason to suppose that 
these instructions had been in any way disregarded. 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWN 


No. 1 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 17.) 


‘THE Under-Seoretary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Scototary of State for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards horowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a. pai 
pomse of a telegram from the Vieeroy, dated the 12th Apri, relative t0 the Koweit 
Inw suit, 


India Office, Aprit 16, 1902. 
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Inclosure in No, 128, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Telegraphic) P. April 12, 1902. 
‘ON 11th April, Resident in Persian Gulf reports information from Consul 
at Bussorah that the case against the Sheikh of Koweit has been adjourned [?] so 
that 1. communication on the subject of the Tradé ordering the settlement, of the 
dispute by the Commission may be addressed to the Minister of Justice, This Tradé 
is quoted by the lawyer. 





No. 129. 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor.—(Received at Foreign Office, Aprit 19.) 


Sir, Bussorah, March 11, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the total number of troops now in Bussoralt 
And its immediate neighbourhood amounts to betw 2,300 and 2,400. ‘This is 
exclusive of the 230 men whose departure in the gan-boat Zohat” for Katif hns 
already been reported by telegraph. 

Tn Bu itself and Zobeir there are approximately 1,500 infantry, a battalion 
of field artillery, 300 cavalry (mounted on mules), and 100 sundries, chiefly sappors 
("istikzomat Aini”), 

At the posts recently occupied outside, viz., Sefwan, Umkasr, and Bubian Island, 
there are 350 infantry and 50 cavalry. 

With regard to future movements, I hear that more troops nro expeeted from the 
Euphrates, that further reinforcements will be sent to the garrison in Hassn, and that 
tio more military posts aro to be established in addition to tho three mentioned above. 

One of these would be at Hejéjé, near Sohich. So much procrastination and 
‘ncillation is, however, manifested by the Turkish authorities in their execution of 
their plans in these regions that it is impossible to be sure of anything in advance, 

‘The delay in the departure of the “ Zohaf” was due to the fofusal of the Ministry 
‘of Marine to allow her fo start until the Ministry of War had paid advance for coal 
‘And conveyance of the soldiers. 

Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) A. C, WRATISLAW. 





No. 180, 
Consul Wratislare to Sir N. O' Conor.—(Received at Foreign Office, April 19.) 


ge 12 Confidential.) 
Bussorah, March 22, 1903. 


WITH reference to my telegram No. 80 of the 18th March last, I have the 
honour to report that the envoy sent by Ibn Reschid to ask for assistance from the 
‘Turks is still at Bussorah, and has not yet received a final answer. If help is to bo 
given him, it must be given at once, as in another month or so the time for 
Campaigning in Arabia will be over. 5 

Jt wil ponsibly mit the Turkish Government to allow the presnt state of thin 


im Nejad to continue. Abdal Aziz-bin-Abdurraman-ibn-Saoud, in announcing the 
capture of Rindh to the Vali of Bussorrah, declared, 1am informed, that he would 
hold it under the Sultan; and the Iatter can hardly fail to profit by the division 
‘of power in Central Arabia, so long as the rivals continue to recognize his 
Surerainty. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) A.C. WRATISLAW. 














No, 131. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O' Conor. 
(No. 129. e 
iat Foreign Office, April 19, 1902. 
IT HAVE received your Excellency’s despateh No. 153 of the Ist instant, 
n conversation with the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject of the 
reported dispatch of Turkish troops to Subieh and Kasima. " 
PT approve the language held by your Excelleney to ‘Tew Pasha on this coosdon 
am, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 132. 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdewne—(Received April 21.) 


No. 178, 
My ry Constantinople, April 10, 1002. 

WITH roferenco to my despateh No. 159 of the Sth instant, I have the honour to 
report that T recoived to-day a telegram from Mr. Wratislaw, which was six days 
en route, stating thnt tho case connected with the Sheikh of Koweit's lawsuit reapectiny 
his Turkish property was adjourned in onder to allow the Court to communicate wit 
the Minister of Justice concerning an Lrudé to settle it amicably or by arbitration, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) N- R, O'CONOR. 


No, 133, 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Reeeived April 21.) 


THE Undor-Secrotary of State for India presents hin complimenta to the Under- 
Scerotary of Stato for Foreign Affuirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of an inclosure 
in a letter from the Foreign Secretary, Caleutta, dated the Sri instant, relative to 
the caine of the Sheikh of Roweit to Hubiyan Ieland. 


India Office, Aprit 19, 1902, 


Taclosure in No. 133, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball (0 Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Bushire, March 16, 1902. 
IN amplification of my telegram dated the 15th March, I venture most respectfull 
to make some further remarks on the subject of the ‘decision of His Majesty's 
Government that it will be diffioult to maintain, with our preseut information, that 
the action of the Ottoman authorities in Bubiyan or Um Kasr constitutes « disturbance 
of tho stalur quo at Koweit, and, consequently, that we must bs content with tho 
maintenance of the Shoikl’s authority over Koweit, including the bay and Kasia 
With regard to Um Knsr, it is true that tho claim made by the Sheikh is 
not particularly strong ; it would, perbaps, te correct to consider the place as a sort 
of ‘no man's fund," which, uo explalaed ih ry letter dated the 28th February, appears 
to have had some kind of connection with Koweit, but where Turkish authority bas not 
hitherto been exercised. Bubiyan Island is, I understand, a low-lying mud-fat, unin- 
habited, and probably uoinbabitable, but whieh, the Sheikh of Koweit states, is resorted 
to for fishing purposes during the summer months by a tribe owing allegiance to him. 
‘Taking theee facts into consideration, and admitting that the Sheikh’s claim to owner- 
ip of these places independently of Turkey may not be very strong, T do not think 
that it therefore follows that the stalus quo at RKoweit has not been disturbed by the 
recent cecupation of these places by the Turks. The advance of Turkish troops ia viewed 
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by Sheikh Mubarak with grest concern; bis prestige as Sheikh of Koweit has 
undoubtedly been thereby diminished, and it appears to me that his position as an inde- 
lent Ruler will be considerably weakened. The Government of India will be aware 
st when the Nakib of Bussorah recently visited Koweit with the threatening message 
from the Sultan of Turkey, the Sheikh was evidently wavering in his mind, and con- 
sidering whether it would not be to his interest to make the best terms he could with 
the Turks. The crisis was then averted owing to the presence at Koweit. of His 
ajesty’s ships of war and the support which was given to the Sheikh, who maintained 
his loyalty to his agreement with His Majesty's Government. Now, however, his posi- 
i again become difficult; the Turkish advances are apparently intended to 
constitute a direct menace to Koweit ; they practically have closed the communications 
between Koweit and Bassorah, and presumably must affect adversely the interests of 
the people of Koweit, and, consequently, diminish the popularity of the Sheikh, while 
Strengthening the hands of his enemies. Clourly, therefore, it seems to me, if we wish 
to maintain our hold over Koweit, the presence of His Majesty's ships at Koweit as a 
direct support to the Sheikh must ‘be continued for an indefinite period. The Govern: 
ment of India will, I am sure, understand that I have uo desire to criticise the decision 
to which His Majesty's Government have come with regard to the occupation of these 
Places by the Turks; but I feel it incumbent cn me to lay before the Government my 
Viows ux to the effect which is likely to result from the Turkish movemonts, and of the 
in the status quo which hna, in my opinion, actually taken place 
rom the information which has reached me from His Majesty's Consus ac 
which was embodied in my telegram of the 18th instant, regarding the 
expected dispatch of Turkish sappers to Bubiy , I think, evident that the 
portance of the Khor Abdulla has been recognized by the Turks, 
. 3. With rogard to the pla e, referred to in any tolegram dated the 14th 
instant, Tam informed b Senior Nuyal Officer that this placo is on the Kowoit 
of the Khor Subbiya, 4 miles north of Subbiya and 7 miles from the mouth of the 
Khor. Tho Sheikh states that some of his people always live there, and that the place 
Belongs to him, though it was apparently deourted when Commander: Kemp roomts 
visited the Khor in Ills Majesty's ship “Sphinx,” Mubarak has, in accordance with 
thy aclvice, occupied the place, aud it xeoms improbable that the ‘Turks will advance in 
thie direction if they find the place alteady occupied. Tho Sheikh’s olaim to this place, 
and also to Subbiya, independently of hix relations with ‘Turkey, may, porbnps, bo not 
auch stron, n his claims to Oia Kaxt and Bubiyan, but: their occupation by the 
‘Turks would undoubtedly causo him great anxiety, and 1am of opinion that hie claims 
to them should be upheld, Tt must be remembered that Mubarak hax, in deference to 
the advice of the naval authorities, promised not to add to the complications of the 
Situation by offering any nective opposition to the Turkish advanco, and that, otherwise, 
the Turkish poste at Um Kear and Bubiyan might not bave beon loft unmolested. 
is fact may, perhaps, enable His Majesty's Government to warn the Porte, while 
there is yet time, that the Koweit shore of the Khor Subbiya must not be encroached 


No. 134. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received April 24.) 


Sir, Admiralty, April 28, 1902, 

T AS commanded by my Loris Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secreiary of State for Foreign Affairs, decypher of a telegram, 
dated 23rd instant, from the Commander-in-chief, Enst Indies, respecting affairs in 
the Persian Gulf. 

‘A copy has been sent to the India Office, 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 
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Tnclosure in No, 134. 
Rear-ddmiral Bosanguet to Admiralty, 


(Telegraphic. Trincomalee, April 23, 1902. 
FOLLOWING telogram has been received from Senter Naval Officer, Persian 
Gulf, 22nd April — 

Sheikh roports thirty Turkish troops from Alkatif attempted ocoupation of his 
iand in Duhatmnueal-Amiya, 65 miles north of Alkatit, but were not allowel to and 
He requests. sto of theso [group undecypherable] enorvachments. Indian 
Government infortued.” 





No. 185. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 3.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herowith, for tho information of the Seeretary of State, copies of a paraphrase 
of & tologram to the Viceroy, dated Ist May, relative to the attempted occupation by 
tho urks of an island north of Al Katif. 


India Office, May 8, 1902, 


Tnclosure in No. 135. 
Lord @. Hamilton (o the Government of India, 


(Tolegmphio) | P. India Offs, ny 1. 1908. 
WHO was tho Sheikh opposing attempted occupation by Turks of island north of 

EL Katif referred to by Naval Commander-in-chiet in his tologram of 23rd April ? 

Mave you any observations on the point ? 





No. 180. 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O' Conor—(Received at the Foreign Office, May 5.) 


(No.14. Confidential.) 
‘Sir, Bussorah, March 31, 1902. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 33 of to-day, I have the honour to report 
that I toarn from a source I believe to he reliable, that during tho month ot February 
the Sheikh of Koweit offered to Mustafa Nouri Pasha, the Vali uf Bussorah, a large 
som (stated to be £'T. 10,000) if he would make favourable representations on his (the 
Sheikh’s) bebalf at Constantinople and put a stop to the encroachments on Koweit 
tersitory and generally reconcile him with the Sultan, ‘This, offer was transmitted, 
whether verbally or by letter I do not know, through Mahmoud Bey, a ‘Turkish officer 
who happened to be on business at Koweit.’ The Vali, who is new to civil administra 
tion, appears to have declined the offer, on the ground that he has no need of the mone} 
but ho suggested that the sum might be made a present to the Treasury. This hin 
haa not been acted on, but some amicable correspondence has ensued between the Sheikh 
and the Vali, 

The former wrote that he was the Sultan's slave, whereupon the later inquired 
rather pertinently why then had be taken up with the British. Mubarek then explained 
that he was foreed to get help from some quarter or other against Ibn Raschid, and 
sinco the Turks refused it, he had to apply to the British "Ths however, was in. mero 
self preservation, and did not imply any hiostility to the Sultan. The Commander of 


the Russian man-of-war * Varyag,”” too, he said, hed offered him any military assistance 
of which be might stand in need, 


‘The correspondence, I believe, still continues, and whether the Vali is taken in by 
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Mubarek’s protestations or not, he certainly speaks of him more indulgently thaw 
before. 

‘The payment of Abdurrahman-bin-Feysal’s pension, which had fallen into arrears, 
bad been resumed. As he is an ally of Mubarek and the avowed enemy of Ibn Raschid, 
this may not be without significance. OFA : 

My Russian colleague holds frequent consultations with the Vali on the subject of 
Koweit, but I have been unable to learn the purport of their conversation beyond the 
fact that they continually mention the word “ Koweit.” 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. ©. WRATISLAW, 





No. 137. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received May 9.) 


THE Under-Seoretary of Stato for India presonts his compliments to the Under- 
Sccrutary of State for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, copies of inclomures 
in a lettor from the Foreign Sccrotary, Simla, dated the 17th April, relative to affaine 
in the Persian Gulf. 


India Office, May 8, 1902. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 187. 
Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


{Confidential.) Bushire, March 26, 1902 
WITH reference to previous correspondence on. tho subject of the capture of 

Rindh by Abdul Aziz-bin-Abdul Rahman-im-Saood, € have the honour to forward, 

for the information of the Government of India, copy of a despatch addressed by Hix 

Majesty's Consul at Bussorah to tho Ambassador nt Constantino} 

the Envoy sent by the Amir of Neji to ask for assistance from the 

Bussorah, and had not yet received a final answor, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 187. 
Consul Weatislow to Sir N. O'Comor, No. 12, Confidential, March 22, 1902, 


[Already printed.] 


Inclosure 3 ia No. 187. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Goverament of India. 


(Confidential. Bushire, March 31, 1902. 

: TN continuation. of my letter, dated the 7th March, 1902, regarding Saad-al- 
Hazemi, the Commissary of the Amir of Nejd, I have the honour to forward, 
for tho information of the Government of India, copy of a letter, dated the 22nd 
instant, from the Assistant Political Agent, Bahrein, reporting certain information 
Ih conneetion with the movements of Turkish troops in Katr and El Hasso, 








Inclosure 4 in No. 187. 
Mr. Geskin to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


(Confidential.) Bahrein, March 22, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Confidential letter, 
dated the 7th March, 1902, and to report that the Turkish corvette “ Zuhaf” reached 
Ras Tanura on Monday, the 10th instant. 

Authentic information has been received that the vessel has brought about 350 
Turkish infantry and two small guns from Bussorah. The troops and guns were 
landed at Anich, a dilapitated fort about 2 miles south of Katif. 100 of the 
infantry have heen sent to form a garrison at Ojair, and the two guns were dispatched 


Mubawmad-bin-Abdul Wahab Pasha, who accompanied Sand-al-Mazemi to El 
returned fo Bahrein on the Oth instant. He ealledat the Agency subsequent 
return, and amongst other infermation I learnt from him that Yakub Beg, the 
ex-Kaimakam of Katif, wrote to the Government, as far back as December, regarding 
tho advisability of having a small guanl at cither of the Islands of Musalamiya or 
Janna some 68 miles to the north of Katif, and the Mutessarif of El Haxsa, hos 
been instructed by the Minister of tho Interior through. the Vi rey 
out tho suggestion and arrange for a guard of twenty-fi ‘These two 
islands are small, about a square mile each, and aro’ sit i llow bay and 
it by fords with tho mainland. ‘They are inhabited by the Amair tribe, and 
years have hecome important owing to the nomad tribes in Aden’ and 
adja ritory, making them a market for the mle of clarified butter and « 
produce, “Recently a fight took place between two factions of the sand some 
blood was shed on each side. This occurrence will afford the ‘Turks sufficient excuse 
for placing a guard in the island 
Sheikh Muhammad also stated that the reinforcements made to the Katif and 
Ojnir garrisons aro due to repeated petitions submitted by the residents of Katif to 
Porto, asking'for an increaso in the gnerisons as a safeguard against Bedouin 
incursions, nnd to the Turks fearing His Majesty's Government entertain sinister 
designs ngainst their territories in those rogions, He confirms the information mene 
tioned in the fifth pamgeaph of say Report, dated the 28rd Februney, relative to the 
ev of Sond-al-Hazemi at Bl Hnssa. 





No. 138. 
India Office to Foreign Office. {Received May 12.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lard George. Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 12th May, relative to the occupation of Musalamiya Island 
by the Turks. 


India Office, May 12, 1902. 
Inclonure in No. 138, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


Simla, May 10, 1902 
TR telegram of Ist May: Mosalamiya Island. See Kemball's lotter 31st March 
inclosed in Secretary's letter 17th April 
Tt is not clear who opposed Janding of Turks; probably local tribesmen if Sheikh’s. 
story Since is true. Sheikh referred to is Mubarak, of Koweit, who claims island 
on ground of allegiance due to him by local Sheikhe, 
Kemball considers that island is clearly within the sphere of Turkish influence, and 
that we eannot anpport Mubarak’ clam. 


(Tebgeohia 
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No. 139. 
India Offce to Foreign Office.—(Received May 16.) 


WHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, fur the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 28th April, relative to the proposal 
that the postal service may be extended to Koweit. 


India Office, May 15, 1902. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 189. 
Licutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


aad Beaie, Nrcehe 3, 1000. 
T HAVE the honour to report that His Britannic Majesty's Consul at Bussorah ha 
ed to me for disposal « letter received. by Mr. Lote, agent of the British Indi 
Navigation Company at Bussorah, from Sheikh Mubarek, of Koweit, asking that 
the postal service may be extended to Koweit. ; = 
‘Apart from the question whether the local reecipts would be sufficient to cover the 
expenses of a post-ofice at Koweit, I am doubtful if the measure would be considered 
Alvisable in view of the position of His Majesty's Government with regard to Koweit. 
At present, I understand that the British India Steam Navigation Company have 
decided to maintain a fortnightly earings between mae and Koweit; but it appears 
‘to be uncertain whether they intend to do so permanently, 
ner the circumstances, 1 propese to reply to Shelkh Mubarek that. the present 
time is not opportune for the consideration of the question of the establishment of » 
DPostrofice at Roweit; but, before T do so, I think it advinable to ascertain the views of 


the Government of India on the subject. ore 
(Signed) ©. A, KEMBALL. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 189, 
Government of India (0 Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball, 


Sir, Fort William, Janwary 20, 1902. 
1AM dirceted to ackuowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 27th November, 
1901, regarding the wish of Sheikh Mubarek (hat post-office may be opened at 
oweit, 2 
1e Government of India would not be unwilling to extend the postal service to 
Koei the difficulty at present is to find a proper locus staindi for a post-office at that 
Port, ‘The post-offices hitherto maintained by the indian Government in the Persian 
Galf and Turkish Arabia are not separate offices. They depend upon the political and 
Consular authorities, and the Postmasters, even if pail entirely by the Postal Depart~ 
Ment, are usually borne on the political or Consular establishments, If a native agent 
‘ete appointed to Koweit, it would be simple to give him an extra allowance for 
Conducting the business of ‘the post-office, fur which there will be a stronger caxe when 
Koweit is, once a fortnight, made a regular port of call by the British India steamers on 
their downward journey. But it is considered that the native agent should come first 
And the post-office afterwards 
8, 1 am to ask you to consi 
Tndia with your opinion upon it. 
{2518} 


ider this suggestion, and to favour the Gore-vment ot 
It is considered that it would be useful, and post 
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agreeable, to the Sheikh that we sould have a native agent at Koweit, and | am to 
inquire whether, if sach appointment were made, a suitable man can be found for it 
and what, in your judgment, would be a reasonable rate of pay to give him. 

T have, &e. 

(Signed) H. 8. BARNES, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 


Inelosure 8 in No. 139. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, Bushire, March 1, 1902, 

1HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 20th 
January, on the subject of the establishment of a British post-office at Koweit. 

‘The suggested appointment of a native agent at Koweit has, in my opinion, much 
to recommend it, and 1 could, I believe, find a suitable man for the post. It will be 
advisable, if the post is created, that the agent should not be allowed to indulge in trade, 
‘and salary of 200 rupees a month shonld, 1 think, be paid to him, exclusive of the 
allowance for conducting the work of the post-office when it is opened. Before 
however, the matter of appointing an agent at Koweit is detinitely decided, | think it a8 
va to submit the tol ‘ing points for the consideration of the Government of 
ny 

Tn accordance with the agreement entered into with the Chiet of Koweit, 
January 1809, the reception by him of an agent or representarive of a foreign Power, | 
eannot be permitted without the consent of the British Government. It is, therefore, 
‘@ matter for the consideration of the Government of India whether the appointment by 
us of a regular agent might not at the present time be found to be inconvenient. So 
long as we have no agent at Koweit we ean object to the presence of the agent of any 
other Power at the place as being a breach of the slatur quo which we bave declared out 
intention to maintain; but if we appoint an agent, and at the same time refuse to admit 


the agents of other Powers, might it not be said that we ourselves were disturbing the 
status quot 

It is probable that this point has not eseaped 
India, and it is not considered: to be a valid objection to the appointment of an agent 
by us. 

Further, it has to be considered that the fortnightly service of the British Indis 


the notice of the Government of 


Steam Navigation Company to Koweit bas not yet been instituted. Owing to the | 
disturbed state of the Nejd and Shammar country, and the immediate entirons of 
Koweit, the trade of the port of Koweit is not of sufficient importance to justify the 
Company in maintaining a regular serviee with the place. In any ease, therefore, it may 
be advisable to defer the appointment of the agent until the present erisis is over and & 
regular steamer service instituted 

Tt seems to me, therefore, that in consideration of all the circumstances it will be 
advisable to keep the question in abeyance for the present. I have not thought it 
advisable to ascertain the views of Sheikh Mubarek on the subject. It is probable, 8 
the Government of India say, that the appointment of a native agent would be agreeable 
to him. He would perhaps look on it as a further step towards the protectorate which 


he desires. 
Thare, &e. 
(Signed) "©. A. KEMBALL. 


Jnclosure 4 in No. 189, 


Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball, 


Sir, Simla, Aprit 5, 1903. 

LAM directed to acknowledge the reecipt of your letter, dated the Ist March last, 
regarding the proposal to appoint a native agent, and to establish a British post-office at 
Kowei 
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The matter will be reconsidered when a regular steamer service is opencd with 


Koveit, and I am to request that if you see no objection, the Sheikh may be informed 
accordingly. 
T have, &, 


(Signed) J. B. WOOD, 
Under-Secretary to the Government of India. 





No, 140. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received May 30.) 


(No. 65,) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, May 30, 1902, 

KOWEIT. His Majesty's Consol at Bussorah telegraphs as follows -— 

“No, 40 of 29th May. 

“In accordance if orders received from Constantinople, Sheikh Mubarek’s 
Agent in Bussorah was arrested yesterday on the pretext that 'a prohibited Arabic 
Rewspaper, published in London, is received by him and forwarded to his master. 
Hiss papers were seized, but I believe no copy of the paper was found in his house, but 
oaly’ letter from the Sheikh, asking him to send the subscription. 

“It is said that the partisans of the Emir of Nejd here sent the information, which 
led to the arrest, to Constantinople.” 





No. 141. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne:—{Received June 9.) 


No, 260.) 

Lord, Pera, June 3, 190%, 

ON ‘tho 30th ltimo T reprated to your Lordship.» telgram trom Aft, Convo 
Wratislaw reporting the arrest of the Bussorah agent of the Sheikh of Koweit on the 
Pretoxt that he had received and forwarded to the Sheikh copies of a prohibited Arab 
Newspaper published in London 

Pitre now received a further telegram from Mr, Wratislaw informing me that the 
Sheikh arrived at the mouth of the Shat-el-Arab on the 
Mr. Wratislaw believes, with a piratical attack 
Yesel. He has telegraphed to the Vali of Bussorah demanding the reason of 
Agent's arrest, and the Vali hus rej that it is in consequence of an Imperial Trad, 
Bi agent was to be examine’ riatardy. 

Mr. Wrutislaw adda that in response to a telegram from the Sheikh of Dorm 
expressing his apprehension of an attack from Mubarek, the Vali has sent « foros of 

n for hix protectio 
peaking’ to the Minister for Foreign Affhie yesterday regarding thio arrest of 

Mubarek’s agent, I stated that the pretext seemed so frivolous that it eould not fail to 
ive rise to the assumption that it was only intended as a means of annoying the 
vik and panishing him for his attitude towards His Majesty's Government, 

TTewEk Pasha denied all koowledge of the mattet, bat he took note of my remark 
and promised to inquire. 

I have, de. 


(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


No. 142, 
Mr, de Bunsen to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 11.) 


(Wo. 68.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, June 11, 1902. 

T HAVE received the following telegram from Consul Wratislaw, No. 43, of 
Yesterday 

“Sheiki's Agent is still in strict custody, and Mubarak has applied, to mo, 
through His Majesty's Resident at Bushire, for permission to apply direct to the 








Sultan on his behalf. Among the papers seized belonging to the Agent were the title- 
deeds of the Sheikh. who complains that the Vali declines to restore them. The 
Sheikh returns from Mohammerah to-day to Koweit.” 

It scems undesirable that the Sheikh should be allowed to appeal to the Sultan 
directly, and, with your Lordship's approval, I shall ask the Porte to have his title-deeds 
returned to the Sheikh. 





No. 143, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. de Bunsen, 
(No. 77.) 
(Telegraphic) P- Foreign Office, June 11, 1902 
KOWEIT : [have received your telegram No, 68 of to-day's date. 
T approve the request which ‘you propose to make to the Turkish Government. 





No. 144. 
‘The Morquess of Lansdowne to Mr. de Bunsen 


Foreign Office, June 18, 1902. 
‘THE Turkish Ambassador told me to-day that the Turkish Government had learnt 
that a vessel belonging to the Sheikh of Koweit had Intely been plundered by Persi 
pirates. Upon this the Sheikh had addressed himself to the British Consul at Bushire, 
who hnd telegraphed to the Officer Commanding a British ship which wos in the neigh- 
Bourhood at the ig that if the Sheikh desired to obtain redress he should 
ay and then go to Mohammerab, and at that 
Place demand the surrender of the pirates through the British Consul 
I told his Excellency that I would inquire into the facts, but that we had always 
taken a leading part in putting down piracy in the Persian Gulf, and that it seomed 
to me, therefore, not unnatural that our Representatives in those regions should be 
‘Appealed to in such eases. 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 145. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 21.) 


‘NIE Under-Scoretary of State for Indin presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of Inclosures in 
1 letter from the Foreign Seorotary, Simla, dated the 22nd May, relative to British 
gunboats in the Persian Gulf. 

‘A copy has been sont to the Admiralty. 


India Office, June 20, 1902. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 145, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Shires, May 13, 1902. 


(elezraphic,) 

SENIOR Naval Officer proposes to suggest to Admiral that one gunboat in the 
Guif will suffice during the summer. ‘Affairs of Koweit appear to be quict, and I see 
no objection. Do you concur ? 


Inclosure 2 in No, 145. 
Government of India to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball, 
Simla, May 20, 1902. 


phic.) 
"TOUR, telegram 18th. Xo objection at presnnt to retaining only one peuboot fa 
Gulf during summer. 





No. 146, 
‘Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Lansdowne —{ Received June 28.) 


(No. 282. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Therapia, June 17, 1902. 

A LETTER in Arabic from the Emir of Nejd to the Turkish Grand Vizier, of 
which I have the honour to transmit the inclosed translation, has been communicated 
to me in confidence. It accuses the English of secking to establish themselves, with 
the aid of the Sheikh of Koweit, in portions of Arabia which dominate the ‘Turkish 
Possessions EI Hasa and Katif,and warns ‘Turkey against the eonsequances of this 

ritish intrigue. 

‘The lettor is of some interest as showing one of the sources from which the 
Sultan's suspicions reganting the policy of England in Arabia and the Persian Gulf 
are fed. Some of [bn Rashid's men arrived here quite lately, and are now the 

Hs of His Imperial Majesty. They were probably the bearers of the letter to the 

inion. 
Thave, &o, 
(Signed) M, DE BUNSEN, 


Tnelosure in No. 146. 


Emir of Nejd to the Turkish Grand Visier. 
(Transtation.) 
AFTER compliments and prayers for the Sultan's welfare : 
Your Highness is aware of the matter, of tho basis of which we have apprised 
{2 nor docs it eacape you what hs ooourred through, the intrigue of the soounsdrel 
ubarck-es-Sabali with the British Government, and the descent of the latter in 
Koweit; and you know that Koweit is au important point, the key of Trak, and oven 
Of tho Jeziret-ul-Arab, and its consequences may be serious for the Moslem nation, for 
have carried out their designs and acquired importanco; for many matters of 
theirs hare become plain, which show their intention of establishing themselves in 
those parts of the coast which dominate El Hass and Katif, and coming into clove 
tlations with the Arabs by means of Moubnrek and Ibn Sioud, and I have warned 
the Imperial Government that this is a matter which may have serious consequences, 
And requires attention. You know how this matter began through Mohsin Pasha 
i We have not ceased to notify it, fearing the consequences. I 
this to your knowledge, knowing that you are a safe counsellor of 
pire and nation, for the information of His Majesty. May the Almighty 
im and assist him against the nations of the unbelievers, and assist us with 
ind your Highness with good counsels. Praying that your Highness may be 
mindful of us. 
We are your friend, 
(Signed) ABDUL AZIZ-BR-RESHID, 
Enar of Nejd. 
21 Zilkadé, 1319 = Moreh, 1903. 
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No. 147. 
Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received June 23.) 


(No, 286.) 
My Lord, ‘Therapia, June 18, 1902. 
‘ON ‘the receipt of your Lordship’s telegram No. 77 of the 11th instant, T 
juested the Ottoman Foreign Minister to cause immediate orders to be sent to the 
Vali of Bussorah to restore to the Sheikh of Koweit the titledeeds of his property, 
which are stated to have been seized with other papers found in possession of the 
Sheikh’s agent. Tewflk Pasha agreed that the retention of the title-deads would be 
quite unjustifiable if the facts were as stated. He wrote at ance to the Grand Vizier 
in the sense of my request, and promised me yesterday to follow up his letter by 
speaking himself to His Highness to-day, and urging him to take immediate action. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 





No, 148, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 24.) 


WITH reference to Foreign Office letter of the 21st June, the Under-Secretary of 
Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the infor- 
mation of tho Sccrotary of State, copy of inclosure in a letter from the Foreign 
Secretary, Simla, dated the 5th June, relative to the plundering of a buggalow in the 
Persian Gulf, 


India Office, June 28, 1902. 


Tnelosure in No. 148. 
Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Shiraz, June 1, 1902. 
“FOLLOWING telogeun received from clerk in change, Fao, dated Bist Ma 

Sheikh Mubarak, who hax been on opposite side of river for last four days, with 

ficot of seven bonts reported to contain 500 armed Arabs, has sent word verbally, 

through his agent, to mo to inform Resident that he has so far been unable to do any- 

thing regarding buggalow containing 80,000 krans which was looted. He has received 

no reply from Sheikh, Mohammerak, to whom he has telegraphed through Agent at 


Bussorah, and requested reply to this message through m a 
1 have told clerk to tell Mubarak that [ adviso him to return home and submit 


report on the piracy in question, of which I have not as yet received information. 
Clerk in later message informs me that pimey took place about seven days ago 
near third buoy. 





No. 149 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 24, 1902. 

1 AM directed by the Marqaene of Lansdowne to transmit to you a copy of a 
despatch to His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires at Constantinople,* relative to a suggestior 
stated to have beon maite by the British Resident at Bushire that the Sheikh of Koweit 

‘ould apply for his assistance to obtain redress for the plundering of Koweit vessels 


by Persian pirates. Soha 


a1 


._,L am to sugzest, for Lord G. Hamilton's consideration, that a copy of the despatch 
might be transmitted to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball for his observations. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) " 'T, 1. SANDERSON. 





No. 150. 
India Office to Foreign Office {Received June 26,) 


Sir, 
‘ s India Office, June 25, 1902, 
TAM directed by Lird George Harilton to inclose u copy of s telegram from the 
wor-General of India, dated the 16th instant, with reference to an appeal which 
the Sheikh of Koweit proposes to address to the Sultan-with regard to the arrest 
‘his Avent at Bussorah. rf 
Hor! George Hamilton would be glad to be favoured with nn expression of 
nadowne's wishes as to the nature of the reply given by Colonel Ke 
eis lareiow nature of the reply to be given by Colonel Kemmball 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 150, 


n Government of India to Lord G Hamilton, 

egrphic) P. June 16, 1902, 
CONSUL at Bussorah reports arrest at Bussorah of the Agent of the Sheikh of 
Koweit on the 28th May, and the seizure of his papers on the ground that a prohibited 
hie. newspaper published in England is received and forwarded. by him. On 
r to know the reason, he was informed by the Vali that the reason 
Mas the Sultan's order. Complaint is made by Mubarek that the return of title deeds 
oplegeay tho, Agent's papers as boon rfusd by the Vall; aud he aaks Kewl 

it him to address the Sultan by telegraph on bebalf of the Agent. What 

Should Kemball give to the Sheikh? are Sao 





No. 151. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, 
4 Porcign Office, June 27, 1902, 

L HAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne yout lotter of the 25th instant, 
{Romitting a copy of a telogram from the Viceroy of India relative to tho arrest of 
the Agent of the Sheikh of Koweit at Bussorah, and the seiztire of the title-deeds of 

We Sheikh’s property. 

Tam directed by Lord Lansdowne to transmit to you a copy of a despateh from 
= esty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Constantinople,* reporting that he bad made 
FbTesentations to the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affaire in rogand to the seitute of 

W title-deeds, and that Tewfik Pasha agred that, if the facts wore as stated, tho 
nition of the papers would be unjustifiable, and promised to urge the Grand Vixier 
Order their restoration to the Sheikh. 
Bag, 2™ '© suggest, for Lord G. Hamilton's consideration, that the Resident at 
wie | be authorizal to inform Sheikh Mubarck of Towfk Pasha’s language 
in Lord Lansilowne sees no objection, howover, to the Sheikh addressing the 
inet he desea todo fae ceraeeer 
Tam, &e. 


(Signed) ‘T. H, SANDERSON. 
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No, 152, 
nw to Sir N. O'Comor.—(Received at Foreign Office, June 30.) 


Busrorah, May 27, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 18th instant between 100 ‘and 200 
people from Zubeir went out armed into the desert in the direction of Sefwan. They 
wore led by Khalid E! Own, Ibn Reschid’s chief supporter in Zubeir, who gave out 
that the object of their excursion wns to recover some Zubeir sheep which were said 
to have been carried off by Bedouins. ‘They returned next day with several hundred 
sheep, but the general opinion was that these should be jed as an addition to 
their stock rather than ns recovered property, and yesterday Mubarek’s agent, Abdul 
Aziz, brought me an unsealed letter to read from the Sheikh to the Vali complaining 
that Khalid El Own and his crew, incited by Yussif el Ibrahim had stacked the 
shepherds pasturing Koweit sheep near Sefwan and had carried off 860 head, and. 
domanding redress. This letter Abdul Aziz said he had orders to show me before. 
delivering it, and he added that he had a private communication from the Sheikh to 
the effect that he intended to exact reprisals himself unless the Turks gave 
satisfaction, ‘The latter seem to have been cognizant of Khalid El Own's proce 
as 200 cavalry were sent towards Sefwan at the same time, perhaps to covi 
operations 

here are now only sixty men in garrison at Sefwan and Umkasr, and ten 
(belonging to the “ Istikyamat Alsi") on Bubisn Island. All three places are most 
undesirable residences in summer, and as few men as possible will be kept there. 

Tat informed that Ibn Reschid 


in-Feysal-bin-Saoud is reported to have left Koweit to join his 
son Abdul Axia at Rindb. 


India Office to Foreign Office—{Reerived July 7.) 


THE Undor-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 


Secretary of State for Forel rd George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, foc the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in & 
letter (rom the Forviga Secretary, Simla, dated the Sth June, relative to the arrest at 
Bussorah of the Ayent of the Sheikh of Koweit 

India Office, July 5, 1902. 


Affairs, and, by direction of 


Inclosure 1 in No. 153. 
Consul Wratislaw to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Bussorah, May 29, 1902. 
YESTERDAY, by order from Constantinople, the Bussorah Agent of the Sheikh 

of Koweit was wrrested here, and his papers aoized. Pretext is that be receives and 

forwards to the Sheikh » prohibited Arabic newspaper published ia London. T believe 

‘80 copy of newspaper was found in his house, only a manuscript from the Sheilkh, askis 

him to forward subseription. Iam informed that Agent was denounced to Constantin 

bby the Amir’ people here 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 153. 
Consul Weatislow to Government of India. 


(Te oe J Bussorah, June 2, 1902. 

HEIKH of Koweit, who arrived mouth of Shashih three days ago, has telegraphed 
fo Wali, demanding reason of arrest of his Agent. Wali replied Imperial Iradé, Sheikh, 
Dora, telegraphed to Wali, expressing fear of an attack by the Sheikh of Koweit, and 
the Wali sent yesterday fifty soldiers for protection. Sheikh of Koweit’s visit ia, I 
believe, connected with piracy on a Koweit vessel at the bar of the Shashih.  Sheileh's 
Agent is to be examined on 2nd June 





No. 154, 
India. Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received July 8.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India prosents his compliments to the Under- 

tary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of tho Secretary of State, ‘copy of « telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the Ist July, relative to Koweit affairs, 


India Office, July 8, 1902 


Inclosure in No, 154, 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 
hie.) July 1, 1902. 
SEIZURE of Sheikh of Kowoit’s documents (see your telogram of 16th June), 
In reply to representations made by British Chargé d'Affaires at Constantinople, 
‘Towfik Pashia promised that if facts woro ax stated, the Grand Vizier would be urged 
to onder restitution of title-deeds to Sheikh. Please instruct Resident of Bushire to 
Communicate this information to the Siwikh. 
tion, Uf the Sheikh wishes to address tho Sultan direct, Foreign Office have no objec. 
ion. 





No. 155. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 10.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton 

inis herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a despatch 
10 the Government of India, No. 26, Secret, and enclosures, relative to the plunder of 
* Koweit vessel by Persian pirates. 


India Office, 9th July, 1908. 


Inelosure 1 in No, 155. 
Lord G. Hamitton to Government of India. 


India Office, July 4, 1902, 
I FORWARD herewith copies of a letter from the Foreign Oifice, dated 
24th June, and enclosure, relative to a representation made by the ‘Turkish 
ibassador at this Court to Lord Lansdowne relative to the appeal made by the 
Sheikh of Koweit to the British Consular authorities for redress in regard to the 
lundering of Koweit vessels by Persian pirates. 
(51g) 2B 








2. I request that I may be furnished with the observations of the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf upon the statements of the Turkish Ambassador. 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE HAMILTON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 155. 


Foreign Office to India Office, June 24, 1902, 


[Already printed.) 


Inclosure 3 in No. 155. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. de Bunsen, June 18, 1902. 
[Already printed. 





No. 156. 
Jase to Sir N. O' Conor.—(Received at the Foreign (fice, July 14.) 


Bussorah, June 9, 1902. 
WITH referonce to my despatch No. 26 of the 27th May, I bave the honour to 
report that letters have been reotived here from Ibn Reschid to the effect that he has 
been compelled to enter Hayel in order to transact business connected with the return 
of pilgrims from Mecca. 
Ihave, &e. 


(Signed) A. ©. WRATISLAW, 





No, 157. 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor.—(Received at the Foreign Office July 14.) 


(No, 29, Confidential.) 
Sir, Bussoroh, June 13, 1902. 

IN my telogram No. 40 of the 29th May I had the honour to report to your 
Excelleney the arrest of Abdul Axi, the Sheikh of Koweit's Agent at Bussorah. He 
bad been denounced to the Palnco'as a subscriber to the “Khilafat” newspaper, of 
London, it is supposed by Ibn Resehid’s partisans here, and orders were sent to the 
Vali to have hitn arrested and all his papers seized. The Agent's brother was able to 
make away with a copy of the “Khilafat,” which was actually in his house, but 
sufficient correspondence was found to leave no doubt that Abdul Axix was actually 
subscriber to the paper on behalf of the Sheikh of Koweit, to whom he forwanted it 
on arrival, He has been examined by a Special Commission, which bas decided that 
he should stand his trial on a charge of felony (** jinayec”), and he is now confined in 
tho inner prison with the common criminals, pending further orders from Con- 
stantinople. Some of the leading Arabs of the town approached the Vali with » 
petition that he might be better lodged and treated with more consideration before 
trial, but Mustafa Nouri Pasha told them to mind their own business, as this was ® 
matter concerning the Sultan, and it was dangerous to interfere. 

Sheikh Mubarek arrived in the river with three sailing vessels the day after his 
Agont's arrest, in connection with a piracy committed by Persians on a Koweit ship. 
On hearing what had happened he at once wrote to the Vali to inquire the reason for 
his action, and was told in reply that Abdul Aziz was arrested, in conformity with a 
Imperist “Tridé, On arriving at Mohammerah, where he stayed some days with 
Sheikh Khazcl, Mubarek requested Mr. McDouall to ask me to inform the Resident at 
Bushire by telegraph that he wished to make a direct appeal to the Sultan on bebalf 
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of his Agent, and to ask permission for him to do so. I did as requested, but have not 
heard the result. 

Mubarek complains that, amongst other papers seized at the house of Abdul Azis, 
were the fitledeels of his (the Sheikh’s) property in Turkey, which have not be 
retumed to him. Some papers also were tora up by onler of the Vali, and not included 
in the dossier of the case, and it is presumed that they must have cast reflections on 
the honesty of the Vali or Mushir, or of both. 

‘As soon as I learned the nature of the charge against Abdul Aziz I directed the 
British-Indian Postmaster to submit to me before delivery all correspondence addressed 

;pounded two copies of the 


In accordance with the instructions contained in Mr. de Bunsen’s telegram 
h (2 11th) June, I have returned them to the office at Paddington where 

they were pasted 
Thave recoived no instructions to regard the “Khilafat” or any other paper as 
‘nd should be grateful for a list of periodicals which are not to be 


Thave, &, 
(Signed) A. 0. WRATISLAW. 


My dear Sir N. O'Conor, Bussorah, June 13, 1002. 

TAM very sorry for this “contretempe” of Abdul Aziz’ arrest, but I do not see how 
Teould have averted it. Thad never even heard the name of the * Khilafat” news. 
Taper til the man was arested. Perhaps the list of prohibited papers sent round 
to British post-offices in Turkey, and Bussorah, being in British India, is omitted. I 
have told the Postmaster to bring me up all native newspapers arriving by next mail, 
as T hear there are quite « number of disloyal subscribers to the “ Khilafat" in this 
town. 

"The Vali's Dragoman, who is always keen to find a chance of picking up a little 

ission (pecuniary), came to me this week and said that Yussuf-el-Ibrahim was 
anxious to settlo his dispute with Mubarek, and could it not be done in a friendly 
manor. Yussuf, he said, had no personal hostility to the Sheikh. He really did 
not mind about the late Sheikh’s murder, who had not married Yussu 
as generally supposed, but only his first-cousin. It was all a question of 
When Mubarck beeame Sheik he thought he would find several laks in the Treasury, 
whereas there were only 16,000 rupees. He at once rushed to the conclusion that 
Yusuf, whoso Hominy house did all the Koweit business, ba appropriated the monay, 
which was quite a mistake, as he might have seen from the accounts regularly sent in, 
Anyhow, Mubarek laid hands on all Yussuf's property within reach, and collected the 
debts owing to him at Koweit, 

T replied that T thought it vory desirable that these two fine fellows should become 
friends again, but that this was not the first time I had received indirect overtures 
from Yossuf, which be had carried no further, and [ must have something moro 
definite to go on before [ moved, Khalil, the Dragoman, said he would speak again 
to Yusuf. 

I hear fro Jsewbore that Yussuf has taken fright at Mubarek’s visit to Sheikh 
Khavel, whieh he believes was to arrange for his own assassination, and that this is 
why he wants to come to terms. ‘There is no doubt Mubarek would like to put 
him out of the way, and if the Sheikh of Mohammerah is willing to counive by giving 
shelter to the axsassin, it would be nough job. A nigger in these parts can 
be hired for a very small sam to do murder, provided there is a fair chance of escape 
afterwards. 

Tdo not think Mubarck is in a position to pay up to Yussuf, even if he were 
willing to du so, His expenses lately have been enormous, and Yussul’s claims are 
large. - ; 

Truly your Excellency’s, 
(Signed) A. ©. WRATISLAW. 
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No. 158. 
Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Recewed July 22.) 


(No. 836.) 
My Lond, Therapia, July 17, 1902. 

{IIS Majesty's Consul at Bussorah reports by telegram under esterday's date that 
the Sheikh of Koweit has written to him complaining that his Agent isheing persecuted by 
the Turkish authorities, ‘The Sheikh attributes this to spite on account of his are, 
Coir British protection, and aske Mr, Wratislaw to intervene on his Agent's behalf. 
Hs further requests intervention to obtain redress for the raiding of his sheep, reported 
in Me. Wratstw despatch Nov 89 of the svc May last, which has reached me through 
Your Lordship’s Department, “The Sheikh has received ‘no reply to the letter which, as 
Toported in that despateb, he had addressed to the Vali on the subject, 

Tn Mr. Wratislaw's opinion no local representations would have any chance of 
success in either of these matters. 

With regard to the raiding of Ko eit sheep near Sefwan, Mr. Wratislaw thinks that 
it would be dificult to ascertain with any certainty the real circumstances of the incident 
Tt is not even proved that the Turks were cognizant of the raid, and L should be disposed 
to instruct Mr. Wratisw to. inform the Sheikh that it will be impossible to protece ina 
‘against raids in that region, 

As regards the treatment of the Sheikh's Agent | am not aware of the nature of the 
alleged persecution or whether the Agent is still under arrest, | have telegraphed to 
‘Mr. Wratislaw for information on these points and when I receive bis reply I shall have 
the honour to communieate further with your Lordship. 

T should state that ia reply to my request for the restitution of the Sheikh’s tile- 
leeds (see my telogram No. 68 of the 11th ultimo), I was inforised by the Minister for 
Foreign A(fairs that of the papers found in the Agent's possession all those which were 
Hot of a seditious character bad beon restored. I at once inquired of Mr, Weatielaw 
whether the title-deeds were amongst the returned documents but have not yet received 
any answer, 

T have, &e. 
(Signet) M, DE BU 





No, 159, 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received July 22.) 


Sir, Admiralty, July 19, 1902, 

1 AM commanded by my Lotds Commissioners of the Admiralty to forward to you, 
herewith, to be laid before the Secrotary of State for Foreign AMfairy, a copy of a lector, 
dated the 27th May last, from the Senior Naval Officer iu the Persian Gull Division of 
the East Indies Station, reporting on the political situation in Nejd. 


(Signed) BVAN MACGREGOR. 
ER 


Inclosure in No. 159. 
Vieutenant-Commaniler Armstrong to Rear-Admirel Bosanquet, 


Sir, Lapwing,” at Bushire, May 27, 1302. 

I HAVE the honour to forward you the following Report on the present sitoation 
in Nejd with a short summary of the eventa which bave led up to it I venture to do 
this as all ite western border is contiguous to Nejd and the condition of affair in the 
latter country may seriously affect the political situation in the former. 

Feyzul-bin-Turki-bin-Said, former Bmir of Nejd, was in the direct line of the 
Hahabi Binirs, Me died, leaving three sons—the elder, Abdullah-bin-Said, becoming 
Emir. A quarrel soon arose between the new Emir and oue of his brothers, and some 
fighting took place. During these internal disturbances Mahomet-bin-Rashid, Sheikh of 
Hil, who forteriy oved sete non of allegiance to the Emir of Nejd, revolted, attacked, 
and, in the end, obtained supreme power in Nejd, 
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No. 157°. 


Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received July 22. 


(No. 334.) 
Aly Lord, 
IT is officially announced in yesterday's 


in brilliants has bee red on Abdul Aziz-or-Res! 


for the loyalty and de 
T should mention th 
dependents of the Emir. 


ri 


4, Emir ¢ 


uly 16, 1903, 
of tho Iftikhar 
id, in reward 


he Sultan, 


have, 
ned) 


been given to various 


ke. 
M. DE BUNS! 
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Mahomet-bin-Rashid died about 1899, and Abdul Azis-bin-Rashid, his cousin, 
succeeded tim. He has become a protégé of the Turks and bas for some time been 
menacing Koweit. 

Abdul Rahmon-bin-Said, the third and only living son of Feyzul-bin-Said, has been 
living at Koweit for some time. He is a friend of Sheikh Moubarak, and has been 

ig a-sort of pension from Bussorah on condition he remained quietly at Koweit, 
ment of this was stopped at the beginning of this year, 

About a year ago Abdal Azis-bin-Said, son of Abdal Rabwon, went south, and, 
finding that the Sheikh of Kharj and cortain other Sheikhs were willing to assist him, 
collected a foree, and at the beginning of this year captured Riadh, As far as T can 
gather he has now gained possession of a large portion of the surrounding country, 
in fact, all the southern half of Nejd, inclading Mangoohah, Derayeb, Kharj, Harik, and 
the Yemamah country 

Kasim and most af the Western country, inclading Bureidab, Shakra, Jelajel, as 
well as Hail, are still in the hands of Bin Rashid; but, according to all accounts, 
the Sheikhs'and people of these countries are very dissatisfied with his rule, and are 
only waiting for a favourable opportunity to go over to Bin Said. 

A great number of the better class Wababis and others of Nejd have left the 
country during Bin Rashid’s supremacy and have been living at Bussorah and other 
Places: A portion of these, ax well as the Sheikhs of Ajmon and Al Murrah (a lange 
Tribe who five in the Ahsa, or Hasa, country), with large followings, have attached 
themselves to Abdul Rahinon, who left Koweit on the 18th instant to join his son, Abdul 
Axis io Rindh, 

Bin Rashid has been in for the last month or two; but, according to the 
Iatest news, he went over to the west of Nejd about a fortnight ago’ to punish a tribe 

Abdulab, On this expedition he has met with little success, losing 30 or 

nen killed and 10 horses, and he hax now retired to Hail, 

st December tho Russian Consul from Bushire wont over to Kowoit 

and saw Abdal Rahmon-bin-Sald. ‘The Consul offered hit Russian 

nd protection, and said that if Abdul Rahmon wrote to lim asking for 

Seristance to regain his country the Rusian Government would give it. Sheikh 

Moubarak apparontly dissuaded him from doing this, and Abdul Rahmon has now writton 

to the Political Resident at Bushire asking for British protection. He states that he 

does rogaining his country, and is apparently quive confident 
in his ability to effect this binmelf 

‘The reason that Rahmon wishes the British Government to watel his interests, 
Apparently, is thot he fears complications with the Turks, I may add that there haa 

*n a rumour current for some time that the Turks havo offered {in Rashill assistance 
in his operations: but 1 am iven to understand that no movements can take place 
during the summer months owing to the scarcity of wator, 

During April last a Russian, who styled limsolf a geologist, stayed ot Kowelt for 
About » week; bat { could not discovor that he made any diplomatic overtures to either 
Abdul Rahmon or Sheikh Moubarak 

Thave, &o. 
(Signed) 4. G. ARMSTRONG, 





No, 160, 


Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Lansdoune.—( Received July 28,) 


Therapia, July 22, 1902, 

I reference to my despatch No. 936 of the 17th instant, I have thy honour 

8 telegram just received from Mr, ww tha the Agent 

kh of Koweit is still in ‘prison, and troated with rigour A scaled bag, 

howeve aining eertain papers, been returned to the Agent's house, and 

Mr, Wratislaw believes the Sheikh’'s title-deeds have also been returned, but on this 
Point he is awaiting nunication from the Sheikh. 

T hesitate to make a request for the Tulease of the Agent, who was imprisoned, 

like so many others throughout the Empire, for allowing seditious papers to pass throug 

his hands; and (am doubtful whether such a demand would be attended with success. 
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Lean, however, if your Lordship thinks fit, inform the Sublime Porte that His Majesty's 
Government reganis the Agent's ntion as an act of persecution directed 
against a Sheikh with whom they stand in friendly relations. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN 





No. 161. 
Foreign Office to Tuiia Office. 


Foreign Office, July 2 

T AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to 
hoforo the Secretary of State for India, a copy of a despatch from’ His Majest 
Consul nt Bussoral’ reporting that a raid had been made on the sheep of the Sheikh. 
of Koweit, near Bofwan,* together with a. despatch trom iis Majesty's Chargé 
d'Affaires at Constantinople on the sul 

" h has appealed to Mr. Wratislaw for his intervention with the Turkish 

bat, under the circumstances, Mr, de Bunsen proposes to instruct that 
or to inform the Sheikh that it will he impossible to protect him from raids in the 
rogion of Sefwan, 

Lord Lansdowne proposes, if Lord George Hamilton should concur, to approve 
the suxgestion of Mr. de Bunsen as to the instructions which shouldbe sent to 
Mr. Wratislaw on this subj 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE, 


No. 162, 
Foreign Offce to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 31, 1902. 

1 AM directed by tho Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you, to be laid 
Yefore the Secretary of Stato for India, a copy of a despatch from Hix Majesty 
Chargé d'Affaires ai Constantinople on the subject of the arrest of the Agent of the 
Sheikh of Koweit at Bussorab.t 

It will be observed that Mr. de Bunsen does not consider that a demand for the 
rolease of the Agent would be attended with success, but he proposes to inform the 
Sublime Porto that His Majesty's Government regard the Agent's continued detention 
as an act of persecution directed against a Sheikh with whom they stand in friendly 
relations. 

Lord Lansdowne proposes, if Lord G. Hamilton concurs, to authorize Mr. de Bunsen 
to make a communication to the Porte in the sense suguested by him. 





No. 168. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Recvived August 1, 
(Confidential) stashed cay ote) 
Sir, Admiralty, July 29, 1902. 

1 AM commanded by my Lonls Commissioners of the Admiralty to forward to 
fou herewith, to be nid before the Secretary of State for Foreign AMfars, an extract 
from a letter dated the 80th ultimo, from the Officer Commanding His Majesty’s ship 
“Amphitrite,” reporting his proceedings in the Persian Gulf. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) Hi. J. VAN SITPART NEALE. 


1 No 158. 


9 
Inclosure in No. 163. 


Captain Windhrm to Admiralty. 


(Extract.) * Amphitrite” at Bomboy, June 30, 1902, 

LEAVING Bushire on the 18th, T anchored off Koweit. 

On the 19th, I landed and visited Sheikh Jabbor, the eldest son of the Sheikh of 
Koweit, who was away at the time, After the usual greetings the Sheikh lent us 
horses and, in company with Major Cox, we rode through the bazaar and outside the 
town, and saw the entrenchments which were dug to the south and south-west of the 
town to prevent a threatened attack during the past year from Bin Rasebid, the Arab 
Ruler of Nejd, a town 600 miles to the westward of Koweit. 

It is believed that Bin Raschid was invited to this act by the Turks, but the 
attack nover reached the coast, though several fights occurred between it and Nejd. 

Thad not sufficient coal to allow me to visit Khor Abdullah, to the northward of 
Koweit which, according to the latest newspaper reports, is now said to be the projected 
terminus of the German railway. Unquestionably, Koweit will make an excellent 
terminus. 

This ship anchored within 14 miles of the town in 7 fathoms. 

Anchorage bearings: Conspicuous clump of trees (marked on Chart), 8.34 E. 
Flagstaff at Sheikh’s house (also marked on Chart), 8. 28 W. 

‘The bottom close ashore is rocky and jetties could with ease be built for veesols 
to lay alongside. The place is easy of approach and with a lighthouse placed on the 
Ras El Arz, the harbour could with facility be entered at night. 

Koweit could be defended from the sea. 

‘There is a sandy plain with practically no cover extending for some 4,000 yards 
behind the town, and ending in a ridge about 100 feet above sea level. 

This plain was not visible from tho deck of this ship owing to the town inter- 
Yening, but by guing up the rigging some 70 feot, the whole could be seen, ‘This 

lain across which any force attacking Koweit from the Innd side must come, eould 

swept by fire of shallow draught gun-boats anchored within a few 100 yaris of the 
bench to the westward of the town and by similar vessels anchored close in shore half 
Way between Ras al Aguzn and conspicuous clump of trees marked on the Chart. 

Vessels drawing 13 foot could moor close in shore and westward of the town on a 
Patch marked 6 fathoms, and also to the eastward of the town. 

On the morning of the 20th, the Sheikh returned my visit and went round the 
ship. [presented him on his leaving with a silver scent sprinkler purchased from 
Messrs. Cowasjeo Dinshaw, Bros., and saluted him with five guns. 


No. 164. 


India Office to Foreign Office—(Reccived August 2.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under~ 
Secretary of Ste for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord’ George Hamilton, forwards 


herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a letter from 
the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 26th June, relative to Koweit affairs. 


India Office, August 1, 1902, 5 


Inclosure 1 in No. 164. 


Liewtenant-Colonel Kembali to Government of India. 


(Confidential 
ir, 


LHAVE the honout to forward copy of « letter addressed to ine by Shaikh Mubarek, 
of Koweit, regarding the occupation of Bubyan Safwan and Um Kast by the Turks. 


Bushire, Aprit 26, 1902, 


‘The Amayer Island, referred to by Shaikh Mubarek in this letter, is, | understand, 
the island in Musalameya Bay, some 70 miles north of Kateef. Its occupation by the 








‘Turks was referred to in my dinry for the week ending 14th April, 1902, entry 
‘The Chief of Koweit claims that this isluad is oceupied by Arabs wh 
him, but I-do not think his claim can be very strong, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) C. A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 164. 


Sheikh Mubarek to Lieutenant-Colonel Kembatl. 


10 Moharrum, 1320 (April 19, 1902). 

‘THE Turks are giving a good deal of trouble through the Mushir (the Cowimander- 
in-chief), and it appoars that he is helping Ibn Raschid. have stationed tba 
Raschid’s men at El Hnsi, Zubeir, Khamisiyeh, and >anawy, and are exercising theit 
authority over his tribes and instigating them (the tribes) against my dependents, but the 
tuibennen, on account of the ilitreatment they receive from tbu Raschid and the 
safety thoy have experienced from me, do not listen to them, but they find means (0 
allare them 

The (Turkish) soldiers are still at Bubiyan, Sefwan, and Um Kass. Ibe Raschid’s 
man ix with the soldiers at Sefwan. I have intercepted che letter which Ibo Ruschid bad 
written to the Rindh people, saying tbat he had stationed eight battalions troops at Selwan, 
also in Hana. 

As regards Bubiyan, after thirty days, wy subjects will go to Bubiyan as before to 
resume thelt fishing occupation, and similarly my tribeswuen will take their flocks and 
cattle to Sefwan after a fortnight, If the fishermen go to Bubiyan and stay there while 
the soldiors are there, the soldiers will give them much trouble, Similarly as regards the 
tribesmen 

from Kateef thirty soldiers, accompanied by Ton Juma, 
to the Amayer Island with a view to. their lising there, but the Amayer people did not 
allow thom (to stay). The soldiers, therefore, returned to Katif and then went to stay 
with Ibn Wahab at Darien. Thin is the wtate of affairs, and the taking of action rests 
with you. 


Inclosure $ in No, 164. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Bushive, April 26, 1902. 
1 HAVE the honour to forwant copy of a letter, with inelosures, received by’ me from 
Sheikh Mubarek, of Kowsit, 
‘The name of the Russion traveller now at Koweit ig, 1 understand, Nicholas 
Bogoyarleusky, who was referred to in my diary for the week ending the 21st’ April 
ntty No. 9. The Senior Naval Mficer, Persian Gulf Division, informa me that he is 
taking many photographs at Koweit. 
. T have, &c. 
(Signed) C. A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 4 in No 164. 


Sheikh Mubarek to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball. 


(After comptimen 10 Moharrum, 1320 (Apri 19, 1903). 
YESTERDAY a Russian reached here. He bad a lettce for me from the Russian 
Consul at Bushire. A copy of the letter is inclosed herewith. His object was that I 
ould find « house for him (the Russian) to live in. I did not give him any house, but 
have put him up in my divan (house) uncil his return. 
also inclove » copy of the Russian Consul’s letter to which 1 had referred in my 
former letter to you, 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 164. 


M, Orecenko to Sheikh Mubarek, 
(Translation,) 
(After compliments) Zil Hijjeh, 1819 (March 16, 1902). 

FROM the time I left Koweit till now I have not forgotten the kindness you had 
shown to the offirers of our ship when you received us at your pl Tam much obliged 
fo you. Ihave at present heard that you are at perfect ease so far as your enemies are 
Coieerned, and I take this opportuuity of wishing you happy tines. I pray God that you 
may be in a flourishing state. 

Tom in need of three or four gazelles. They should be tame and not wild, 1 bave 
Some guzclles, but there is no male among them, If you can find one or two male 
gazelles, please send them to me by a boat coming to Boshire, and let me know the 
Price, so that I may pay it to the bearer of tie an J hope you will uot stop xiving 
We news about yourself. Give my salaams to Sheikh Jaber and all your sons, and to 
Sheikh Abdu! Raiuan-bin-Feysal. 

(signed) OVSEENKO, 
Russian Consul-General, Bushire. 


Inclosure 6 in No, 164. 


AM. Oeseenko to Sheikh Mubareke 
(Translation.) 
(After counpliments.) 12 Zil Hijjeh, 1919 (March 23, 1902), 
BEFORE now I have sent you a letter, which [ hope has reached you. At prescat 
doctor named Bunamuyeh (or Baxuich ?) ius arrived from Russia, Ue stayed with an 
find wished to visit the Gulf ports to scoure sea insects. ‘This time he is going towards 
Koweit. J request that if he stands in need of assistance in hix work at sea, you will ask 
Your servants to give it him, and if he finds it necessary to stay at Koweit for four or 
more days, you will ak some one in Koweit to lense a house to him, and extend to him 
the kindness you had shown to me, and f shall be obliged. (ive ay walaamas co Sheikh 
Jaber and Sheikh Abdul Rahean Feysal. 
(Signed) OVSEENKO, 


Russian Consul-General, Bushire. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 164. 


Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Tolegraphio.) Shiras, May 22, 1903, 
[HAVE received letter from Abdul Rahman-bin-Feysal-el-Saood saying he wus 


Jeaving Koweit immediat jered as “one of those 
having relations with the British Go 


Meanwhile, | do not propose to send any reply. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 164, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of Indi 


(Congidential) Shiraz, May 28, 1902, 
WITH reference to my telegram, dated the 22nd instant, I have the honour to forward 
copy of the letter addressed to me by Abdul Rahman-bin-Feysal-cl-Saood, which was 
it over from Koweit by His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing,” and was received in Bushire 

om the 12th instant. 

It will be seen that Abdul Rahman asks to be considered as one of the protégés of the 
British Government, the Arabic wors used by hitn being “ min mahsubieukum,” or “one of 
those having relation with you.” 

2. The Government of India will be aware from my previous reports of the successes 
hich have been gained by Abdal Aziz, the sou of Abdal Rabroan-bin-Feysal, and it would 
seem that Abdal Rahman now considers his son's position sufficiently assurer- atl lias decided 

(1518) 2D 
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to give him his active support. It is impossible to predict with any degree of certainty 
whether the El-Saood family will succeed in their present enterprise. The yeneral 
impression scems to he that the present Amir of Nejd is a difforent stainp of man from his 
predecessors, and that the fact of his having left Abdul Aziz-bin-Abdul Hahman in 
tundispated possession of Riadh for so long auxurs well for the final success of the Wahabi 
dynasty. It is further generally thought that the season for warlike operations is now past, 
but that in the early autuwn the Amir of Nejd will take the field in earnest and try 
to recover his lost prestige. It seems futile at present to discuss what will be the result if 
the Wababis succeed in re-establishing their rule in Central Arabia, but I think there is 
‘no doubt that our attitude mast be impartial, and 1 do not propose to send any reply 
to Abdul Rahman's letter. ‘The statement made in the letter that the Russian Consul 
at Buabire bad asked Abdul Rahman to write to him is possibly true, a8 | am iat 
when the Russian Consul visited Koweit he iad an interview with Abdul Rahman, 


Inclosure 9 in No. 164, 
Abdul Rahman-bin-Feysal-el-Sacod to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


(Translation.) 
(After compliments.) Koweit, 5th Safar, 1820 (May 14, 1902). 

1 HAVE no wish to look to any one but younelf because of the favours and 
protection you extend to all thove who place themselves under your eyes. I request the 
eyes of your benevolent Government may be kept on ine. 

beg to inform you about the Russian Consul at Busbire, who had come to the place 
where Tam at present. He ewe to me and asked me to write him a letter describing the 
‘Ml-treatiment | have received from the Turks and the help they have given Ibu Raschid 
against me. 1 did not see fit to zo to other than your Government. I request of your 
benevolent Governinent to consider me as one of their protéxés. I am this day leaving for 
my country, Rindh. By the grace of God the whole of my country has come into my 
hands, fbn Rasehid bad taken charge of my country und practised tyranny, without any 
right, by the help of the Turkish Government and through the intrigues of their officials. 
‘Tyrunny is not good, and fur Goveenmnents justice wod favours and not tyranay are suitable, 
I pray God to help mae against thove who have ill-treated me and to enable me to repel 
“zulm.” 


Inolowure 10 in No, 164, 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball, 


Simla, June 23, 1902. 
T AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram, dated the 24nd ultimo, 
and your letter, dated the 2rd ultimo, rezarding « letter addressed to yoo by Abdul 
Abdiil-bin-Feysal-el-Saood, in which he expresses a desire to be regarded as a protégé of the 
British Government, 

‘The Government of India agree with y 
zo encouragement shoald be given to Abdul-bin-Feysal, 
replying to his letter is approved. 


(Confidential) 
ir, 


view that, pending further developments, 
4 your action in abstaining from 


T have, xe. 
(Signed) J. B. WOOD, 
Under-Seoretary to Government of india. 





. No. 165. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 2.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Indin presents his compliments to the Under 
Seoretary of State for Forvign Affuirs, and, by dircction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the Sed ultimo, relative to Koweit affairs. 


India Office, August 1, 1902. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 165. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Sir, Bushire, June 9, 1902, 

1 HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, 
copy of a letter which has been addressed to Sir N. O’Conor by His Britannic Majesty's 
Corsul, Bussorah, in connection with Koweit affairs. 

Thave, &e, 
(For Political Resident in the Persian Gulf), 
(Signed) VERE HUNT, Captain, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 165. 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor, May 27, 1902, 
(Already printed.) 


Inclosure 3 in No. 165. 
of Indi 


Daahire Je 8, 1003, 
VE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, a 
eye push addressed to Hie Britannic Majesty's Ambatandor, Constantinople, 
wasal, Bussorab, regarding the movements of Iba Raschid. 
T have, &, 
(For Political Resident in the Persian Gulf ), 
(Signed) VERE HUNT, Captain. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Goverama 


Inclosure 4 in No. 165. 


Consul Wratislaw (0 Sir N, O' Conor. 


(No, 28.) Bussorah, June 9, 1908, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 25 of the 27th May, I have the honour to report 
that letters have been received here from Ibn Raschid to the effect that he has been com- 
polled to eater Hayel in order to transact business connected with the return of pilgrims 


from Mecca. 


see 
No. 160, 


India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received August 11.) 


Sir, India Office, moe 8, tee 
« "1AM direoted by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge receipt of your 
of the 28th Jaly, and To stat, in yply, that his Lordship concurs in Lord Lansdowne's 
Broposal to approve Mr. de Bunsen’s suggestion as to the instructions which should be 
Sent to Mr. Consul Wratislaw with rega cep 

‘A. GODLEY. 


to a raid upon Koweit shop near Sefwan. 


am, 
(Signed) 
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No. 167. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. de Bunsen. 
(No. 262) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 14, 1902, 

I COMMUNICATED to the Secretary of State for India your despatch No. 336 
of the 17th ultimo, relative to complaints made by tho Sheikh: of Koweit to His 
Majesty's Consul at Bussorah of the proceedings of the Turkish authorities, 

The instructions which you propose to se Mr. Wratislaw in regard to the: 
raiding of sheep belonging to Koweit near Sefwan are approved. 

Tam, &e. 
LANSDOWNE. 





India Office to Foreign Office — (Received August 15.) 


Sir, India Office, August 14, 1902. 

1 AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of your letter | 
of tho ist July, stating that His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Constantinople does 
not consider that » demand for tho release of the Agent of the Sheikh of Keweit at 
Bussorah would be successful, and that he proposes to inform the Sublime Porte that 
Wis Majesty's Government regard the Agent’s continued detention as an not of perse= 
cution diraoted against a Sheikh with whom they stand in friendly relations, 

In reply, Lam to say that Lond George Hamilton concurs in Lord Lansdowne's 
proposal to authorize Mr. de Bunsen to make a communication to the Porte in the 
above senxe, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) 4. GODLEY, 





No. 169, 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received August 16.) 


THE Uniler-Socrotary of State for India. presents his compliments to the Under 
Seoretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton 
forwards horewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of iudhance ty 
Government of India Foroign Soorvtary’s lotter, dated 24th July, respecting Koweit 
affairs. 

India Office, August 10, 1902. 


Tuclosure 1 in No, 169. 
Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Bushire, June 30, 1902 

I HAVE the houour to forward, for the information of the Gos rament of India, 
translation of a letter which I have received from Sheikh Mubarak-bin-Subab of 
Kowvit, regarding the movemoats of Abdul Rahman-bin-Feysal-el-Saood. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 169. 
‘Sheikh Mubarak-bin-Subah (o Lieutenant-Colonei Kembatl 


(Aftor compliments.) 7th Rabieul-Awal, 1820 (June 14, 1902) 
ON 2nd Safer, 1320 (11th May, 1902), Abdul Rahman-bin-Feysal-el-Saood left 
for hix native country Risdh, and to join his son. He was accompanied by the leadi 
men of the Ajman and ELMurra tribes. On reaching the (head-quarters of the) 
Ajman and El-Murm tribes, all men belonging to those tribes joined him, and they 
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attacked the Shammar tribe, and captured many Arabs belonging to that tribe and the 
Dhafur tribe. He then went to his home (Riadh). 

Furthermore, his son, Abdul Aziz, on the 27th May last captured many 
Shammar Arabs, relatives of Thn Rashid.’ All Nojd people—villagers and nomads— 
are identifying themselves with his eanse and siding with him, exeopt the Kasims, but 
the latter are also disgusted of Ibn Rashid. This is the news which has reached me. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 169. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


{Confidential.) Bushire, June 80, 190%, 

IN continuation of this Office letter dated the 6th instant, I have the honour to 
forwanl, for the information of the Government of India, translatios letter which 
T have received from Sheikh Mubarak-hin-Subah, Chief of Koweit, regarding Koweit 
affairs. 


Inclosure 4 in No, 160, 
Sheikh Mubarak-bineSubah to Lieutenant-Colonet Kemball, 


(After compliments.) Sth Rabi-ul-dwal, 1320 (June 15, 1902), 

ON the 10th Moy last Yusuf-el-Ibrahim, tho ruffian, collected men from 
Zubeir under Khaled-el-Aoon, armed with firearms, and sent them to attack the flocks 
of my tribesmen who were in Sefwan, and they lifted 800 shoop. My (other) tribes- 
men wanted to go to the assistance of their brethren, as thay wore close by; but ax I 
had warned iy tribestpen that whenever anything happoned they were to rofer to 
me, they abstained from retaliation, At this time I had written to the Wali of 
Bussorah on the subject, anil hnd inclosed my letter to his Excellency in. the letter 1 
hai written to my Bussomh agent, Abdul Axit-cl-Salim, J had asked my agent that, 
before delivering the Wali’s letter, he should show it to the Consul at Bumorah, and 
ask him if it should be delivered or not, accordingly asked the Consul, 
who said that the letter may bo delivered to the Wali, My agent thereupon delivered 
the letter, but up till now no reply has come to mo from the Wali in the matter, nor 
have I received back the plundered sheep. "Whatever you think i the best, 





No. 170. 


Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Lansilowne—{Received August 18.) 


No, 363.) 
My Lord, 
REFERRING to my despatch No. 301 of Ist July, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith fe font Lordship copy of a despatch from Mis M 2 

d 


Constantinople, August 11, 1902. 


1¢ appointment of Thalib Pasha as Mutessarif 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) ‘M. DE BUNSEN, 


Bussorah reporting 


Inclosure in No. 170. 


Consul Wratislaw to Mr. de Bunsen, 
(No. 33.) 
Sir, Bussorah, July 8, 1902, 

I HAVE the honour to report that according to telegrams received here from 
Constantinople, Seyid Thalib Pasha, the eldest son of the Nakib of Bussorah, has been 
ppointed Mutessarif of the Sandjak of Hassa, and has already left the capital for 
Wapaad with a-Flow to taking pessemnon of his peat 

Thali Pasha was summoned to Constantinople in disgrace at the beginning of 
the year, to answer both for his private misdeeds, which were many, and for. the 
ingubordination of Sheikh Mubarek of Koweit, which it was considered fat he might 

(2518) 
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have done something to prevent. ‘The influence of his backer at the Palace, Abu 
Hudda, and his lavish expenditure of the family funds at Constantinople have, 
however, enabled him to emerge triumphantly from his difficulties, 

He is an able though unprineipled man, and may, perhaps, be able to cope with the 
difficulties of the situation at Hassa, where the Arab tribes still render all communica~ 
tion between the town and the coast a matter of danger. 

As reported in my telegram No. 46 Nth ultimo, the transport 
loft Bussorah on the previous day with reinforcements for that district, consisting of 
a very weak battalion of mule éayal talion of the 1ith Nishanji Regiment, 
four mountain guns, and a few arti all, something over 500 men. — 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. C. WRATISLAW. 





Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Receiced August 18.) 
(No. 66.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, August 11, 1902, 

IN my despatch No. 339 of the 22nd July Inst, I had the honour to acquaint 
vour Lordship with the substaneo of a telegram from Mz. Consul Wratislaw, in which 
he expressed the heliof that the Sheikh of Koweit’s title-doeds, which wero amongat 
the papers seized at the time of his Agent's arrest, had been restored to the Sheikh, 

T have now teceived a further telegram from Mer. Wratislaw confeming this 
intelligence, 

Thare, &e. 
(Signed) M. DE BU 





No, 17; 


. The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. de Bunsen. 
(No. 2 
Sir, n Offer, August 19, 19032. 
I COMMUNICATED to the Seoretary of State for India i ‘despateh No. 339 of 
tho 22nd ultimo, rolative to the arrest of the Agent of tho Sheikh of Kowoit at 
Bussorah. 
His Majesty's Gov 
regard the continued detention of the Agent as nn act of permecution directed again 
a Sheikh with whom they stand in friendly relations. i 


approve your proposal to inform the Porte that they 


Lam, &e. 
ed) LASSDOWN 





Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquees of Lanactowne:-—(Recesed September 1.) 


(No. 377.) 
My Lori, Constontinople, August 26, 1902. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 384 of the 16th ultimo, I have the honour 
transmit herewith on extract from the Official * announcing the bestowal 
fs furthor decoration by the Sultan upon Abdul Axia Thn Reshid, the Emir of the 
Nejd. 
T have, &. 
(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 


Taclosure in No. 173. 
Extract from the “ Levant Herald” of August 25, 1902. 
ABDOUL-AZIZEL RECHTD a ét6 décoré de Ia médaille du Liakkat en or, en 


reconnaissance de sa fidélité et do sa loyaute envers Sa Majesté Impériale Je Salian. 
Son homme de confi p, Hachman Pacha, a re mime médaille en argent. 





No. 174, 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor.—(Received at Foreign Office, September 1.) 


(No. 30.) 
Sir, Bussorah, July 31, 1902. 
I ITAVE the honour to report that, according to information received here from 
Tebel Thn Reschid is making’ energetic preparations for attacking Abdal 
-bin-Saoud in Riadh as soon as weather permits. ‘This is likely to be carlior this 
ir than usual, as the summer heat has been much below the avernge, and the elose 
Senso for hostilities js expected to end comparatively soon, Ibn Teachid weote to hia 
friends here some time back boasting that tho Sultan had promised bim some guns, 
but T do not know whether he has actaally received them 
Ilo has endeavoured to detach some of the tribes which adhered to Ibn Saond by 
proclaiming that the latter is the tool of English infidels, and that it is tho duty of alt 
but I have not heant that this deviee has hnd any effect. 
Thn Saoud, who could have done little 
without his help, and It ix to be feared that Koweit may become actively involved in 
the hostilities which are locally regarded as inevitable. 
T have, &e. 
(Sigred) A. ©, WRATISLAW. 


No. 175. 


Sir N. O'Conor fo the Marquess of Lansdowxe.—( Received September 6.) 


(felegeaphie.) P. Constantinople, September 6, 100%, 
HIS Majesty's Consul at Bussoruh reports by telegram No. 56 under yesterda 
date that, nesording to a telegram from the Mudir of ao, an encounter hai occurred 
on that day between the bents of His Majesty's ship “Lapwing” and two pirate 
vessels off Fu he * Lapwing’s” boats lost one seaman killed. 
Mr. Wratislaw adds details froin the Commander of the 
“Lapwing,” who has, howe 


Commander-in-chirf, East Indice Station, to Admiralty. (Communicated by 
Admiralty, September 7.) 
(No, 13) 
("olegraphic.) Pert Louis, Septen 
FOLLOWING telegram received from Commander of His 
“Lapwing,” Fao. She is leaving for Mohammerah, Bussoral 


“I received information nl September to the elloct that two dhows belonginse 
to Bin Brahim had left to attack Koweit in conjunetion with shore force. I left 
immediately for Koweit, arriving 11 v.xt. No attack took place, but suspected dhows 
seen in vicinity, 4th September, and I therefore went to look ont for dhows round 
Failabu and Bubiyan. ‘This morning went from Khor Abdalah with armed boat to 
hoard two suspected dhows, who refused to stop. Chased them to Persian shore, when 
they beached snd landed, “We were attacked by them from the shore with very heavy 











rifle fire. Floated dhows, and brought them here. Lost 1 man killed, 2 slightly 
wounded, Enemy lost about 6. As they bad good cover on shore, and there were about 
150 men, we could not attack through soft mud. What am I to do with dhows ? 


T have telegraphed as follows to “ Lapwing” :— 


“Retain captured dhows for the present, but report if claimed by Persian 
Government, Heport fully by letter on all the circumstances connected with the 
attack and capture, also chase. Report direct to the Admiralty by letter, sending 
duplicate to Commander-in-chief, Trincomalee, as soon as pos Report name of 
Killed by telegram, giving official numberand rating; also wounded. Duplicate report 
is to be sent to Admiralty. 

His Majesty's ships "Cossack" and “Redbreast” are about to proceed to Koweit 
with the least possible delay 





No. 177. 
Sir N, O'Conor t0 the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received September 11.) 


Constantinople, September 11, 1902. 
following telegram, dated yosterday, has reached me from Mr. Cousul 
Wratislaw this morning — 
‘Tho Vali seut an examining Magistrate to-day to hold an informal inquiry on board 
His Majesty's ship ‘La ” The ¢ idee of the ‘Lapwing’ made a full 
exhibited articles found on the captured dhows, principally riflos and 
scaling-ladders, and « seal b the name of » man 
" belonged to the body-guard of Sheikh of Dor. ‘There 
in nothing beyond this to identify anybody. 
“ Twelve mon evidently belonging to the crews of the dhows have been arrested by 
the Sheikh of Mohammerah. | Theso men have up to naw obstinately refused (o give 
any nooount of themselves. ‘They appear to be wild Araby” 





No. 178. 


Sir N. O'Conor (o the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received September 15.) 


(No. 304.) 
My Lord, Therapia, September 9, 1902, 

T DULY receive your Loriship’s telogram No, 03, respecting tho capture of 
some Arab dhows by His Majesty's ship “Lapwing,” and I have now the he 
continuation of my telegram No. 89 of the 6th instant, to forward the substance of 
two further tolograms from Mr. Wratislaw relating to tho samo event. 

‘The Sublime Porte has not spoken to me on the subject, although I have no 
doubt they wero acquainted with the circumstances when I called yesterday upon the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and I do not. propose to broach it unless instructed by 
your Lordship and put in possession of information which will enable me to. prove 
that the expedition was abetted by the Turkish authorities, and took place with their 
Knowledge and approval. We have repeatedly called the attention of the Ottoman 
Government to the acts of piracy committed in the Persian Gulf and Shatel-Arab 
without other results than assurances that measures would be taken to secure the safety 
of these waters by sending Turkish gun-boats there. 

‘Tho action of the officer of His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing,” whether taken against 
pirates or against a flibustering expedition organized by Yusuf-el-Ibrahim against 
the Sheikh of Koweit, shows our determination effectually to police these parts when 
the Ottoman Gorerament fail to do so, and I cannot but think it will have a severely 
deterrent effect for the future, both as regards piracy and attacks upon Koweit. 

Tan see no reason why the dhows should be returned to the farkich nuthoritie. 
I would rather suggest that they should be sold by public auction and the proceeds 
given to the family of the deceased British sailor and to the wounded blugackets 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ”-N. R. O'CONOR, 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 178. 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(elegraphic.) _P. September 6, 1902. 

NDER of His Majesty's ship “Lapwing” reports capture of two armed 
dhows. ‘The dhows, on his giving chase, tried to escape on the Persian side, and fired 
on his boats. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 178. 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(Telegraphic) P. September 8, 1902 

REFERRING to my telegram of yesterday. ‘The “Lapwing” has arrived, 
bringing in the two captured dhows. 

The Commander gives the following details :— 

Having been informed at Fao on the Srd instant that w surprise attack on 
Koweit by sea had been organized by Yusnf-el-Tbrahim, ed that place, where 
he learnt, in confirmation of his information, that two suspicious dhows had been 
Ho thereupon anchored at the entrance of Khor Abdullah, visiting all dhows passing. 
On the morning of the 5th instant two suspicious dhows full of armed men were seen, 
‘They refused to stop when hailed, and threatened to fire on the “Lapwing's" bont, 
Mhereupon all bosts gave chase, and finally dhows ran ashore on the Persian coast. 
‘The Arabs landed and fired on boats. One bluejacket was killed and two woundod, 
Hut tho beats eventually succeeded in getting the two dhows off, Enemy's lost 
‘estimated at six from return fire of boats, 

‘The two dhows belong, T have little doubt, to Dora, and were intended for a raid 
‘on Koweit or its neighbourhood, had the Sheikh been found wapropared. 





No. 179, 
ir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lanadowne,—(Received September 15.) 


(No. 397.) 
My Lori, Therepia, September 9, 1902, 

YOUR Lordship. will have seen, from Mr. Consul Wratislaw's despatch No. 3 
of the 3ist July, which reached me by last King’s Messenger, that there is reason to 
Apprehend a renewal of hostilities between Ibn Reshid and Abdul Aziz-bin.Saoud. 

In view of Sheikh Mubarek's attitude ax described by Mr, Wratislaw in his 
concluding paragraph, I think it would be well to take an early opportunity to warn 
the Sheikh that he should abstain from encouraging any action likely to involve him 
in difficulties with the Imperial Government or with the Emir of Nejd. 

T have, &o, 
(Signed) " 'N. R. O'CONOR, 





No. 180. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received September 15.) 


(No. 401, 
My ta Constantinople, September 10, 1902. 


WITH reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 93 of the Sth instant, and to 
Ty despatch No. 394 of yesterday, I have the honour to transmit a paraphrase of 
‘gee from His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah regarding the attitude of the Vali in 


SMunection with the recat capture of pirate dhows by His Majesty’ ship 
wing.” 
Mfr. Wratislaw reports that the Governor has been most remiss in Allowing the 
Lsis} 2 








no 


Sheikh of Koweit’s enemies to organize land raids from the shelter of Turkish 
territory; and your Lordship will observe that Mr. Wratislaw has remonstrated with 
his Excellency on the subject. 
T have approved Mr. Wratislaw’s action in this matter. 
Thave, & 
(Signed) R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure No. 150. 
Consul Wrotislaw to Sir N. O° Conor. 


(Telegraphie.) P. 

CAPTURE of dhows by His Majesty's ship “Lapwing.” 

T had an unsatisfactory interview yesterday with Vali, His Excellency is 
pisinty dotermined to do his utmost to provent guilt being brought home to Ynsuf- 
ben-Ibmahim, or any one for whom the Turkish Government is responsible. He 
‘maintained that it was for us to prove who the culprits were, and he would then make 
inquiries. 

T hear that somo of the pirates have been arrested by the the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah. It should be easy, if this is true, to ascertain who is responsible. 

‘The Vali has been most iss in allowing Mubarek's enemies to organize land 
raids from the shelter of ‘Turkish territory. 

In my interviow of yestorday I spoke to him very strongly on the subject. 


September 9, 1902, 


No. 181, 
Hamid Bey to the Marques of Lansdowne—(Received September 15.) 


LE Chargé d'Affaires do Tarqule présente sex compliments 


Marquis de 
Lanalowne, et a Yhonneur de porter 


In haute connaissance de sa Seignourie. quo Ia 


Sublime Porte, ayaut appris que le Cheikh Youssouf Thmhim serait soupgonné 
Worganiser une altaquo sur Koweit, déclare quo cotte nouvelle est sans le moindre 
fondement ot que, d'nilleurs, le Cheikh Mubarek est a 
contre le Cheikh Ibrahim A eause d'une réclama 
formule contre Tui A Ia suite d’uno affair de meurtre. y 
par son Gouvernement d'informer a Scigneurio que, d'aprés des mpports du 
Vali do Bassorah, trois bitin lais viondraient de Bombay mouiller 


eat chargé égule- 


dans Tes enn prier ti ant de prendre les mesures nécessairos 
afin que les dites vatsseaux, dunt Ia prisence dans les eaux de Bassorah produirait une 
funeste impression sur lo habitants de cox parages, n'y xoient pax mvoyés. 


Ambansade Inpériale de Turquie, Londres, 
le 15 Septembre, 1002. 





No. 182. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office (Received September 15.) 


(Confidentia.) 
Sir, Admiralty, September 15, 1902. 

WITH reference fo Adtniralty letter of the 7th instant, I am commanded by 
my Lonls Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the 
Sccretary of State for Foreign Affairs, decypher of a telegram dated this day from 
the Commandcr-in-chief, East Indies Station, relative to the capture of dhows in the 
Persian Gulf by His Majesty’s ship “ Laswing.” 

‘A similar letter has been sent to the India Office. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


m1 


Inclosure in No. 1 
Rear-Admiral Bosenquet to Admiralty, 


{Telezraphic.) Port Louis, September 15, 190 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 13, “ Cossack” reports affair of no pol 
importance save that the attacking party were raised and dispatched from ‘Turkish 
territory. Letter follows by first mail. 





No. 183. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 
ig 


Sir, Foreign Office, September V5, 1902. 

L AM dimeted by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transilt to. you, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a note from the 
Turkish Chargé d'Affaires,* denying the report that Sheikh Yusuf Thrahim has any 
intention of organizing an attack on Kowett, and requesting that if it wero true that 
threo British ships of war are about to anchor at Bussorab, instructions may bo sont 
to prevent thie measure, which, in the opinion of the ‘Turkish Government, would have 
an unfortunate effect on the population, 

Hamid Bey, who brought the note himself, was very anxious to obtain an 
assurance on tho latter point. Ie was informed that it was scarcely probable that 
three vessels hind been ordered to proceed to Bussorah, but that inquiry would be 
made. 

Tord Lansdowne would be glad to receive any information which the Lords 
Commissioners may be able to furnish on this point, for communication to the Turkish 
Government. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) 1. H, SANDERSON. 





No. 184. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received September 13.) 


ilential.) 
Ldmivalty, September 17, 1902, 

I LAID before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of the 

| instant, inclosing n copy of a note from the Turkish Chargé d'Affaires denying: 
the intention of tho Sheikh Yussuf Theahim to attack Koweit 

9 to your inquiry as to the report mentioned by Hamid Boy that three 
Of His Majesty's ships were about to anchor at Bussorali, 1 am commanded by their 
Loniships to request you will represent to the Marquessof Lansdowne that the “ Sphinx” 
is now in the Shittel-Arab to aid in the suppression of pimey, and that the 
* Lapwing patrolling the river during the date season. 

Further, in consequence of the recent encounter between the “ Lapwing's * boats 
‘and pivatieal dhows, the Commander-in-chief sent the “ Cossack ” and the * Redbreast ”* 
to the Persian Gulf, probably on the assumption that the affray in which the 

Lapwing” was engaged hnd a political aspect, the dhows having been reported as 
sent by Bin Ibrahim to attack Koweit 

Lord Lansdowne will have observed that, in his telegram No. 16 of the 1th 
instant, the Commander-in-chief stated that subsequently the“ Cossack” reported the 
“affair was of n0 nificance, save that the attacking party was raised and 
dispatched from Turkish territory.” 

Rear-Admiral Drury did not, however, state the port from which the Cossack * 
telegraphed this message, and it is possible that her Commanding OM have 
gone to the Shatt-el-Arab to confer with the Commanding Officer of the 
Vefore telegraphing to the Commander-in-chief. 

If this assumption is correct tho “Cossack” would be the third vessel in the 
river, and the idea tay have arisen that she was going up to Bussoral, 


Nats. 
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‘These circumstances appear to my Lords to afford the most probable explanation 
of the rumour to which Lord Lansdowne refers. That the Commander-in-chief 
would allow the “Cossack,” in addition to the other two vessels, to remain in the 
iver my Lords do not consider probable, but they will cause a telegram to be sent to 
Admiral Drury, should Lord Lansdowne desire if, alluding to the report in question, 
and asking the proposed disposition of the “Cossack” and " Redbreast.” 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 





No. 185, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, September 18, 1902. 
WLEH referenco to the letter from this Office of the 6th instant, I am directed 
by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you copy of a despatch from Hi 
njesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople in regard to the recent capture of two armed 
ahows hy His Majesty's ship Lapwing.’ 

Lori Lansdowne proposes, if Lord G. Hamilton concurs, to approve the attitade 
adopted by Sir N. O'Conor in the matter, and to recommend to the Admiralty that, 
unless some claim to the dhows be raised by the Persian Government, in whose 
territory they were captured, they should he dealt with in the manner suggested by 
Sir N. OConor, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) T. Hl. SANDERSON, 





No. 186. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty, 
(Confidentia),) sic et 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 18, 1902. 

T AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowledse the receipt of your 
letter of the 17th instant, relative to the report mentioned by the Turkish Chargé 
d'Affaires that three of His Majesty's ships were about to anchor at Bussorah. 

Lord Lansdowne will be obliged it the Lords Commissioners would telegraph 
to the Commander-in-chief, East Indies Station, ax suggested in your letter, alluding 
to the report in question and inquiring asto the proposed movemcais of the * Cossack = 
and “ Redbrenst.” 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘T. H. SANDERSON 





No, 187. 


Admiralty to Foreign Ofice-—(Received September 19.) 


(Confidential. 
Sir, Admiralty, September 19, 1902. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, decipher of a telegram 
dated the 18th instant, from the Officer Commanding His Majesty's ship “Lapwing” 
at Bussorab, respecting piracy in the ShetebAmt. 

am, &e. 
(igned) "EVAN MACGREGOR. 
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Inclosure in No, 187. 
The Commander of “Lapwing” to Admiralty. 


(Telegraphic.) Bustorah, September 18, 190 

TRIAL of the pirates—fifteen prisoners caught by the Sheikh of -Mohammerah, 

‘They refused to confess, thonzh it is well known that expedition against Koweit was 

organized by suspected Sheikh, and left Turkish territory. ‘There is no direct evidence 

Vali will make no sidiission, and will not take any effective action unless 

from Constantinople Wali has inquired from Consul reason for 

“ Lapwing’s” presence in these waters, and explanation of his movements. I gather 
that ‘Turks intend contesting legality of my action, 





No, 188. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Septenber 19, 190: 

WITH reference to my lotter of tho 1:ith instant, 1 aim directed by the Marquess 
of Lansdowne to transmit fo you herewith a copy of ‘a dospat Tis. Majesty 
Ambassador at Constantinople,* in which liis Exod expresses the opinion that in 
view of the apprehended reneval of Ths Reshid snd Alful Anis 
bin Saoud, the Sheikh of Kowoit shi abstain from encouraging any 
action likely to involve him in difficulties with the Imperial Ottoman Government or 
with the Einir of Nejd. 

Lain to suggest, for tho considerution of Lond George Hamilton, that telogaphic 
instructions should bo sent to the British Resident at Bushice, to give the warning 
proposed by Sir N, 0 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) 1. H. SANDERSON, 


No. 189, 


Sir N. O'Conor tu the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received September 22, 


Constantinople, September V7, 1902. 
I RECRIVED a message from the Minister of Foreign Affairs to the effect that 
the Vali of Bussorah had roportod that His Majesty's Consul at that place had brought 
‘unsubstantiated charges against Yusuf Tha Ibrahim of intriguing against Mubarek 
Sabah, and that three British war-ships were on their way to Bussorah waters, ‘Th 
i had added that the presence of these ships might produce a bad impression 
amongst the local population, and had asked the Sublime Porte to see that they should 
not proceed to Bussoral, 
T understand that instructions have been sent to the Ottoman Embassy in London 
to make representations in this sense. 
Your Lordship will see from the accompanying paraphrases of telegrams from 
Mr. Consul Wratislaw that he is pursuing his inquiries as to the authority or persons 
responsible for the late filibustering expedition against Koweit, and pending the result 
of his investigation, I do not propose to return any answer to Towfik Pasha's 
message, particularly as the Ottoman Embassy has, doubtless, already communicated 
With your Lordship on the subject, 
T have, &e. 


(Signed) 'N. R, O'CONOR. 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 189. 


Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. GL) 
(Telegraphic) P. Bussorah, September 11, 1902. 
PRIVATE information contiuues to reach me tending to confirm Yusuf-ben- 
guilt, but it is all given in confidence, and no one is willing to come forward 
oMicially. ‘Neither the Vali nor any one else has suggested an alternative 
explanation. I have some hope that proof of his complicity may come from 
Mohammerah. It is very desirable in the interests of pence that guilt may be brought 
home to hit so that he might be expelled from this country. 
‘The “Lapwing” returns shortly from Fao, whither ‘she lus gone to meet the 
Senior Nayal Officer. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 189. 


Consul Wratistaw to Sir N. O' Conor. 
(No. 63.) 
(felegraphic.) P. Bussorak, September 15, 1902, 

T BELIEVE that the following information which has reached me regarding the 
abortive expedition agninst Koweit ix reliable. It consisted of about sixty Arabs of 
the Sheriffat tribe, and probably some local people, and was led by Khalid, nephew of 
the Sheikh of Koweit ‘hey were paid by Yusuf, and started from Dora at the 
invitation of the suspected persons in Koweit. ‘They had expected to fini the Sheikh 
absent, and on finding him at Koweit and the town propared they abandoned the 
ceniterprise. 

‘The men arrested hy tho Sheikh of Mohammorah belong to the Sheriffat tribe. I 
hear also thné there are two wounded men in a village on the Turkish side. 





No. 100, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lonsdoune.—(Received September 23.) 


(No. 408,) 
My Lord, Constantinople, September 19, 1902, 
WITH reference to my immediately preceding dexpateh, I have the honour to 
namit herewith tv your Lordship paraphmase of a further tolegram from His Majesty's 
wal at Bussorab, reporting an interview with the Vali regarding the question of the 
hortive expedition against Koweit und the prosence of 
in Bassorah waters. 
Thave, a, 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 


Inelosure in No. 190, 


Consul Wratislaw to Sir N, O'Coner. 

(No. 63.) 
(Tologeaphic.) P. Bussorah, Seplember 18, 130 

THE Commander of His Majesty's ship “Lapwing” and myself yesterday paid a 
visit to the Vali and tequested that the result of his inquiry might be ‘made 
known to us 

He said that, in spite of his great efforts, no particular result had as yet been 
effected by the inquiry ; he awaited the communication by the Sheikh of Mohammerah 
of any evidence which might have been obtained from the latter's prisoners 

sunpeet he was quite aware when he said this that the prisoners had ne yet made 

no confession, 3 

He does not deny that the fuct of the disappearance of Khalid, nephew of the 
Sheikh of Koweit, ix Kiovn toita nd in general oome much let anaived fies lation 
but is practically making no efforts to bring to justice the guilty parties. 

He gave me to understand that until instructions were received from Constanti~ 
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nople to abandon the judicial inquiry and to adopt forcible and arbitrary measures, 
Matters would continue thus. 
the part of the 


of the Interior, 
4s to reason of the eruiser’s presence in these waters, ap Is conduct. 
My reply was that she was there till further orders for 





No. 191. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received September 24) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lonl George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
letter from tie Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 4th September, relative to Koweit 
affairs. 

India Office, September 23, 1902. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 191. 
Lieutenunt-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Confidential. Bushire, August 16, 1902. 

T HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, 
4 copy of a letter, dated the =nd instant, which T have received from Sheikh Mubarak 
of Koweit, reganting a fight which his men had with some of Ibn Rashid’s followers 
at a place ealled Subahiyeh, a ten-hours’ journey from Koweit. 


+» Tnelosure 2 in No. 191, 
Sheikh Mubarak-bineSabah to Lieutenant-Colonel Kembalt. 


({ronslation.) . 

(After campliments.) 7 
1 HA 

watering. 

object of 

headed by some of his relatives—viz 

Acesh, On the 19th Rabi-el-Thani (25th July, 1902), these men attacked my men, 

and « fight took place between them, with the result that the chief men of the 

Shunimar tribe and relations of Thn Rashid—viz,, Kurdi, Hamed, Tbn Accsh—were 

killed, and the others were defeated and driven away. Many men of the Shummar 

ribo and many camels were also killed and wounded. I am communicating this for 

‘our information. 


No. 192. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received September 25.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Scerefary of State for Foreigu Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram. 
to the Viceroy, dated the 22nd instant, relative to Koweit affairs. 


India Office, September 24, 1902. 











is 


Inclosure in No. 192, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) YP. India Office, September 22, 1902. 

IN view of probability, as reported by His Britannic’ Majesty's Consul at 
Bussorah, of a renewal of hositilities between Abdul Aziz-bin-Saoud and Ibn Raschid, 
it is desirable that Sheikh of Koweit should be warned not to encourage any action 
likely to bring. him into difficulties with Nejd or with ‘Turkish authorities. Please 
instruct Kemball accordingly. 





No. 193. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 26.) 


Sir, India Office, September 2%, 190: 

TAM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
the 18th instant regarding tho capture of two armod dhows by Lis Majesty's ship 
“Lapwing,” and to inform you, in roply, that his Lonlship concurs in Lord 
Lansdowne's proposal to approve the attitude adopted by Sir N.O'Conor in the matter, 
and to recommend to the Admiralty that the enptured dhows should be sold for the 
bonefit of the family of the deceased British seaman and of the other seamen wounded 
on the occasion, provide! no claim to the dhows is made by the Pe 
ment, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE 





Admiralty to Foreign Office (Received September 26.) 


(Confidential) 
Sir, Admiralty, September %, 1902, 

WITH reference to your letters of the 15th and 18th instant, 1 am commanded 

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the 
ry of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram dated the 19th instant from 
Admiralty to the Commandor-i East Indies, and of the latter's reply, dated the 
24th instant, rexpecting the disposition of His esty’s ships in the Persian Gulf and 
‘the Shatt-el-Arab, 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 
Inclosure 1 in No. 104. 
Admiralty to Rear-Admiral Bosanquet. 
(Telegraphic) Admiralty, September 19, 1902. 

YOUR Nos. 13 and 16. 

‘Turkish Government deny report that Sheikh Yussuf Ibrabim has any intention 
of organizing attack on Koweit, and are apprehensive that three of His Majesty's 
ships may be sent to Bussorah, whieh they state would have unfortunate effect on the 
Population. Foreign Office asks proposed disposition of “Cossack” and * Redbreast,” 
Report ty telegraph accordingly, and if either has been in ShattelArab; also where 
ia “Sphin™ 


uz 
Inclosure 2 in No. 194. 
Kear-Adiiral Bosanguet to Admiralty. 
(Telegraphic) ‘Trincomalee, September 24, 1902. 

YOUR No. 36. 

“Cossack” left Bushire for Bahrein Island 23rd. September q 
leaves Koweit shortly for Bushire, returning to Shatt-cl-Arab to assist “Lapwin: 
Suppressing piracy during the date season. { have given directions that as soon 

Redbreast" can be spared from this suty she is to cruise in Persian Gulf for 
Suppression of Slave Trade, Only “Lapwing” reported to have been in Shatt-cl- 
Arab. “Sphinx” arrived at Bombay 10th September to receive new boiler. 





No, 105 
‘The Maryuess of Lanxdorne to Sir N. O'Conor. 


Foreign Office, September 26, 191 

I HAVE received your Excellency’ despatch No, 407 of the 17th’ instant, 
relative to the complaint of the Vali of Busworah that His Majesty's Consul at that 
Place had brought unsubstantiated charges against Yusuf Ibu Thrahin, of intriguing 
tgninst the Sheikh of Koweit, and that three British ships of war were on their way 
to Bussorab. 

I have already transmitted to you copies of a note from the Turkish Changs 
Affaires and correspondence with the Admiralty in regard to these complaints, 

[ approve your proposal to viefer replying to the message which you received from 
the Turkinh Minister for Foreign Affuins on tho subject. 

Tam, &, 


(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No. 196. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor, 
(No, 296.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 27, 1902, 

1 COMMUNICATED to the Secretary of State for India your Excellency’s 
despatch No. 394 of the 9th instant, relative to the recent capture of Arab dhows by 
His Mojesty’s ship “ Lapwing.” 

Your attitude in regard to this matter is approved by His Majesty's Government, 


I transmit to you herewith copies of correspondence with the India Office and the 
Admiralty on the Subject of your suggestion for the disposal of the dhows* 
Tam, e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No. 197. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 
Sir, 


x Foreign Office, September 27, 1902. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 25th instant, T am the Marquess 
of Lansdo transmit to you a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Ambassador 
34 Constantinople in regard to the recent capture of Arab dhiows by His Majesty's ship 
pees 

"Copies of correspondence. with the India Offce relative'to' Git N, C'Gonds’s 
suggestion that the dhows should be sold by public auction and. the prooeeda be given 
to the family of the British sailor who was killed and to the wounded sailors sre 


also inclosed:+ 


ity atlas + So 17s, $ Non 186 
1513] 
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Lord Lansdowne desires to recommend for the consideration of the Lords Com= 
missioners that, unless some claim to the dhows he raised by the Persian Government, 
in whose territory they were captured, they should be dealt with in the manner 
suggested by Sir N. O’Conor. 





Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor—(Received at the Foreign Office, September 29.) 
(No. 46. Confidential.) 
Sir, Bussorah, August 26, 1902. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 20 of the 13th June last, I have the honour. 
to report that Abdul Axiz, Agent of the Sheikh of Koweit, has been condenmned by the 
Criminal Court of Bussorab to ten years’ imprisonment in a fortress. ‘The charge 
against him was that he committed treason by ordering and receiving the sedition: 
Arahie newspaper, afut,” published in Lond: he also carried on a 
reasonable correspondenee with the editor, thereby penalties laid down 

of tho Criminal Law, which fixes the punishment for such an offence at 
from three to fiftoon years’ impriscnment in a fortress. 

‘The Agont offered practically no defence to tho charge beyond asserting that he 
acted under instractions from his. pri facts were, indeed, clearly 
proved by letters addressed to him by rok, telling him to arder the paper, and by 
the editor acknowledging receipt of his subseription, "The latter further exhorted hire 
to push the male of the *Khilnfat" amongst his friends, a point whioh probably told 
considembly against him, 

Another lettor from Mubarok was read in Court, in which the Shoikh of Koweit 
instructed his Agent to apply to the British Consulate in ease ho had any difficalty 
with the Turkish authorities, Asked by the prosiding Judge whether he had acted on 
these instructions, Abdul Axiz assorted that he had not done so. Another 
letter, but ono evidently from Mubarek, forwarded a letter to the Vali concerning 
Fight to Umkast, tho answer to which the Agent was told to show the British Consul. 

‘This letter also stated that the British Ambassador was kept coustantly informed 
gi.what was going on, and that threo or four British men-of-war continually protested 
Koweit, 

Another lottor from the editor of which the Vali told me, but which was not 
produced in Court, contained a warm invitation to Mubarck to attend His Majesty's 
oronation, 

Considering that Abdnl Aziz throughout was acting solely on behalf of Mubarek, 
the sentenco cortainly seems extremoly severe, He has addressed an appeal for merey 
to the Sultan (this was dispatehed, I believe, before the trial), and the latter haw 
ordered the papers to. be forwanted to Constantinople. ‘The Vali replial that the 
dossier was alrendy being sent to, the Court of Cassation for revision in the ordinary 
course. 

‘The conduct of Abdul Aziz in keeping such compromising documents ax were 
produced in Court seems almost incomprehensible. Indeed, the Vali informed me 
that proviously hie had a high opinion of Mubarck’s intellect, but that he now con- 
sidered that a man who could keep such » fool for his agent must not be very bright 
himself. 

T have, te. 
(Signed) A.C, WRATISLAW. 





No. 199, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdorene.—( Received September 29.) 
(No. 414, Confidential.) 
Lord, 


A Hi Theropia, September 21, 1902. 
IN his despatch No. 368 of the 11th ultimo, Mr. de Bunsen forwarded a copy of 
4 despatch from Mr. Consul Wratislaw, reporting the appointment of Seyid Thaib 
Pasha as Mutessarif of Hassa, and the dispatch of reinforcements for that district in 
connection with the disturbances which had recently occurred there. 
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T now have the honour to forward copy of a further despatch from Mr. Wratislaw- 
reporting the cessation of the disturbances in the Sanjak of Hassa and the consequent 
safe arrival of the reinforcements. Mr, Wratislaw’s despatch contains also further 
details regarding the appointment of the new Mutessarif, 

- Thave, &o. 
(Signed) N. BR, O'CONOR, 


Inclosure in No, 199, 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N, O'Conor. 


Ne ia). 
gf Pacer Bussorah, August 15, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 33 of the rd ultimo, I have the honour to 
report that Seyid Thalib Pasha, the newly-appointed Mutessarif of Hnssa, arrived hore 
Ieforinight ego,and is daily cxpoctod © leave fae his ports, Bor Wy conveyance he 
has chartered Mahsousse's ste “ Adana,” which bas been at Bussorah since her 

urn from taking reinforeements to Kati. 2 
ET hate been fitarmash, bal wthoct boing ede Bch nformation, that. Ibm 
Resohid was to a considerttile «: ital in obtai ‘halib Pasha’s appoint 
ment, ad thot the Tater ill actin his interests and against the Saoud family who 

ve recently established themselves in Riadh, 
eee that tha Val Ones aot thew this appointment, on which he was consulted, 
with ony favour, os the unserapulous and venal ebaracter of the new Matessarif. is 
well known to his Excellency, as, indeed, to every one else in those regions, 

‘Tho recent insurreeti the simple expedient of 

ssing a wet sponge 0 ent of the attack on 
Ths caravan, and odering a free pardon to all coursed, 40 the rlaforcamonte reached 
In ithout difficulty. 

2 eee 
intimate friend ho once was, ‘There is some talk, however, of his calling at Kowoit om 

his way down the coast with a view to a reconciliation, 
° T have, &. 
(Signed) A. ©. WRATISLAW. 





No, 200. 


Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor.— (Received at Foreign Office, September 20.) 


a") Bustorah, August 20, 1902. 

T HAVE the honour to report that tho partisans of Tha Reshid at Zobeir have: 
raided and captured a large number of camels, sai 800, from tribes under the 
protection of Mubarak of Koweit, 

Raids of this sort arc not unusual occurrences, but there scems at the present 
time to be s tondeney to profit by the presonce of the Turkish garrison at Sefvan in 
omer to rob from Mubarak’s men without much fear of retaliation. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) "A, C. WRATISLAW. 





No. 201. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 29.) 


E Under-Secretary of State for India presents his complimtents to the Under 
ee. eae for Foreign Affairs, and, ty alvection of Lard George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in 
8 letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 28th August, relative to the 
arrest at Busorah of the Agent of the Sheikh of Koweit. 


India Office, September 27, 1902, 
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Inclosure in No. 201. 
Consul Wratistaw to Government of India, 
(Telegraphic.) Bussorah, August 22, 1902. 


GENT of the Sheikh of Koweit was sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment in a 
fort yesterday. 





Ne. 202 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received Qetober .) 


(No, 420.) 
My Lord, Therapia, September 26, 190 

I HAVE the honour, with reference te my despateh No. 408 of the 19th in a 
to inclose herewith to your Lordship » telegram which I have received from the British 
Consul at Bussorah, in’ connection with the recent filibustering or piratieal attack against 
Koweit, which was #0 aucoowsfully frustrated by the energetic action of the Commander 
of tho " Lapwing” and watehfulnons of the British Consul, 

T have, & 
Signed) R. O'CONOR 


Taclowure 1 in No. 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 


xernphic.) Bussorah, September 23, 1902. 
SENIOR Naval Ofticer has forwarded «worn depositions taken at 
hhoruble) merchants who were nt Dora when the expedition started, and 
Yusuf seeing it off, ne well os several persons including a nephew of 
Shicikh ot Koweit and the owner of dhow (1). Also depositions of persons who 
identified dhow ax belonging to Yusuf Under presont cireumstancos i is in my 
opinion useless to submit thix evidence to Vali, who is doing all in bix power to stifle 
inquiry. If His Majesty's Government desire that the truth should be brought to 
light, Vali should be saperseded. It ix undesirable to let murder of British bl 
Jackets go unpunished, and Koweit will be constantly exposed to rink from such 
attacks unless we insist on Yusuf and nephews being removed from the district 
Pleano lot me have instructions. Sheikh of Rictaccarst seers to have been got at. 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 202. 
Sir N. O'Coner to Consul Wratinlow. 


Therapia, September 26, 1902, 


(Telegraphic) 


YOUR tolegram No. 64. 

Tinay urge Ottoman Government to at once remove Yusuf and Sheikh’s nephows 
in order to avoid more serious demands. 

1 fear it will be difficult to bring home charges sufficiently substantial to warrant 
demand for Vali's dismissal, and I cannot move in the matter without sesing the 
deponitions and full evidence and laying the case betoro His Majesty's Government. 


No, 208. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received October 2 
(No. 99) 
(Telographic.) _P. Constantinople, October 1, 1902. 


WITH ‘reference to my despatch No. 420 ing the abortive attempt to 
attack Koweit, I have reecived from Mr. Consul Wratislaw a telegram in whicl 


ier 


reports that it is considered essential by the Vali that the witnesses should come to 
Bussorah to give their depesitions. His Excelleney promises to allow them to depart 
freely afterwards. 

Mr. Wrotsiaw thinks that if we give & guaranteo that they willbe allowed to 
depart the Sheikh of Mohammerah can be induced to send them, and he asks whether 
he can give such a guarantee. 

T propose, with your Lordship's approval, to authorize Mr. Wratislaw to give the 
necessary guarantee if the Vali gives a written undertaking to let the men go freo after 
their depositions are taken. 





No. 204. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 102.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 5, 1902. 
‘THE proposal in your telegram No. $9 of the 2nd instant is approved. 





205. 


Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor—(Received at the Foreign Office October 6.) 


(No. 50.) 
Bussoruh, September 6, 1902. 

WITIL reference to my despatch No. 47 of the 29th August, I have the honour 
to report that Khalid-cl-Own, Yussonf-el-Ibrahim, and Mubarek’s nephews scom 
inclined to continue their deprodations on Koweit property, making Zobéir their base, 
‘A rumour was circulated some days ago that they were about to raid Sobieh, or the 
Sheikh’s property at Fao, and the Vali’s attention was drawn to it by Jabor-el-Sabah, 
Mubarek’s brother, who is in charge of the Fao date gardens. I Vali tells me that 
he at once dispatched the Tabour Aghassi to Zobéir to make inquiries, and, at the 
same time, he gave orders that a company of soldiers should be held in readiness to 
march there if necessary. ‘The Tabour however, reported that there was no 
need of military intervention, and the Vali appears to think that the rumour referred 
to was unfounded. ‘ 

‘An attack on Fao, where there is a ‘Turkish garrison, seems to me to be very 
unlikely, but there is no reason why Mubarek’s enemies should ceaso their attacks on 
the outlying ocks and herds of Koweit so long as they ean do so with impunity from 
the shelter of the Turkish lines. 

T have, &. 
(Signed) "A. C. WRATISLAW, 





No. 206. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdoune.—(Received October 6.) 


(No. 429. Deeypher. 
ay ‘Lond, mee! Therapia, October 1, 1902. 


WITH reference to my despatch No 420 of the 26th September and to my 
telegram of to-day, I have the honour to send herewith full text of telegram received 
this morning from His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) N. R, O'CONOK. 
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Inclosare in No. 206. 


Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 65.) 

(Telegraphic.) Bussorah, September 30, 1902. 
YOUR telegram of the 27th September. I did not mean to suggest that’ the 
should be dismissed, but superseded, in the conduct of inqui He is not bad, as Valis 
go. T handed him a translation of deposition to-day, which he passed on to the Public 
Prosecutor. Vali said essential that these witnesses should come to Bussorab, and he 
promised that they should be allowed to depart freely after deposing. I think that 
heikh could be induced to send them if this is guaranteed by us. May I offer 
sruarantee? Vali agreed that the dieappearnoce of Sheikh’s two nephews ever since 
the occurrence is suspicions; and he no longer affects to make light of Br a trade, 

though doing nothing farther than inquire. 





Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received October 7.) 


Confidential.) 
Sir, Ailmiralty, October b, 1902, 

TITAVE Inid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of the 
27th ultimo, in which the recommendation ix mado that unless some claim to the 
dhows, recently captured by His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing" in the Persian Gulf, ix 
raised by the Persian Government, they should be sold by public auction, and the 
proceeds given to the family of the Hritish sailor who was killed and to the sailors 
wounded in the eugagement with the dho 

Tn reply, ny Lords dosiro me to. represer Lori Lansdowne’s consideration, 
that if, ns appears probable, the dhows in question ean properly be roganded as piratical 
vessels, it would appear that the procedure laid down in the Act 13 & 14 Vict, 
©, 26, should be followed in regard to their disposal. 

Tam, &o, 
(Signed) RVAN MACGREGOR. 


No. 208. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 11.) 


Sir, Inia Office, October 10, 1902. 

LAM directed by Lord George Hamilton to inclose, for Lord Lansdowne's 
information, a copy of & telegram from the Governor-Goneral, dated the Srd instant, 
roporting a request from Sheikh Mubarak of Koweit for a gift of two or three guns to 
protec: Koweit against a land attack, 

Lord George Hamilton proposes, with Lord Lansdowne's concurrence, to approve 
the reply which the Government of India propose to return to the Sheikh's request, 
provided it is made clear that by “* Koweit district" is meant the district adjoining or 
close to the bay of that name, sa mentioned in Lond Lansdowne’s Memorandum of the 
21st March last. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


z Inclesure in No. 208, 
Government of India to Lord George Hamilton. 


(Welegraphie,) October 3, 1902. 

‘YOUR telegram of the 28nd September, Kemball has been instructed. to warn 
Mubarak acconlingly. | Writing on te 6th September, he ncloses eter from Mubarak 
asking for gift of two or three guns, presumably to be placed at Jehara for protection 
of Koweit against laud attack (see Captain Field's letter of the 28th September inclosed 
with Secretary's letter of the 21st November, 1901). Ibn Kaschid isstated by Mubarak 
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to have with him a gun presented by Turks ; according to Babrein reports, he hax 
five guns. The answer to Mubarak should, I presume, be that his request ennnot be 
granted, but that His Majesty's Government undertake to defend Koweit district, 
Provided that he complies with injunction conveyed to him in ascordance with your 
telegram of the 4th December, 1901 (see Lord Lansdowne's Memorandum of the 
21st March, 1992). Ts this course approved, and have you any further directions ? 
Please telegraph reply. 





No. 209. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 18, 1902. 

_ _ L HAVE iid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 10th instant, 
inclosing a telegram from the Viceroy of Indin on the subject of a request from the 
Sheikh Mubarak for a gift of two or three guns for the protection of Koweit against a 
land attack. 

Lord Lansdowne concurs in the proposal of the Secretary of State for India t 
approve the reply which the Viceroy proposes to return to the Sheikh’s request, 
Provided that the “ Koweit district" is clearly defined as the district adjoining or 
close to the bay of that name. 

Lam, &, 
(Signed) ‘T. H. SANDERSON. 





No. 210. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, October 14, 1902. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 2th September last. relative to the disposal 
of the dhows captured by His Majesty's ship “Lapwing,” I am directed by” the 
Marquess of ‘Lansdowne to transmit to you, t0 bo laid before the Seeretary of Stale for 
India, the accompanying copy of a letter from the Admiralty,® suggesting that in this 
case the procedure Jaid down in Article 18 and 14 Viet., ©. 20, should be followed. 
Lord Lansdowne proposes, if Lord George Hamilton soes no objection, to concur 
in this suggestion. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) T. IL. SANDERSON. 





No. 211. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lanvdowne.—(Received October 15.) 


(No. 445, 
My Lond) Constantinople, October 10, 1902. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 420 of the Ist instant, I have the honowe 
to transmit herewith paraphrase of a telegram from Mx. Wratislaw reporting steps 
taken to obtain evidence in the approaching trial of the Koweit raiders, 
T have, &, 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 
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Tnelosure in No. 211. 


Consul Wratislow to Sir N. O°Conor. 
Ko. 00) 
telegraphic.) Bussorah, October 9, 1 
KOWEIT raid. With reference to your Excellency’s telegram of the 6th pad 
The Vali has written to me that after Kowoit witnesses have made their depositions 
they will be allowed to return home, and T have asked the Resident at Bushire, by 
telegraph, to endeavour to arrange with Mubarek for their passage in a man-of-war at 
nee, 





No. 212, 
India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received October 16.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his complime 
. : ts to the Und 
Becretury of Stat for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Tor era Hamilton, 
forwards Lerewith, for the information of tho Secretary af, State, copy of inclosure in 
a le ged the Foreign Socretary, Simla, dated the 25th September, relative to 
India Office, October 14, 1902. 
ta 


Inclosure in No. 212. 
‘The Foreign Secretary, Simla, to Lieutenant-Colonel Kenball, Shiraz, 


{Telegraphie.) 

graph September 24, 1902. 
ee Ook ier of the Sth August. Secretary of State desires that Mubarek should 
¢ warned against encouragin, ion likely to i im in difficulties wi 
Noflen Takei amcourging any action likely to involve him in dificuties with 





No, 213. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received October 17.) 


Sir, 5, 2 

WITH reference to. former corres} acl by my Lane Ce 
issionars of ‘the Adtirslty to forward herewith, for the information ef these stent 
State, copy of a letter, dated the 7th ultimo, from the Commanding Officer of Hi 
Majesty's ship “Lapwing,” reporting his proceedings at Koweit, and the eapture of two 


dhiows, 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 213. 
Liewtenant-Commander Armstrong to Admiralty. 


Sir, ” 
, A neing,” at Bussorak, September 7, 190 
__ 1 HAVE the honour to report that {received information from ‘Me. Tove, 
‘Telegraph Superintendent, at Fao, at about noon on the Sed instant, that Yussuf-bine 
Brabitn had organized a sorprise attack on Koweit fur that night with two dhows supposed 
{o contain 200 armed men, in conjunction with some land forces. 
2 1 got under weigh as soon as possible, and just managed to a 
falling tide ad proceeded to Kowet Mieke ene eee Oia 
_ d+ Larrived and anchored there about 11 r.xt. and at ton shore to w 
oe Legere! ed the whole town in arms, he aving | ad ipearions information of 
intended attack, and two suspicious-looking dhows i 
ee gp e arcgcneetiae d hows had been reported off Failaka 
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4. No attack took place; they probably had warning that Koweit was prepared for 
them, 50, in. the moring I took one of Sheikh Moubarak’s men on board, who said he 
Knew Bin Brahim’s dhows, and skirted the banks round Pailaka and Bubiyan Islands, 
and although we spoke several dhows, I could not get any reliable information. 

5, Lanchored that evening off the banks at the entrance to the Khor Abdalab, about 
south-south-cast miles from Fao Point, the 5th, T-sent armed boats 
to board all dhows in the vicinity, hoping to pick up news of the attacking dhows, or of 
any pirates that might be about, as this is a place where several piracies are said to have 
taken place. , 

6. At about § Ast. my cutter being about 3 miles north-east of the shi 
for assistance. 1 manned apd armed all boots, closed her, and then procecded to chi 
dhows who had refused to stop wheo hailed, and hed threatened to fire on the cutter; they 
were both full of armed men and were flying no flag. As at that time they were at least 
6 miles from any land, { considered th i 

7. 1 chased th 
the river towards Fao, but secing that I was fast gaining on them they bore away for the 
Persian shore, and before I could come up with them they beached their dhows and got 
out through the mud on to dry land. I could then see that there were considerably over 
100 men, probably about 160, and all armed with rifles. 

8. Before | could stop them my boats grounded on mud so soft that we sank up to 

when we got ont to float t ie y 
ig very flood tide running from 2 to knots setting us over the mud 
we shore where there were several shallow creeks. 

9. The Arabs had in the meantime got on dry land and lying down in the long grass 

‘opened fire on us ut close mange. We got the boats into deeper water, being covered by 
the fire from the cutter and steam-cutter who bad got aground further out; the Arabs 
then retreated, and stopped firing, but still covered tho landing, and seeing that it was 
ito impossible to fand avd attack them through the very soft mud got my boats into 
Acper water. I bad one wits Killed, Jatues Joseph Daly, A.By OWN. 138238, and 
two slightly wounded: Albert Freemantle, A.B., O.N. 201070; Alfred Rice, 8.B.A., 
OWN, 350534; Freemantle in the right hand and back, and Rice very slightly in tho 
hand, ‘Those men were all in the gig with me, a very heavy fire being concentrated upon 
us, scvern! bullets coing through the boat and through other mon’s clothing, &e, Several 
‘of tho Arabs were seen to fall—=I estimated their Joss about six killed, 

10. I then, with considerable difficulty, got the dhows afloat and partly sailed and 
partly towed them towards the ship channel. 

11. The ship in tho meantime got ander weigh and camo round to the bar and op 
the river ws sou as the tide suited. T'met her at the inner bar buoy at about 1°30 v.t,, 
‘and we towed the dhows up tw Fo. 

12. T have communicated with tho Turkish authorities, the dhows having been 
recognized at cominz from Dara on the Turkish side of the river, the place where the 
expedition to attack Kowelt was reported to have started from. 

13, I would like to mention that no firing took place untit the Arabs opened fire oft 
the, when we replied to them; they opened fire very suddenly, wnd poured a very heavy 
fire into the gig and whaler at about 100 to 200 yards, nnd then retreated inland, keeping 
under cover in the lon 

14. The dhows were found to contain a qhantity of Martini amninition and some 
articles of clothing and small gear, and also cach dhow had « large sealing Indder, 
evidently meant for getting on to the house-tops in Koweit, 

15. L would like to recommend Sub-Lieutenant Wm. B, Rowbotham for the able 
‘way in which he covered me in the gig and whaler from the cutter. Also gunner 
who also did well in the steam-cutter. All the seamen behaved most excellently 
fire, and T have nothing bat praise for them, but | would specially like to recommend the 
following for their gallantry = 

James Joseph Daly, A.B., O.N. 138288 (who was killed). 
‘Tames Dallaway, ., ON. 174718. 

Wm, H. Roberts, A.B., O.N. 204257. 

Alfred Hice, S.B.A., O.N. 350534, 

Albert Freemantle, A.B., O.N. 201070. 

Win. T. Bray, A.B., O.N. 191406. 

Syl. H. Veale, A.B., O.N. 204008. 

Wilfred Wesson, A.B., O.N. 201133. 


‘The first three most strongly. 
18) 
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16. As Tam in quarantine on the Turkish side, they would not allow me to bury 
James Daly at Fao, 20 1 proceeded to Mohammerah next morning, the 6th, for that 
Purpose, and have also informed the Sheikh and Vice-Consul there of the whole case. 

11. This morning I proceeded! here, and am in communication with the Consul. 

18. The Consul here agrees with me that this incident will pat a stop t0, or at any 
rate considerably check, all piracy at the mouth of the river for some time to come. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. G. ARMSTRONG. 





No. 214, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 17.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secrotary of State for Poreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lonl George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 14th instant, relative to the defence of Koweit. 


Indin Office, October 18, 1902, 


Inclomure in No, 214, 
Lord G, Mamitton to Goeernment of India. 


(Telegraphic) P, India Office, October 14, 1902. 

FROVIDED Kowoit district in clearly defined as that sdjoining or close to 
Kowelt Bay, Fapprove the reply about the gaux which you propose to make in your 
telegram of the Srd instant, 





No. 215. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 20.) 


Sir, India Office, October 17, 1902, 

1AM dirvoted by Lord George Hamilton to inclose herewith, for Lord Lans 
downe's consideration, 8 copy of a telegram from the Governor-General on the subject 
of complaints made by the Sheikh of Koweit as to the constant annoyances to which 
he in subjected by ‘Turkish subjects, 

Lor George Hamilton iy aware that a representation on this subject was made to 
the Grand Visier by Sir.N. O’Conor on the 25th March last, which bas, so far, led to no 
improvement in the position, and he is inclined to think that the only effective way 
of stopping these raids is by action such as that recently taken by His Majesty’s ship 
“Lapwing.” In the meantime, a remonstrance such as that proposed by the 
Governor-General would strengthen our position if it were not attended to, 

Lam, &e. 
jgued) ‘A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 215, 
Gocernment of India (o Lord G. Hamilton, 
October 8, 1902, 


{Tolegraphic) 2. 
‘HELKH of Koweit in letters, forwarded by Resident in Persian Gulf, 


ground for protesting strongly, and demanding that 
‘shou ‘measures to prevent’ further attempts which might induce serious 
complications. 
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No. 216, 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N, O' Conor, 


Foreign Office, October 22, 1902. 
IN my immediately preceding telegram I repeated to you a telegram from the 
Viceroy of India of the Sth instant relative to the proceedings of Yusuf-el-Tbrahim in 
regard to Koweit. 
As since the date of the representations reported in your despatch No, 144 of the 
25th March the situation does not appear to have improved, you should now make the 
further remonstrance suggested by the Viceroy. 





No. 217. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received October 28.) 


(No. 107.) 
(Telegraphic. P. Constantinople, October 23, 1902. 
VICEROY of Indin's telegram of the Sth October, repented in your Lordship's 
telegram No. 117 of the 22nd ultimo and your telegram No. 118 of the samo date, 
relative to contemplated raid on Koweit thwarted by His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing.” 
T have.airendy called attention of Porte to the matter, Evidence is now being 
collected in proof of participation of Sheikh's nephews and Yusuf-bin-Ibrabim, and T 
am waiting results of the inquiry before deciding as to expediency of demanding the 
expulsion of those individuals from Bussorah. Satisfaction for killed and wounded 
sailors may possibly also be demanded. 
Majesty's Consul at Bussorah inquires whether Turkish Magistrate may take 
a board the “ Lapwing ” the evidence of the witnesses brought by her from Koweit. 
If your Lordship considers this open to objection, Mr. Wratislaw proposes that. he and 
thé Commander should eseort the witnosses from the ship to the Court and back. 
If your Lordships instructions could be telegraphed direct to Bussorah much 
timo wold be save 





No, 218, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No, 128) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 24, 1902, 
KOWEIT. I have received your Excellon wsram No. 107 of yestentay. 
You are presumably satisfied that a Turkish Magistrate can, accordiig to 'Narkish 

law, take evidence of witnesses in British territory for uxe in Turkish Law Courts. 

The view of His Majesty's Government in that w British ship of war in ‘Turkish 
territorial waters is entirely outside Turkish jurisdiction, anil that it is merely as» 
matter of courtesy and favour that any action hy the ‘Turkish officinls is permitted 
on board of her. 

If these conditions are clearly understood, Tis Majesty's Government would not 
‘object to evidence being taken by the Turkish authorities on board His Majesty's ship, 
“Lapwing;" but the more convenient course would certainly be that the witnesses 
should attend the Court under safe conduct, all other precautions for their safety being. 
taken which may be considered expedient, 

His Majesty’s Consul at Bussorah has been informed accordingly by telegraph. 





No. 219, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Consul Weatistav, 


(Telegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, October 24, 1902. 

THAVE today cent the following tologeant to Hi Majeaiy': Master ab 
Constantinople, who repeated to me vour inquiry whether there is any objection to the 
“vidence of witnesses brought from Kowvit being taken on board His sty's ship 
“ Lapwing " by a Turkish Magistrate. 





*# See No, 218. 
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No. 220. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received. October 27.) 


(No. 465.) 
My Lord. Therapia, October 21, 1902. 

WIT reference to my despatch No. 445 of the 10th instant, in which was 
inelosed paraphrase of a telegram, No, 66, from His Majesty’s Consul at Bussorah, 
respectiug the attendance of witnesses from Koweit at the inquiry to be held into the 
recent raid on the Shoikh’s territory, propared by Yussuf-bin-Ibrabim, I have the 
honour to report that I have to-day received a further telegram from Mr. Wratislaw, 
of which the following is a paraphrase -— 

. 67 of the 20th October. So far the Resident has sent me no reply to my 
grain, but the ‘Lapwing’ has heen dispatched to Koweit by the Senior Naval 
Oflicer, "According to the Sheikh the witnesses are not at Koweit, but li ral 
others who can furnish evidence to the same effect, and be has allowed them to 
come to Bussoral, where they arrived yesterday, on the ‘Lapwing,’ but only on the 
express condition that the Commander would not let them out of his sight, "In these 
ciroumstances I propose, with your Exeelloucy's approval, to request the Vali to send 
an Examining Magltrato to take thoir depositions on board His Majesty's ship. 
should be glad if your Excellency would reply by telegraph. 

“ Failing this, the witnesses might be aceompanied to the Court and back to the 
ship by tho Commander, and it would bo woll I think, that T'should go with them 
also. 

I think tho former arrangement would be preferable, but the Vali may raise 
‘objections to both.” 

T should be obliged if your Lordship will inform mo by telegraph what 

insteuetions I should send to Mr, Wratislaw. +4 
have, &e, 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 





No. 221, 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received October 29.) 


Sir, Admiralty, October 24, 1902, 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to forward herewith, 
for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter dated the 19th ultimo, from 
the Commanding Officer of His Majesty's ship * Lapwing,” relative to hie proceedings at 
Bussorah, ond the eaptare of armed dhows. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HL. J. VAN SITTART NEALE. 


Tnolosure in No. 221. 
Liewtenant-Commander Armstrong to Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Lapwing,” at Bussorah, September 19, 1902. 

I HAVE the bonoar to inform you that the Sheikh of Mobammerah has caught 
‘at Minuheo, a village oa the Porsinn side opposite Dura, fiftecn men armed with rithes 
(thros haye since escaped) attempting to cross the river to Dura, the night after my 
‘capture of the dhows. 

2. 1 was present at the examination of some of them on the 14th instant, and although 
they will not admit that they know anythins about the dhows or expedition, the cireum- 
stantial evidence is sufficient to prove that they were of the party. 

3. They are men from « village called Aboal Khasib in Turkish territory, about 
10 miles below Bussorah. I have heard that two Arabs wounded by Lee-Metford bullets 
are at present in this village, 

4. The Wali here at first repudiated the idea of an expedition, and said it was 
4 common case of piracy, and that no expedition could start from his territory without bis 
knowledge; be now appears to be making inquiries from various river villages, but he is 
aking no effective action in the matter, and I am afraid be will not do so unless forced. 


No, 


Inilia Office to Foreign Office (Received October 27.) 


iia Office, October 2%, 1908. 
1 am directed by Lord Ge 

(0 the proposal of the Lands 
disposal of the proceeds of tho val 
of the dhows eaptured by His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing.” 


Be. 
(Signed) ' A. GODLEY. 


Sir, 
IN rply to your letter of the 14th October, 
ton to say that his Lordship sees no objocti¢ 

mmissioners of the Admiralty with regard to th 


Tam, 











5. The Arabs are airaid to give information against Sheikh Yossuf-bin-Ebrahim, who 
is a very powerful man, so it is almost impossible to get direct evidence to give the Wali 
against him, but the cireumstantial evidence, combined with a quantity of information 
obtained secretly, make it quite certain that the expedition was organized by Sheikh 
Yusuf, and left ‘Turkish territory to attack Kow 

hhas inquired officially from the Consul the reason for the Lapwing’ 

ice in these waters, and also an explanation of my recent movements; he states that 

hhas received instructions from Constantioople to do this. I gather from this that there 

is some intention on the part of the Turkish authorities to question the legality of my 
Actions. 

7. On arriving at Mobammerah on the 13th instant, 1 was informed by the Vices 
Consul that the grave of Daly had been violated and the coffin broken open; the Sheikh 
had been communicated with, and had remade the grave, He is trying to find the perpe- 
trators of the outrage, and bas Jevied a tax on all the surrounding villages unless they xive 
information which will lead to the punishment of the culprits. I think this must be only 
case of common robbery, the Arabs being under the impression that jewellery is always 
buried with the Christian dead, 

Lhave, &o. 
(Signed) J. G, ARMSTRONG. 





No. 22: 
Admiralty to Foreign Office. —(Received October 29.) 


(Confidentixl.) 
Sir, Admivaity, October 27, 1902. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissionors of the Admiralty to forward 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter from the 
Commander-in-chiel on the Fast Indios Station, dated the 24th ultiio, relative to 
affairs at Koweit and the capture of two dhows by His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing,” 

Tam, &e. 
J, THOMAS, 
Pro Sec. 


Inclosuro im No. 222, 


Rear-Admiral Drury to Admiralty. 


“ Highflyer," at Trincomalee, September 24, 1902. 
__.| WITH reference to my telegram No. 16, I have the honour to forward, for the 
information of their Lordships, the following paraphrase of a telegram seceived by mo 
at Mauritius on the 15th instant -— 


22 “ Cossack," Bushire, Seplember 14, 1902, 
_ “All is quiet at Koweit. Except for the fact that Arabs are supposed to have been 
raised and dispatched from Turkish territory, no poltial importance attaches to the 
“There is a strong presumption that the affair was entirely organized and carried 
out by Yusef-bin-Ibrahim, who is a rich Arab and an inveterate enemy of the Sheikh 
of Kowcit, and lives 12 miles from Fao at the durah on Bussorah River, but no direct 
‘evidence hias yet been obtained. 
“After committing depredations at Serwan and Soobekal, land force of Arabs 


“No further difficulties are apprehended. ‘Redbreast’ is not required, and, 
‘according to your orders, she to Bushire and Shat-el-Arab. 
“+ Cossack’ is collecting evidence. She remains Koweit till the 16th September, 


‘and then returns to Bushire.” 
I have, &. 
(Signed) CHAS. DRURY, Rear-ddmiral, 





[asis} aL 
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No. 223. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 30, 1902. 

T AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to intone son that he hes som 
municated with the Secretary of State for India in regard to the suggestion made in 
Your letter of the 6th instant, as to the disposal of the dhows recently captured by 
His Majesty's ship “Lapwing " in the Persian Gulf. * 

Lord George Hamilton has informed Lord Lansdowne that he sees no objection 
to the course proposed in your letter, and his Lordship concurs in this view. 

t am, &e. 
(Signed) ‘T. H. SANDERSON. 





No. 224. 


Gonsut Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor-—(Received at the Foreign Office, November 3.) 


(No. 55, Confidential.) 
Sir, a Bussorah, September 30, 1902, 

IN accordance with the desire expressed in your Excelleney's telegram of the 26th 
instant, T have the houour to forward herewith copies of the depositions taken at Koweit 
by the Commander of His Majesty's ship Cossack.” Captain Cartwright states. that 
they were taken down in English through the medium of an interpreter, and then read over 
in Arabic to the witnesses, who attached their seals in the presence of the Kadi of 

cit. 

‘The parrot-like repetitions, which your Excellency will observe in these depositions 
do not necessarily imply collusion or perjury, but I am unable to absolutely guarantee their 
genuineness, T have very little doubt that the expedition started as related by the 
Witnesses, but in this country false evidence i 20 easy to procure, and so little odium is 
attached to the use of it, that the possibility of their having to oblige their Sheikh related 
ta personal experience the account they recived from otbers must always be reckoned 
with, 

Commander Cartwright, however, who was present when the deposit were 
made, and should be best able to judge, does not nbtabig any doubt as to the pag of 
the witnesses. 

Thave already informed your Excellency by telegraph of the course of events since 
the encounter of His Majesty's ship * Lapwing with the two dhows, but there are one or 
two points regarding which further explanation is necessary. 

In my interview with jthe Vali of the 8th instant, reported in telegram No. 59 of 
the ‘Mth instant, [ was much struck by the almost insulting levity with which the Vali 
received my observations. T had already learned from a trustworthy informant that in his 
Presence the Vali had Sed geal a disbelief in Lieutenant-Commander Armstrong’s story, 
which, he insinuated, had been concocted between the latter and Sheikh Mubarek, and 
when finally his Excellency told me that he could not believe that the “Lapwing,” had 
her Commander wished, was unable to catch the dhows by steaming after them instead of 
sending her boats T thought it advisable to inform bis Excelleocy with some warmth tat 
Teould not admit for a moment that discredit should be throwo oa a British officer's 
statement of facts which came under his immediate observation, particularly as I had 
already explai » that the chase bad taken place across mudbanks where a ship of 
the ““Lapwing’s" size could not possibly follow. His Excellency immediately climbed 
down, and hastened to assure me that he liad only meant to say that without corroboration 
he could not accept the Commander's accusation against Yusuf-cl-ibrahim, bat this 
explanation was incorrect. 

Throughout our interview Mustafa Nouri Pasha endeavoured to combat ev 
argument I brought forward, acting more like the advocate of Yusuf-el-Ibrahim than am 
impartial Governor, and he fically informed me that he could take no notice of my 
complaint until it was put into writing. 

Taccordingly wrote him a letter, copy of which is inclosed berewith, and on the 
oth instant reegved his reply, informing me that be was sending « Commision on board 
the “Lapwing” to take evidence. I accompanied the Commission on board, and 
interpreted Lieutenant-Commander Armstrong’s evidence to the Juge @'lastruction, to 
‘whom the seal found in one of the dhows was shown. i‘ 


With regard to this seal, I should state that Iyhad previously caused inquiries to be 
taade concerning the identity of the person whose name it bore, viz, Ahmed-bin- 
Mohammed-cl-Asousi, and bad no difficalty in ascertaining him to be a man in Yusef-el- 
Torahim's confidence, who forms one of the armed bodyguard which accompanies him 
wherever he goes. 

His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Mohammerah heard the same from independent 
sources, but the Vali assures me that he has been unable to learn anything concerning: 
iim except that he is believed to be a resident at Koweit, and that YusuGel-Tbrahim 
denied all knowledge of him. 

Meanwhile, twelve atmed men, who presumably belonged to the crews of the dhows, 
had been arrested in Mohammeruh territory under the circumstances stated in the inclosed 
copy of a Report from Sr. McDouall to His Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at Busbire, 
‘Their accounts of themselves are so full of contradictions as to he evidently false, but they 
have hitherto refused to confess, and T have come to the conclusion, in which I believe His 
Majesty’s Vice-Consol concurs, that the Sheikh purposely avoids extracting the truth 
from them for fear of incurring’ the enmity of the Vali and Yusut-cl-Ibrahim. My own 
private inquiries have come to very little through my informants suddenly failing me when 
it became known that the Vali was protecting Yusuf-el-[brahim. For instatee one Haji 
Thrahim, a leading Arab of the place, who had informed me of the presence of » wounded 
man at Abul-Resib, and of various details connected with the abortive expedition to 
Koeit, was actually sent down the river by the Vali to make private inquities for his 
Excellency. 

T seat my Dragoman to see him while thus engaged, and he gave hin farther 
information ; inter alia, that the wounded man had been removed to Dora, and stated that 
on his retura he would let me know everything, He came back to Bussorah and made 
his report to the Vali, after which I could get nothing out of him except that he knew 
nothing whatever. 

‘There is little to add to my telegram No. 68 of the 18th instant, reporting my call 
‘on the Vali, in company with Licutevant-Commander Armstrong, beyond one remark 
which he made in reply to my explanation of the position of His Majesty's ship 
“Lapwing,” viz, that the fact of the dhows flying no flags refusing to heave-to when 
ordered by a man-of-war, and threatening to fire on ber boats, justified the can-of-war in 
treating them as pirates. His Excellency said, “ Yes; but not when there is a. political 
vide to the quession,” a remark which appears to me to imply that the dhows in question 
‘were engaged in a political mission, i.e., to reinstate the former Sheikh's son in bis father's 
position at Koweit. 

To-day I again called on the Vali with Lieutenant-Commander Armstrong, and 
handed bine Turkish translation of the depositions taken at Koweit.Tnvtend of as 1 
expected, ridiculing their source and form, his Excellency appeared rather impressed by 
‘their contents, and asked why Sheikh Mubarek had not forwarded these statements to him 
before, 

He then called the Assistant Public Prosecutor, and, after consulat informed me 
that for the purposes of the judicial inquiry (to which he had been strictly limited by 
‘orders from Constantinople), the witnesses would have to eoine to Bussorah to give their 
evidence. 

1 replied that the Commander of the “Cossack” had been told at Koweit that they 
were afraid to come. The Vali expressed ye astonishment at this, and said they would 

ly be interrogated, and could leave immediately after. 1 asked if his Excellency would 
me his word that they should not be detained, and he said, “ Yes.” 

Since telegraphing to your Excellency to inquire if I might guarantee to Sheikh 
‘Mobarek that witnesses would retarn to him safe and sound, I have received a letter 
from the Vali informing me that he hax telegraphed to “Sheikh Mubarek Pasha, 
Kaimakatn of Koweit,” asking hia to forward the witnesses. 

By “telegraph ” he probably means that a telegram to Fao will be dispatched thence 
to Koweit by boat, as the wire ends at Fao. 

In the above interview the Vali, in answer to my inquiries, ogain stated that he had 
earned nothing further about the origin of the dhows and their crews, and that he was 
‘still await information from Mohammerah. He stated, however, that the disappearance 
of Mubarek's nephews, Kbalid-bin-Mohammed and Hamoud-bin-Jerrab, since the 
occurrence was a significant fact. 

It is absolutely incredible that a man in the Vali’s position, with the means at his 
disposal, should, after nearly four weeks, have failed to find out every detail concerning 
an incident which is « matter of public notoriety in his district. He has suggested no 
alternative explanation, and [ can only conclude that he knows all about it, and is 
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Wilfally concealing bis information from me, It is obviously discreditable to him that 
such an expedition should have been allowed to quit the Shat-cl-Arab either with or 
without, his knowledge, and he is probably doing all in his power to avoid the 
responsibility being brought home to him. ‘The great local influence of Yusof-el-Ibrahim 
is also an important factor in this conspiracy of silence. 

It would, in my humble opinion, be very regrettable were this inquiry allowed to die 
anatural death, Not oaly would our prestige suffer were it known that British seamen 
could be shot down with impunity, and that we are powerless to panish malefactors whom 
the Turkish authorities choose to protect, but it is greatly to be desired that such an 
‘opportunity should not be allowed to escape of removing the constant menace to Koweit 
Which the presence in this neighbourhood of Yusuf and the nephews of Mubarek entails. 
‘Yusuf is a vindictive Arab with a violent grudge against Mubarek, and kis great wealth 

iakes him very dangerous. ‘The nephews have their father's murders to avenge and theit 
Position to reeover, and so loug as they are here it will be the merest prudence to keep a 
man-of-war constantly stationed at this end of the Gulf for the protection of Mubarek. 
Even this cannot insure n surprise attack being some day pushed bome. 

In conclusion, E venture to draw your Excellency's attention to the value of the 
service rendered by Lieutenant-Commander Armstron: 

Probably it was the promptitude with which he proceeded to Koweit which prevented 
aan attack on the town, but in any case the excellent judgment he showed in taking up a 
position which enabled him to intercept the dhows oa their retura resulted in the Arabs of 
the Shatel-Arab receiving a much-needed lesson. It will certainly be wore difficult ia 

ize semi-piratical expeditions of this sort, and | anticipate that an excellent 
i have been produced on the criminal inhabitants of the river banks who 
indulge in ordinary piracies whenever they seo a safe upportunity. 
T have, Se. 
(Signed) A.C. WRATISLAW, 


Tnoloxure 1 in No, 224, 


Deporitions taken at Koweit. 


fouayah. 


1 WAS at Darah buying dates, &c., on the 2nd September. I then saw armed men 
going Into two dhows to the number of 120 or 190 exch, and T asked the man from whom 
J was buying dates to where they were going, and he informed me Koweit. Among the 
Humber of men were Athi (Mshomet-bin-Sabab’s son), Almed-bin-Jara-bin-Sabah, 
Muntar, Ahmed-bin-Mabomed Asousi.  Yusef-bin-Ibrahiny was present when the boats 
left Dorab, and roturned to Durah after they nd sailed. 

(Arabic seal.) 


Note-—Ahmed-binJara-bin-Sobah is evidently Mubarck's nephow, Hamoud-bi 
Jorrah-bin-Sabah, 


AMli-bin-Sheraf. 


I was in Durab buying dates on the nd Septeriber, and about 7°30 in the evening { 
went to a creck to wash my hands ready for prayers. I saw a lot of armed men going into 
two bouts. I nsked them where they were going to, and they told me Koweit. I saw Yusef. 
Lin-Ibrahim zoing in the dhows to the end of the creck, and when they made sail be 


retumed in lis “ bellum" to his house. 
(Arabie seal.) 


Mahomed-bin-Henat, 


T was at Dorabs buying dates on the 2nd September. saw armed men in two dhows 
asl 


at about 7°30 at night. I asked the people where they were going to,aud I was told Koweit. 


I saw among the armed mea Atbi (Mahomet-bin-Sabah’s’ son), Abmed-bin-Jara-bia 
Sabah, Muntar, Serai, Abmed-bis-Mahomed Asousi. I saw Yusef-bin-Ibrahim present 
algo, and he returned to his house after the boats left. 

(Arabic seal.) 


Ali Bow Kehail. 


1 was at Dorah buying dates on the 2nd September, and Isaw armed men going down 
quickly into two boats about 7°30 7,9f,, coming from Yuse-bin-Ibrabim’s house. T asked 
them where they were going to, aud they told me Koweit. I recognized among the armed 
men Atbi (Mahomed-bin-Sabah’s son), Ahmed-bin-Jarar-bin-Sabab, Muntar, Serai, Ahimed- 
bin- Mahomed-Asousi. Yusef-bin-Lbrabim was present; and when the boats had gone he 


went back to his house. 
(Arabic seal.) 


Abdullah-bin-Torakinn, 


1 was on board the “Lapwing” when she eaptured the two dhows, and I recognized 
both of them as being those which left Durah to attack Koweit.. ‘They arethe property of 
Yasef-bin-Ibrabim. 

(Arabic seal.) 


Hussein-bin-Massoud. 


T have seen the boats which the Lapwing " has captured, and they both belong to 


Yosefbin-Ibrabim, of Durah. 
(Arabic seal.) 


Abdutlah-bin-Fowdri, 


Thave seen the boats which the “Lapwing” has captured, and they both belong to 
Yosef-bin-Ibrahim, of Dural, 
(Arabio seal.) 


Inclosure 2 in No, 
Consul Wreatislaw to Mustafa Nouri Pasha. 


Sir, Bussorah, September 8, 1902, 

I HAVE the honour to draw your Excellency’s attention to the following 
have been reported to me by the Commander of His Majesty's ship Lapwing," now in 
quarantine at Bussorah. 

‘On the Sed September the Commander received information that Sheikh Yussuf-cl- 
Toraisiey had organized an attack by sea from Dora on Koweit, while his friends were to 
co-operate by land, and the “ Lapwing” accordingly proceeded at noe to Koweit, "There 
he found all the population under arms in readiness to repel su attack, as news bad 
already been received of what was intended, and he wns informed that two suspicious 
looking dhows had been seen that day by Koweit fishermen sear Failaka’ Ishind. 
Accordingly, the “Lapwing” proceeded next day to a convenient position between Fao 
and the entrance to Khor Abdallah, and sent boats to examine all passing dhows. ‘Two 
dhows fall of armed men having refused to stop when ordered to do so, and having 
threatened to fire on the boat which hailed her, tree other boats were lowered, and, with 
the Captain in command, pursued the two dhows. The latter attempted to enter the 
Shat-el-Arab, but were cut off by the boats, and were finally driven on shore at « place 
tetneen the ShatetArab and the Babmeshie River, and the erews,nomberng at lest 

[usig] 3 
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100 men, waded through the mud to land. Concealing themselves in the reeds, they 
suddenly opened a heavy fre on the “ Lapwing's” boats as they approached, killing one 
seaman and slightly wounding two others. The boats fred in return, but owing to the 
pirates being concealed, the Commander is unable to say exactly with what effect, but he 
believes that five or six Arabs fell. Finally the boats were able to bring away the dhows, 
which are now anchored in the Shatt within the ** Lapwing 

Itis unnecessary for me to point out to your Excellency the serious nature of this 
occurrence, in which a seaman of His Majesty’s navy was murdered. Such evidence as is 
available indicates the culpability of Turkish subjects feom Dora and of Yussuf-cl-Ibrahim 
in the matter, and no doubt your Excellency will take immediate and energetic measures 
for a full investigation. 

‘The above information was communicated to your Excellency by me verbally this 
morning. 

Thare, &. 
(Signed) A. C. WRATISLAW. 


Inclosure 3 in No, 224. 
Mustafa Nowri Pasha to Crneul Wratislaw, 


(Translation. August 28 (September 10), 1902. 

"TOU iter ofthe 8h instant was received yesterday at 430.6. As [informed you 
during our interview, with regard to the two “‘cayiks” seized by the waresbip “ Lapwing,” 
and brought here with their gear, as well as the killing of one of the “ Lapwing's” erew, 
‘4s a00n as news of these events was received from the Mudir of Fao, inquiries of 
thorough nature were at once made. In compliance with the request contained in the 
last paragraph of your letter, Kazim Effendi, Chief Commiesaire of Police, and Shukri 
Effendi, Juge d'Instruction, accompanied by Halil Eifendi, dragoman of the vilayct, were 
sent to you in order that they might see. the two “‘cayiks,” the papers. and effects about 
which the Commander of the “Lapwing” made a declaration to the Mudie of Fuo, and 
the seal spoken of by you in our interview, with tho object of pursuing further the 
investigations, and of bringing the facts to light ax soon as possible in conformity with the 
Alapoaitone of the law. It de, reqocsted that you will Kindly get the Commander of the 
Lapwing” to allow these officials on board, and there show them the “ cayiks;” effects, 
and seal, and to give them any information or explanations of a nature to bring the truth 
to light, and to help the investigatious to a conclusion, thereby giving them such assistance 
is he ca. 

Tn the first paragraph of your letter, it is asserted that the Commander of the 
“ Lapwing" bad received news. of x joint ‘attack ou Koweit to be made at sea by a 
company formed by the Sheikh Yusuf-clefbrahim, and on lind by his partisans. In reply, 
I beg to state that it is clear from the contents of the reports furnished by ollicials sent 
‘especially to conduct inquiries that their having been found fn a state of preparedness for 
such an attack on Koweit from the Zobeir direction is quite unsubstantiated, and a mere 
rumour of ordinary “ circumstances " such as ‘sometimes oceur among the tribes 

» ko, 


Tnclowure 4 in No. 224. 


Vice-Consul McDowall to Consul-General Meade. 
(No. 74.) (Undated.) 

IN continuation of my No. 70 of the 19th instant, T have the honour to report that 
his Excellency Sardar Arfa has informed me that he tins iaterrogated Nasir, the man who 
arreited the twelve men suspected of complicity in the attack on His Majesty's ship 
“Lapwing” boats on the St aston 

asir is the head of the Bu Marif section of the Mubaysin and of the Manyahi 
district. His evidence reduced to narrative form from the questions acd answers taken 
down by his Excellency’s clerk iss follows :— 

Abjout two and a:half hours after sunset on the night of the Sth instant, I sent 
Mohamerl-bin-Abdulnabi to tel the fellahs to bring dates to the packing shed. Mohamed, 
‘on leaving the gardens, saw three men and some others ia the grass. He went up to 
them and asked them Who they were: the others then came up, waking ten. 


‘They said, “ We tell you in confidence we want to cross the river and will pay you 
Wibhies te desig wo (ac toectlys Wetaresle ol ring som” 

‘This, and the fact that they were armed, aroused his suspicions, and he brought them 
to the Mudif where I was. I lighted a lamp, and called some of my men and disarmed 
them, finding they could not give a satisactory account of themselves, aud put them under 
‘arrest till morning. 

T then went to the roof of my house to sleep. I heard some people passing below. 
Tealied out, “Who are you?” ‘The man with thom replied, “Two of Bin Brahim's 
men, who want to cross the river." I gave orders toarrest thetm, I have been told that 
som of the arrested men said they had been to Koweit to act in conjunction with Bin 
Brahim's friends there, bnt seeing a man-of-war they were frightened, and had been pursued 
by the man-of-war, and had hed a fight, 

{ heard that Gharib’s wife was weeping because her baby was dead, and this was 
not true. T'now understand that a relative of hers had been killed or wounded. 

‘The three other rifles were brought to me in the moruing from one of'the other 
hauslets of Manyhi. The man who brought them suid that three men had been his 
guests last night, and he was “to have ferried them across the river in the morning. He 
took their rifles, and went to sleep. In the morning they had disappeared, leaving their 
rifles. I sent the men and rifles under guard to Falia.” 

Gharib is the man who was with the two suspects last arrested, Tymer and Juan, 
‘and his wife is a relative of these two men, They stated, when examined, that they put 


‘up at the house of Gharib, 
(Signed) McDOUALL, 





No, 295. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Reecived November 4) 
116.) 


clographia) P. 
& RoWetr mis. 
Following received from His Majesty's Consul at Buasorah to-day 


“Vali categorically refines to allow the Commander of His Majesty's ship to 
Accompany witnesses during exataination on shore, nor will he pormit the Magistrate to 
‘go on board to examine them. He mays the witnoasox are Ottoman subjects, and must 

‘examined alone on shore in the usual manner, and he denies our right to intervene. 
Thavo requested ‘Lapwing: to romain pending any structions which your Excellancy 
may obtain from the Porte for the Vali.” i 


Constantinople, November 3, 1902, 


Lave sent the following in reply — 


“ Besides the delay which would inevitably arise from reference to the Porte, I am 
altogether unwilling to bring the cise before tho Turkish Government at its prgont 
ta 


Does not the Vals written engagnment constitute a sufficient guarantoo? If it 
dows not, there ix no other course that T can see than to take the evidence of witnoseas 
ourselves, without the Turkish authorities. 

"You should take care that no pretentions of the Vali to consider Kowoi 
Ottoman subjects are admitted.” 


No. 226. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lanadowne—(Recrived November 8) 


f¥o.322) - 

Felegrhic) Constantinople, November 8, 1902. 
OWEIT rid, snd Neveobe 

My telegram No. 116 of the 3rd November. 

Following from His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, dated yesterday 

“Thave taken the depositions of the witnesses myself. In my opinion they prove 


conclusively the participation of Yusuf in the expedition. Tam sending copies of thes 
to the Vall and Yam to-day posting translation to your Exadllaney. 
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“I cannot overcome Vali’s obstruction with ny means at. my disposal, and T 
Propose to take no further action until T receive your Excellency’s instreetions’ 


T consider it to be unnecessary to ask the Porte t6 send instructions to the Vali 
overruling his objections, and thus raise question of status of Koweitlis, more especially 
as I think diplomatic pressure for the rem catly justified by 
the depositions taken by the Consul. I therefore propose, subject to your Lordship’s 

pproval, to instruct Mr. Wratislaw to allow wituesses to return to Koweit on bound. 
the “Lapwing,” where they still remain. 





No, 


‘The Marquers of Lansdowne to Sir N. O' Conor. 
(No. 146,) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, November 11, 1903. 
INSTRUCTIONS to His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, proposed in your telegram 
No. 122 of the Sth instant, are approved. r 





No. 228. 
Admiralty to Foreign Ofice—(Received November 13.) 


Sir, Admiralty, November 10, 1902. 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit. here= 
with, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a Report by the Officer 
Commanding His Majesty's ship “Cossack,” relative to the attempted attack on Koneit 
by dhows. 

7 Lam to dd that if Lard Lansdowne concurs in the notion taken by Lieutenant 
Armstrong, they propose to express approval of that officer's conduct, and of that of the 
other officers and men engaged, 

Tam, te. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 


Tnclosure in No. 
Commander Cartwright to Rear-Admirat Drury. 


Sir, “ Cossack,” at Bushive, September 16, 1902. 

L HAVE the honout to report that His Majesty's ship " Sphiax 
fon the 4th Septomber, and that I took over the duties of Senior Naval OMicer, Persian 
Galf Division, on that day. His Majest ip “Sphinx” sailed for Bombay on the 
‘th September, 

T sailed from Musent on the Gth Soptember for Bushire, but, owing to a strong. 
“shamal" io the Golf, I did not reach that place until the 10th September, when 
received your telegram ordering me to Koweit after conferring with the “ Laywing” at 
Baussorb. 

3. Owing to the draught of the “Cossack” Iam unable to cross the SI Arab 
bar except at spring tide, although on an emergency, by “pushing through 
might get over, I therefore telegraphed to the “Lapwing’’ to meet mo outside on the 
morning of the 12th September. 

4, I sailed from Bushire on the 11th September, and arrived outside the bar 
Tight on the 12th September. The “ Lapwing” was there nt anchor and I inquired fully 
into the late affair, and it would appear that the Turks are trying to make out that it 

ly.an ordinary case of piraey, and not an organized attack, and that there was also rent 
didiculty in getting evidence. "I proceeded to Koweit at a0, aud atrived at that place 
the same evening, where I found His Majesty's ship “ Redbreast,” who had arrived from 
‘Museat that morning. 

5. ‘There is very little doubt that the dhows were manned and equipped by Yusef: 
bio-Ibrabim, a rich and influential Arab living at Durah, a place in Turkish territory on 
the Bussoral: River about 12 miles above Fao, By ‘murdeting his half-brother, one Sheikh 
‘Mahomet, the then Ruler of Kowsit, the present Sheikh (Mubarak) gained the place: 
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Xusef-bin-Tbrahim manied a sister of Sheikh Mahomet and has ever since been on 
inveterate enemy of Sheikh Mubarak, and some years ago attempted a similar expedition 
against Koweit. From the information I have obtained it appears that a force of about 
450 Arabs was raised from Zobeir, Durab, and other villages in Turkish territory, and 
even Bussorah itself, 300 were sent to raid by land, and about 150 in the dhows. The 
land force looted some sheep ani camels at Serwan and Soobeyah, and then dispersed, 
Lam unable to imagine what Yusef expected to do with the small number of men in the 
dhows, unless he had got partisins in Koweit itself and hoped to make a dash at 
Mobarak's house, which is by the sea, and murder the Sheikh himself before the towns 
People could make an effective defence. There is no evidence to show that the Turks 
took an active part in any way, but it is probable that some of their officials knew what 
was going on. The action of the “Lapwing” will probably be a great check on the 
intrigues of Yusef, besides acting with deterrent effect on the ordinary river piracies 

6. In this affair Lieutenant and Commander Armstrong acted with great dash, 
Tesolution, and gallantry, and I consider that its success and the exemplary behaviour of 
the men under very trying sireumstances is due to bis personal example. He personally 
led his boats, and the chase covered about 12 miles in the intense heat of 4 summer 
month of the Persian Gulf. Wheo tho larger bouts grounded, he still advanced with a gig 
and whaler, and was exposed to the fire of about 150 Arabs at a range of abont 100 yards, 
losing one man killed and two wounded in his own boat. His action will greatly increase the 
prestige of the British navy among the Gulf Arabs, who fully realize the fnet that, in spite 
Of resistance, 150 Arabs armed with rifles were beaten by about one-fifth the number of 
British blacjackets, also only armed with rifles. It will also have very good effect on 
the disorderly characters on both sides of the Bussormh River, tenant and 
Commander Armstrong in bis Report hs, of course, not referred to hie own gallant 
conduct, but, as Senior Officer of this Divi beg ‘to submit the cctails that T have 
gathered of this plucky action, with a view to your most favourable consideration of 
Lieutenant and Gommander Armstrong’s personal bravery. 

7. I interviewed Sheikh Mubarak on the 13th instant, hut although be had 
important witnesses, hie was very averse to allowing them to go to Bussorah to give their 
evidence, as he would not trust them with the Turks, who, he suid, in spite of our super 
Vision, would capture and imprison them, if not worse. It this he may be right, 
arranged for him to collect his witnesses on the 15th instant, when L would ext 
them under oath, the Mahommedan priest, before whom their most binding oaths are 
sworn, being in attendanes, 

8. Hix Majesty's ship “Redbreast” mailed for Bushire with my telegram to you 
on the 13th instant, and after coaling will proceed to the Shat-al-Arab, in accordance with 
your orders. T have informed Lieutenant and Commander Armstrong that, having now 
two gun-boats for the suppression of piracy, I consider that one should always be 
stationed outside the bar, as most of the piracies occur on the banks between Khor 
Abdalla and Khor Babmishir. 

9% 1 Janded on the Sth instant, and examined four witnesses who wore nt Dura 
on the 2nd September. ‘They all swore that they saw the armed men being put into the 
dhows on that day about 7°30 ¥.at and that they were informed that the dhows were to 
attack Koweit. They also gave the names of five of the chief men with the party, and 
stated that Yusef-bin-Ibrahiin himself saw the men into the dhows, but zeturned toh 
house when they sailed. Other witnesses also swore to the dhows which the “ Lapwing 
captured being Yusef:bin-Ibrahim's property. 

10, Tam in hopes that this evidence will force the Turkish authorities to take action 
against Yusef-bin-Ibrahim, but it is probable that, unless our own Government press the 
matter very strongly, he will escape panishiment by means of bribes. 

11. sailed from Koweit on the 16th instant, and arrived here this evening, 

12. About one-third of the ship's company are suffering from boils, fourteen of whom 
fare incapacitated from duty. The Medical Officer is of opinion that this is due to the 
men having run down, owing to the time they have been on the station, With this 
exception, the health of the ship's company ix good. 

4 - at aes 

(Signed) M. G. CARTWRIGHT, 
Commander and Senior Naval Officer, Persian 
Gulf Division, 
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No. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 14.) 


India Offee, November 12, 1902. 

WITH refereace to your letter of the 24th June last asking for Colonel Kemball’s 
observations upon a complaint made by the Turkish Ambassador regarding his conduct in 
the matter of the plundering of a vessel belonging to the Sheikb of Koweit by pirates, T 
am directed by Lord George Hamilton to inclose, for Lord Lansdowne’s information, a 
copy of a Seeret letter from the Government of India, dated the 16th October, and inclo- 
sure, transmitting Colonel Kemball’s report. 

1am to add that his Lordship concurs in the view of the Government of India, that 
Colonel Kemball’s action in the matter was completely justified. 

Lam, &e. 
A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 220, 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton 


iy Lord, imla, October 16, 1902. 
IN accordance with the request contained ia your Lordship's Secret despatch, dated 
the 4th July last, we have the hovour to forward, for the information of Hix Majesty's 
Government, a copy of a report by our Political Resident ia the Persian Gulf upon the 
reproutation made by the Turkish Ambassador, relative to an appeal wot is aloged to 
have been made by the Sheikh of Koweit to the Rexident for a. 
plundering of Koweit vessels by Persian pirates. 
In our opinion the action of Licutevant-Colonal Keinball in sending a ship of wi 
to the acene of the pimoy to obtain particulars of the occurrence was completely justified, 
We have, & 
(Signed) ‘CURZON, 
. P. PALMER, 
RALEIGH. 
E. FG. LAW. 
E. R. ELLES. 
A. 'T. ARUNDEL. 
DENZIL IBBETSON. 


Inelosure 2 in No. 229, 
Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Shiraz, September 4, 1902. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Confidential indorsement, 
dated the 29th July, forwarding the Secret despatch from His Majesty's Secretary of State 
for India, dated the 4th July, with inclosures, and to report as follows: 

‘On the 31st May, I received information from Fao that Sheikh Mubarek bad arrived 
in the Shatt-cl-Arab with a fleet of bozxalows reported to contain armed meu in connection 
With a piracy which had been committed on a Koweit boat. On receipt of this information, 
being anxious to prevent the occurrence of any iinprudent act on the part of the Sheilh 
Which might give rise to future trouble, I sent a message to Sheikly Mabarek advising 
him to return honie, and to submit « report to me about the piracy, regarding which I had 
8 yot received no information. 

also communicated with the Senior Naval Officer in the Persian Gulf and desired 
hhim to send ship to Fao, and if Muburek was still there, to advise him to return home. 
Tasked the Seaior Naval Officer to be so good as to obtain for me all the information 
which he could about the piricy, so that I might be in a position to submit a report oa 
the subject to the Government of India, 
_ The Senior Naval Officer was not able to comply with my request at once, but His 
‘Majesty's ship “Sphinx” arrived at Mohammerah on the 18th June, Sheikh Mubarek 


accordance with any instructions fom me. 

ihe matter, : y 
Soverowent of lodia are aware that the occurrence of pitcis in the Shott 

eae Sabena ‘a matter of grave concern as affecting the interests of 


ea aioe wire into the matter was, L 





No. 230. 
Consut Wratislaw to Sir N, 0'Conor,—(Received at the Foreign Offi, November 11.) 


tee Sage Bussorah, October 17, 1003, 
‘wr to my despateh No, 53 of the 30th ultimo, on the subject of the 
w Lapving™ fucdent, bate the honour to tncosa th the translated deposition 
of avertain Gharib, made before His Majesty's Viee-Consal at Mobammersh and the 
Karger (Reprsenitio of the Pesiat Government) ‘This san entertain, fr the 
ight after the incident, two of the fugitives from the Dora. dhows, one of whom w 
sie of his wife, and declared to him that be had been pid By tho soa. of Mubaroh's 
fate brother, Jerrah, to attack Kowelt with others, There seems s doubt about, this 
man's name, but he wasidentified by Gharib from amongst. the other prisoners of 1 
Sheikh of Mobaainerab, and acknowledged Gharib as his connection by marriage, 
Tee no grounds whntcrer fr doshing the tuth of Ghani alatements which are 
rvise confirmed, and I propose to supply the Vali with a copy of his deposition, 
ether tescoms eafortunately but too, probable that tho. Sheikh of Moarneral jn not 
i by ux in the matter of his prisoners, and that their persistent denials a 
aay Mim. In the esse of Ghanb, Mr, MeDouall acted through the Karguzar, 


‘who has not the same reasons as the Sheikh for avoiding the Mlewill of the Turkish: 
anne Majesty apwing™ has gone to Koweit to bring the witnesses from 
there to Bussorah, if the Sheikh will allow them to cor 
i still conti ‘intain the attitude he originally took a 
el-Lbrahim and 


fi ible. 
amunicated to Yussuf as soot an recalved from te. een 
have, Se 


(Signed) ‘A. 0, WRATISLAW. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 280. 
Vice-Consul MeDouall to Consul Wratislaw. 


(80.40. Content) enn nil 
= VE the honour to inclose, for your information, the evidence given by Gha 
of Munpaht, regarding two of the prisoners arrested at that place, the Persian original 
and an English translation. F an A 5 

t fer of His Majesty's ship Lapwing” saw this witness, and suggested 
Oo ea ean er ral to give evidence, bot hie Excellency the Sardar Ara did not 
approve of this. eee 


(Signed) W. McDOUALL. 


ee 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 230, 


Examination of Gharib, resident of Manyuhi, in presence of his Bzcellency the Sardar Arfa, 
Btila-ed-Dowleh, Kargusar of Arabistan, wnd Mr. McDowall, Vice-Coneul of His 
Britannie Majesty at Mohammerah. 


(Translation,) 

Q, What is your name ?—A. Gharib. 

Q. What is your father’s name?—A. Abdul Kerim. 

Q OF what country are you a subject #—4. Persi 

Q. Where do you feside #—4, Manyuhi. 

Q. What is your native district ?—4. Bebleban-n-Kajeri 

Q. What do you know of these robbers arrested by Nasir?—A. Two of them (one 
called Rashid) ; I'do not know the other's name. 

Q. These men know you ?—d. One of them, that is Rashid, is related to my wife. 

Q. How did they come to your house?—4. At night we had dinner when they 

boy brought them to the door of my house and showed them that “this is 
’s house," I asked the boy who they were, he said“ two guests have come to 
‘They entered the house and I gave them dinner. ‘They asked me to ferry them 
‘across; I replied, “what is the hurry? Wait ill the morn ‘They insisted on 
being put. across that night. I went with them to put them across; we arrived near the 
bridge which is near the house of Nasir-bin-Mutrag, the Headman of the village. Nasir 
from the roof of his house asked “Who are you?” I replied “Iam Gharib.” He 
said “Who are those with you?” I replied, * Men of bin Brahim; one (who is 
Rashid) 1 know, but not the other.” Nasir said “ they are some of thove.” Nasir sent 
and took their weapons, and wanted to take them to the others, I beeame auroty that 
they should sleep af my house tll the morning; I should. hand them over fe 
wards, we went to the house and sat down, and they drank tea and slept till early morn. 
asked them what is this matter? What are these arms? Tell me your story. 
Rashid mid "the son of Sheikh Jerrah gave us money, and said ‘go to Koweit,’ for 
they have killed my unele, and. perhaps taken Koweit.”” On this account we went to 
near Kowoit and put two mon ashore to go and obtain news of Koweit, As these men 
wero slong time, we became suspicious and and {returned till we camo 
to the beginning of the river mouth (Khor). We saw the war vessels which pursued us 
and cut us off from our way, till we ran the boats ashore on the mud, fled every one 
for himself, and in the pursuit we fought with the vessel.” 

Q. From where do you know that Rashid is the man of bin Brahim ?—A, Yes, 1 
Know that Rashid is the man of bin Brahim, for I at first myself lived at Dowra, and 
was aware of it, [know for cortain that he is “bin Brahim's man.” 

Q. Gharib! In what you have said entirely true? Speak without fear of 
pulsion, speak nothing but’ the truth. Shall we be witnesses to you?—A. Before God 
all Lave said is tete, without ineroase or decrease; be witnesses, to-day is this world, 
to-morrow the day of judgment ; this ix my evidence. 


‘Tho person that Gharib states is m connection of bis, named Rashid, and who came 
to his house (and that person, in his examination, formerly acknowledged bis relationship 
to Gharib and his going to his house, but gave his name as Jumaé) was produced among 
several other prisoners, and Gharib pointed him out as Rashid, and said he bad known 
hhim as Rashid for some years That person acknowledged his relationship to Gharil 
and that he went to his house, but insisted that his name was Jumaé. In any case, 
there is no doubt as to the individual, and by external evidence and his own confession he 
isthe man, As tohis name and the diflerence or mistake as to it, that is a matter for 
separate inquiry and settlement. 


In the presence of the Government, the Karguzarati and Consulate, Gharib gave 
the above evidence, and the final inquiry was made by us. 
Seal of BTILA-RD-DOWLEH, 
Lat Karguzer. 
Seal of W. McDOUALL, 
‘His Britannic Majesty's Viee-Consul. 
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No. 231. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 18, 1903. 

I HAVE laid bofore the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 10th instant, 
inclosing a Report. by the Senior Naval Officer in the Persian Gulf on the recent 
attempt to attack Koweit. z 

Tam directed by Lord Lansdowne to inform you that he considers the action of 
the Commanding Officer of His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing,” as reported in his despatch 
of the 7th September, to have been fally justified, and that he concurs in the proposal 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to approve the conduct of Lientenant 
Armatrong and of the ofleers and men who accompanied him. 

am, £0. 
(Signed) ‘1. H. SANDERSON. 





No. 238, 
India Offce to Foreign Office-—(Received November 19.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compl 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Afuirs, and, by direction of Lond George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 30th October, relative to Kowsit 
alfairs. 


India Office, November 19, 1902. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 232. 
Lieutenont-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Shiras, September 6, 1002, 

T HAVE the honour to forward copies of two letters received by mo fron Sheikh 
Mabarek of Kowelt. 

With regard to the letter, dated the 12th August, which was received in Bushire 
en the 27th idem, the Government of India will have learned from His Majesty's 
Consul at Bussorub that the Sheikh’s Agent hus been seatenced to 10 years" imprisonment 
in a fortress, 

With regard to the letter dated the 26th August, what Mubarck says is perfectly 
true. The defeat of the Ibo Saood party by the Amit of Nejd will probably result in 
tronble for the Sheikh of Koweit, who has everything to gain by the ultimate success of 
the Tbn Ssood. At the same time Sheikh Mubarek must know tut it is impossible 
for us to countenance his support of the Ibn Saood. 1 have always advised him to hold 
aloof from the quarrel which is now going on, and he hus told me that he would do so, 
but he is s0 deeply interested in the matter that 1 am unable to beliove that he has not, 
indirectly at any rate, assisted the Iba Saood cause. ‘The only reply which 1 could send 
to this portion of Mubarek’s letter would be to advise him again to remain neutral, but 
sce no advantage in repeating the advice. 4 

T do not know whether the Government of India could seo their way to giveithe 
Sheikh the guos which he requires. I understand that be wishes to have Nordenfelt 
mai ins, and he wants them for his fort at Jehara to protect Koweit against a 
land attack. ‘There is no doubt that the gift would be much appreciated by the 
Sheikh, who, in the dificalt times through which he has recently passed haz, I believe, 
always been’ firmin his.attachment to, the British Government, and is anxious to 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 232. 


Sheikh Mubarakeel-Sabah to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 
(Tronslation.) 
(After compliments.) 7th Jemad-el-Awal, 1320 (August 12, 1902). 

BEFORE this I had written to you about my Agent, Abdul Aziz-el-Salem that 
he was in imprisonment and in great hardship, and that the Turks had nothing but enmity 
with me. 

T had also written to you about my sheep which had been lifted by Iba Aan, Chief 
of Zubeir, with the help of the wicked Yusuf-el-Ibrahim’s men. 

All this T had communicated to you at the time. 

Thad written to the Wali regarding my said sheep, and had asked my Agent Abdal 
Ariz to sce the British Consul at Bussorah with « view to obtaining his advice as to 
Whether my letter to the Wali should be detivored. ‘The Consul told him to deliver the 
letter, but I have received no reply from the Wali yet. 

You know that land my dependents and property are under your protection and 
‘shadow, and if you ceglect small matters I am afraid that later on my: property will 
suffer, The Turks are against me because I have taken refuge under you. I request you 
to look into this matter and do favour to your protégés. “ 


Inclosure 3 in No 
Sheikh Mubarek-el-Sabah to Ldeutenant-Colonel Kemball, 


(rmslation.) 
(After compliments.) 2st Semard-el-dwal, 1820 (August 26, 1902). 
IBN RASHID has reached and oceupied Horvida, which bolongs to the Kaseem 
(tribe). He has also ocoopled Vishker, which belongs to the Vasham of Nejd, and it is 
Bobble that after u few days there will be fight between, im nnd Tha Sacod. Tf Toa 
hid achieves a success there will be difficulties for me 
‘The dependents of Iba Siood who are here wish to go and join him, and I 
will, if you seo fit, let them go with the secret amistunce I can send’ for Ibu Saood’s 
support. The sane will check Ton Rashid from creating disturbances and keep him 


en 
SF have before asked you both verbally and in writing that the British Government 
ight do me the favour of giving me two or three guns, one of which may be quick- 


firing, because whatever strength T attain, it must be in accordance with the wish of the 
Government. Moreover the word gun is awe-inspiring to the Arabs. This is a thing 
which is necessary. ‘The Turks have given a gun to Ton Rashid, and it is with him no 
He tses it against all Arabs who oppose him. I have referred to you what I have said, 
‘as T cannot do anything without your advice. 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 232, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 
Bushire, September 14, 1902. 
I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Goverament of India, a 


copy of a letter which His Britannic Majesty's Consul, Bussorab, has addressed to His 
Britannic Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople on Koweit affairs. 


Tnelosure 5 in No. 232. 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O' Conor, September 6, 1902. 
[Already printed.) 
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Inclosure 6 in No, 232. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Shiraz, September 18, 1902, 

WITH reference to my telegram, dated the 6th instant, on the subject of the encounter 
between His Majesty's ship “Lapwing” and the armed dhows inthe Persian Gulf, I 
have the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, copy of 
the telegram from the Clerk in charge of the Indo-European Teleraph Department nt Fao 
giving me the information on which my telegram to you was based. I have received no 
foformation on the subject from the Naval authorities, but I presume that « fall report 
bas been submitted to the Naval Commander-in-chie 

2, On the 3nd September, I received a telegram from the Clerk in charge at Fao 
to the eflect that Sheikh Jabar, Sicikh Mubarek’s brother, had brought to Fao a lettor 
addressed to me containing information that the two sons af Mahomed Sabah (Mubarck’s 
murdered brother) with 200 armed men had left Dora the previous night with the object 
of attacking Koweit. He asked that a muan-of-war might be sent to Koweit to warn 
Sheikh Mubarck. ‘There was no roan-of-war in Bushire, and I therefore directed the 
R.LM. ship “Lawrence to proceed to Koweit to carry the information received 
by me to Sheikh Mubarek, in order that he might be on his guard, Meanwhile it 
‘appears that the Commander of His Majesty's ship “Lapwing,” which was in the 

hatt-el-Arab, had visited Koweit either in the usual course or ia consequeace of special 
information received as to the impending attack on Koweit. When the “ Lawrence " 
arrived in Koweit on the morning of the Sth instant, the “ Lapwing” had already left. 

3. The “Lawrence ” brought back from Koweit a letter to my address from Sheikh 
Mubarek, the translated purport of which I had the honour to forward herewith, Mubarek 
complains against the constant annoyance to which heis exposed at the haads of Yusuf. 
Tbrabim, and he instances a recent attack on Subieh, and. the intended attack by sea' 
Koweit, which was apparently frustrated by the action of the “Lapwing.” His evident 

ig is, that he, in accordance with the previous instructions which he has received 
Majesty's Goverment, has not proceeded to earry out reprisals for the raids to 

which he is constantly exposed, nad he expects that we 
Yusufel-lbrabim from annoying will be 
G further 
nt intended attack on 
was the work of Yusuf 


fannoyance to the Sheikh of Kowe 
Koweit, which was frustrated by His 

el-Ibrabim, or others residing under Turkish prot 
‘would seem to exist. I am writing to the Senior Ni 
ax to let me have a report of the recent ocearrence. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 282. 


Clerk in Charge, Fao, to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 
(Confidential) 
(Telegraphic. September 6, 1902. 
ON “Tapwing” arriving Koweit they learned thot Mubarek had already’ received 

information regarding the armed boglas. Captain Armstrong was told they were in the 
Khor Abdalla, which pluce he proceeded, where he saw several buglas, two of which 
refused to be searched—they were flying no Sag, and were crowded with armed Arabs, and 

led away, trying to come up the Si rab—the * Lapwing " managed to get between 
them and the Fiver. They then sailed towards the Bahmashir, landing mid-way between 
the rivers and beaching their bugias. Captain Armstrong with three or four boats went 
after them with forty bluejackets, but were fired on from the shore by the Arabs, who, Captain 
Armstrong estimates at 150; he returned their fire, and thioks be has Killed about six 
‘Arabs; one blucjacket was killed and two slightly wounded, and several had narrow 
‘escapes, bullets having passed through theie clothing and helmets, Captain Armstrong's 
boat, which was nearest the shore, was riddled with bullets. The Arabe’ fire was very 
straizht. Captain Armstrong eaptured the buglas, in which there are few things and 
articles of clothing. He tried to get permission to bury body here, but was disallowed, 
the Bussorah authorities having to get orders from Constantinople. He proceeded up 
the river to Mohammerah this morning to bury the bods, after which he steams to 
Bussorab. 





ma 
Inclosure 8 in No. 232. 


Sheikh Mubarek-el-Saboh to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball. 
(Translation, 
(After compliments.) Ist Jemad-el-Thani, 1820 (September 5, 1902). 

ON the 29nd Jemad-cl-Awal (27th August Int) ‘Khaled-bin-Atin, resident of 
Zabeir, in conjunction with Shaki (ruffian) Yusuf-el-Tbrahim's men, went from Ziubeir to 
Sefwan, and seized three mares und five camels, which a merchant had purchased from 
the Anciza tribe for merchants on our side. They also took nine houses (tents t) 
belouxing to my tribesmen, together with thetr animals and property, and then returned 
to Zubeir. 

On the 30th August last, Shaki Yusuf got ready Mubarek-el-Azbi_ and the sons of 
Mahomed (Sabah) at Zubeir with 100 camels and 20 horses, with a view to attack my 
flocks at Jehara and Subbiya. ‘They came near Jebara but did pot attack it, and 
went to Subbiga, On Monday morning they reached thers, attacked the Subbiya 
people, and wounded them with bullets. The Subbiya people repelled the attack, and 
drove away Mubarak-el-Azhi and bis following, who returned to Zubeir. 

Forthermore Shaki Yusuf engaged at Doura 200 men from Bussorah and its environs 
and sent them in ships with the sons of Mahomed (cl-Sabah), On Wednesday, eight 
hours after sunrise, they arrived at Felika and anchored there, waiting for nightfall when 
they wanted to attack us suddenly. I became aware of this, A man-of-war eame. ‘Glic 
hhad received the information at Fao, and when sho arrived, which was at four hours after 
‘sunset, they (the boats) gave up the iden of attacking us.’ It is possible they came to 
this conclusion after seeing the mancof-war, All these preparations were made in the 
Villayet of Bussorab itself, and from Doura and Zubeir. Shaki Yusuf is now with them 
(the 'Turks) in Bussorah, 

* Moreover, Ist quict (but as a result) I find ill-treatment nt the hands of the Turks. 
‘My brother Jabir had with him twenty men for the protection of wy dates as usaal ; such 
fs the custom with all date-garden owners. The Bussorah Governwent bas prohibited 
these men, and bas ordered their return to Koweit. Again, with regard to Koweit boats 

id its dependencies, the Turks have ordered that when 
ich bouts want to load dates st Fao nnd ity dependencies, they should go up to 
fo quarantine there, and then return to Fao and its dependencies for their 

due to their spite und their wish to injure me. 

Thave also beard that Shaki Yusuf aad the sons of Mahomed (el-Sabah) wish to 
ftinck my property in Bussorah. I am under your protection and my property and 
airs are in that of the British Government. 1 sf quiet, bat I find my affairs are getting 
damaged. Iam writing to you this, and have fall hopes that you will nat like even a 
alight injury overtaking me. At present great injuries are being done to me and my 

Tand my people-are tired of the troubles which the Turks cause; they have 
Yuruf-el-Ibrabim near them, and he creates all these troubles and engages armed 
from Doura and Zubeir. You will not agree to these sorts of troubles befalling me. 

e, therefore, sent Haji Ali-bin-Ghulam to you and hope to receive pleasing news 
and see all the troubles put a stop to. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 232, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 
Bushire, September 22, 1902, 
WITH reference to this Office letter, dated the 13th instant, T have the honour 
to forward, for the information of the Government of India, copies of the telegrams wi 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul, Bussorab, has dispatched to His Britannic Mejesty’ 


Ambassador at Constantinople, om the subject of the eucounter betweea His Majesty's 
ship “Lapwing” aad armed dhows in Khor Abdalla ubove Koweit. 


Inclosure 10 in No. 232. 
‘Telegrams Nos. 87 to 62 from Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O’Conor, 
[Already printed.] 





Thelosure 11 in No, 232. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, October 8, 1902. 
[Already printed.] 


Inclosure 12 in No. 232. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


(Confidential.) Shiraz, September 21, 1902, 

I HAVE the honour to forward copy of a letter from the Assistant Political Agent at 
Habrein, and to say that, in my opinion, itis quite probable that the information, which, it 
is said, bas been conveyed to Sheikh Mubarek of Koweit, emanated from the Russian Con- 
sulate in Bashire. 

I bave recently heard on reliable authority that the Acting Russian Consul- 
General, who is now in Shiraz, has been trying to induce certain Russian subjects, 
who buy skins in Persin for the Russian market, to open ap a business at Koweit, and 
thas promised them to send them aman of his own to look after their interests if they go 
to Koweit. 

Whea I visit Koweit in the course of the coming cold weather, I will find out from 
the Sheikh if the information referred to has reached him from Najaf-bin-Ghalib, 


Inclosure 13 in No. 2112, 
Mr. Gaskin to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


(Seoret) Bahrein, September 6, 1902, 

LHAVE the honour to report that the Koweit News Agent writes confidentially to 
the effect that Najaf ehin-Ghaliby a well-known Arab trader in Bushire, has written to 
his brother Haji Mubanmad-bin-Taki-bin-Ghalib at Koweit to privately inform Sheikh 
Mubarek that information has come from Constantinople to the effect that the Turkish 
Government have offered the British Government some territory adjoining Egypt on the 
understanding that His Majesty's Government will withdraw their protection over 
Koweit, and the reply of His Majesty's Government to the proposal has not yet been 
disclosed. 

Tho News Agent further states that Najaf is on intimate terms with the Russian 
Vice-Consul at Bushire, aod whenever he writes. to. his ally requests him 
to convey to Sheikh Mubarek the Russian Vice-C ‘nts, and offers to, 
give his assistance whenever the Sheikh requires it. ‘The News Agent also remarks that, 
thoogh Sheikh Mubarek may not credit Najal's report, it will, however, make. him 
ansious. 

‘The Russians understand the Mahommedan character and their distrust of Christians 
generally, and, if the report is true, they have chosen the most effective means 
of sowing the seed of suspicion in Sheikl Mubarek’s mind, ond probably they will 
send farther distorted nows periodically through the same source With a view to 
annibilate all trust in our Government. I would venture to suggest that the first 
‘opportunity to disabuse Sheik Mubarek's sind as regards our intentions 
relerring to Koweit. 


Inclosure 14 in No. 232. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of Indi 


(Confidential.) Shiraz, September 21, 1902, 
IN continuation of my letter dated the 13th instant on the subject of the rece 
encounter of His Majesty's ship “Lapwing” with armed dhows near the mouth of the 
Sbatt-el-Arab, I have the honour to forward copy of a despatch, dated the 6th idem, 
addressed to me by His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul at Mohammersh. There appears 
to be crane that the dhows were out at sea with the intention of attacking either 
518 2P 
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part of Koweit territory, and that the expedition emanated from 
Dorah, and was instigated by Sheikh Yusuf-el-Ibrabim. “Whether the sons of Muhammad- 
bin-Sabah were with the expedition I have not yet learnt for certain, but it seems 
probable that they were. It would appear that His Majesty's Government have good 
grounds for making strong representations to the Turkish Government on account 
of this incident, The Turkish authorities could easily, if they cared to do so, restrain 
Sheikh Yusuf, and it seems probable that he is receiving seeret encouragement at their 


Inclosure 15 in No. 232. 
Vice-Consul MeDouall to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Mohammerah, September 6, 1902. 

1 HAVE the honoar to report that His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing ” arrived here this 
afternoon with two captured “bums” Hee Commander informs me that, on 
arriving at Fao on the 3rd instant, he received information of an intended attack on Koweit 
by land and sea. He proceeded there and found Sheikh Muharek warned and fully pre~ 
pared, and heard that two suspicious vessels bad been seen. 

Next morning he proceeded to search for the dhows, and anchored in Khor Abdulla, 
and had boats out cruising. Yesterday morning when all but the catter had returned, the 
cutter signalled for assistance. Captain Armstrong with all boats armed went to her 
assistance. He learned that the cutter had hailed two dhows, who had threatened to fire 
if the cutter came alongside, and were crowded with armed men. The boats pursued and 
cut the dhows off from the Turkish side. They then made for the channel leading 
from Gusba to the Bahmashir and ran the dhows ashore, und, deserting them, waded to 
firm ground, where they took cover in the long grass. ‘The leading boat got on the mod 
and became unmanageable, a strong tide sweeping her up the creck; Captain Armstrong 
was in this boat. When about 100 yards off the Arabs opened a heavy fire, which was 
returned by all boats, One seaman was killed and two wounded, The Arab lows is 
unknown, but believed to be eight o ten. The Arabs retreated, and Captain Armstrong 
succeeded in floating the two “ bums,” and then returned to his ship. At Fao be was told 
the “bums” belonged to Sheikh Yusufsbin-Brahim’s village, Dawn. They contained 
many small bage of cartridges, both Brench and English, and several pairs of saddle-bags, 
in one of which was a seal iuscribed Abmed-bin-Mubammad, 

Tt is estimated that there were 160 men in the two  buris.” : 

Alter burying the dead man this evening and visiting the Sardar Arfa, the “ Lapwing ™ 
will proceed to-morrow to Bussorah to confer with His Majesty's Consul there. 


Inclosure 16 ia No. 232. 


Extract from the Diary of the Political Residency in the Persian Gulf for the week ending 
September 29), 1908. 


6. Bakrein, September 19, 1902.—It is reported oa good authority that the Amir 
of Nejd encamped withia two marches of Rindh « fortnight ago. 

7. September 20.—The Chief of Katr bas mentioned in a letter to the Kazi of Bahrein 
that he has recently written to the Amir of Nejd advising him not to attack Kiadb, but to 
wait for another month when he hopes to visit the two belligervat Chiefs, and make peace 
between them. 


Inclosure 17 in No. 282. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, October 14, 1902, 
[Already printed.] 
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Indlosufe 1S in No. 282. 


Rear-Admiral Drury to Government of India, 


Trincomalee, October 8, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for the information of his Excellcney the 
Governor-General in Council, n copy of a Report® by the Lieutenant-Commander of His 
Majesty's ship “ Lapwing,” relative to the capture of two dhows by that ship, these dhows 

intended to participate in an attack on Koweit ; also a copy of my remarks and 
‘Suggestions to the Admiralty on the subject. 


Inclosure 19 in No, 232. 


Licutenant-Commander Armstrong to Rear-Admirol Drury, September 7, 1902. 


[Already printed.] 


Inclosure 20 in No. 292, 
Rear-Admiral Drury to Admiralty. 


Trincomalee, October 3, 1902. 

WITH reference to * Laps fetter of the 7th ultimo forwarded direct to 
Admiralty, the doplicate of which 1 have just received, be pleased to inform the Lorde 
Commissioners of the Admiralty that I have approved of the action taken by the officer 
commanding His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing” on the Sth Septembor last, 

It is asserted that an influential Arab organived, on ‘Turkish territory, a plot for the 
murder of Sheikh Mubarek of Koweit, and that the dhows, filled with armed mon, were 
to proceed to a certain point near Koweit, act in conjunction with a land force of Arabs, 
and surprise the Sheikh by a night attack with the object of killing hitn wnd thon to return 
to their boats and dismppear. 

Whatever was the object of the two armed dhows it was entirely upset by the 
promptitnde of the “ Lapwing,” and I consider Lieuteoant-Commander Armstrong is to be 
highly commended, 

Had Sheikh Mubarck on the night in question been murdered in the evan 
ics suggested, it would ondoubtedly have led to inconvenient complication in the Persia 

all, 

The loss of Daly, able nennan, is to be deeply regretted. I have directed that the 
dhows be retained for the present, and would sugsest with reference to Article 304 of 
the Manual of Naval Prize Law that 1 may receive permission for them to bo destroyed. 
If there is 00 diplomatic or other objection, 1 would propose tbat they be bunt in the 
Shatt-cl-Arab, near Durn (to which port they belonged) for the sake of example wu 

1g uinst piratical acts, for the suppression of which we are acting in co-operation 
with the Turkish authorities, 

1 should like to further bring to their Lordships’ notice the names of Sub-Lieutenant 
Rowbotham, Mr. Vugler, Gunner, and the mea itenant and Comrnander 
Armstrong for their creditable and gallant services, atul also the Telegraph Superintendent 

10, Mr. Lovell, whose prompt action in informing the Officer Commanding His 
Majesty's ship“ Lapwing” of the proposed attack was no doubt the cause of Koweit 
rot being assaulted, whatever the result might have been, 

‘The "Cossack" was at Koweit ot the 10th September collecting evidence, and 
expect to hear the result sbortly, and will communiente the same for the information of 
heir Lordships. 


ed 
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Inclosure 21 in No. 232, 
Government of India to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball. 


(Telegraphic. Simla, October 17, 1902. 

YOUR letter of Gth September. Koweit. 

Mubarck’s request for guns cannot be met, but provided he complies with 
injunctions conveyed in ty telegram of the Sth December, 190], His Majesty's Govern- 
ment will charge themselves with defence of Koweit district which, however, must be 
clearly defined as the district adjoining or close to Bay of Koweit. Please communicate 
terms of this message to Sheikh. 


Inclosure 22 in No. 
Liewlenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Shiraz, September 2%, 1902. 

IN continuation of wy lettor dated the 21st September, on the subject of the 

Lapwing” incident, I have the honour to forward copy of a despatch No. 6, dated the 
13th idem, to my address from His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Mohammerah. 

From this despatch and from the telegrams on the subject transmitted by 
Majesty's Consul at Bussorah to the Ambassador at Constantinople, copies of whicl 
have been forwarded to the Government of India, it appears to be conclusively proved 
that Yusuf-bin-Ibrabim organised the expedition against Koweit which was frustrated by 
the action of His Majesty's sbip “Lapwing.” I venture to sugzest that, if the 
Turki ernment does not now take steps to put a stop to the said Yusuf-bin- 
Ibrabim's enterprises against Koweit, it might be advisable for His Majesty's Govern. 
‘mont to reconsider its decision regarding the occupation by the Turks of Um Kasr and 
Boobyan, x 


Inclosure 23 in No, 23:2. 
Vice-Consul MeDouall to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball, 


Mohammerah, September 13, 1902. 

IN continuation of my letter of the 6th instant T have the honour to report that, on 
the evening of tho Sth, three meu cnme to Manyubi, which ia opposite Dawra, and asked 
to be ferried across, they were told to lenve their rifles with the guard, nd in the morning 
they would be ferried soross. During the night they fled Iraving their rifles. Mean 
news had reached the village of the fight with the " Lapwing’s” bouts, Later, a wateh 
saw some men in the date gardens who said they had lost their way, be conducted them into 
the Madif" (village meeting house) and they were surrounded and disarmed, ‘They 
aid they had been to a friendly meeting to deelle tribal dispute, and asked why they 
wore arrested and the three men who bind been in the fight allowed to escape. They were 
brought to Fallin and are now in prison there. Their ames, as taken by the Sardar 
Arfa's Secretary, are given on the inclosed list,* which has been sent to the Wali of 
Bussorah. ‘The villages at which they reside are all situated on the Turkish side of the 
iver and near Bussorah. 

So far they bave refused to make any confession. It is proposed that, on the 
return of His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing " inn day or two, they should be interrogated one 
by one in the presence of Captain Armstrong, the Karguzar and myself. 

‘The man Abmed-el-Asusi, whose seal was captured, is well known as being in the 
employ of Bin Brahim. 

T have seen the fifteen captured rifles, with the exception of three or four, all 
are perfectly new, but stained with mud and water. Most of them are of Birmingham 
woke. 

‘The Sardar Arfa says it is useless trying to pat a stop to pimey ns long as Bin 
Brahim is not prevented from making these naval expeditions. (Che were banished from 
these parts, it would be a great step towards securing the safety of the river. 


© Not went —C. A. Kannan. 
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‘The Karguzar appears to be fully aware of the necessity of proving that the miscreants 
came from Turkey in order to clear Persia of responsibil 
Lam keeping His Majesty's Consul, Bussorah, fully informed of all the news obtained 


here on this subject. 
ae 
Inclosure 24 in No, 232, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Shiraz, September 28, 1902. 

IN continuation of my letter dated the 25th instunt, on the subject of the recent 
encounter of His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing” with armed ‘dhows in the Persian Gulf, T 
have the honour to forward, for the information of tho Government of India, copy of a 
letter addressed to me by Commander Cartwright, Senior Naval Officer in the Gult, giving 
cover to the Report submitted by the Commander of the “ Lapwing.” 

2. Commander Armstrong's energetic action is, in my opinion, very satisfactory, and 
it is probable that the result will be to check piracies in the vicinity of the Shatt-chArab 
for some time to come. 


Tnclowure 25 in No, 282. 
Commander Cartwright to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball, 


Buskire, September 19, 1902, 

IN reply to your letter [date] of 1902, I have the honour to inclose a copy 
of the Report I have received from the Captain of His Majesty's ship * Lapwing” 

2. Tsaw Lieutenant and Commander Armstrong of the “ Lapwiag* on’the 12th 
instant, and be reported that up to that date he had been unable to obtain direct 
evidence against. Yusuf-bin-Ibrahim, although Sheikh Khagal has taken some of the crew 
‘of the dhows prisoners. ‘The Wali of Busso ng to make out 
Ut eae only a ee of ondary rv 

3. After communicating with proceeded to Koweit, and Sheikh 
Mobarek w wea ont the 2nd September, and 

ion start from that place. ‘The men to the aumber of about 250 came 

jouse and embarked in two dhows, Yusuf himself being in attendance unt 
they sailed. The names of some of the’ principal men recognized  were-—Asbi 
(Mubammad-bio-Subbar’s son), Abmed-bit-Jara-bin-Subbar, Mundhar, Serai, and Abend. 
din-Mubammad Assusi. 

4. The men all swore to the truth of their statements bofore the Kazi (priest), 
as also three other men who swore that the dhows were the property of Yututbine 
Torahim. Sheikh Mubarek was very averse to letting the men zo to Bussoruh to give 
evidence, as he feared the Turks would either secure them or find some means to prevent 
thei giving their evidence. 





No. 283. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Iecrived November 24.) 


(No. 506.) 
My Lord. Constantinople, November 18, 1902, 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 122 of the th instant have the honour 
to mport that the question of the status of the Kowoitlis has been raised by the Vall 
of Bussorah in his correspondence with His Majesty's Consul. 
T have the honour to transmit herewith paraphrases of the telegram, in which 
Mr, Wratislaw reports the incident, and of my reply to him. 
 Thave, &, 
(Signed) " 'N. R. O'CONOR, 


—SSS ee ae 
2Q 
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Inclosare 3 in No. 283. 


Consul Wratishaw to Sir N. 0' Conor. 
(No. 72.) 
(Telogenphic.) _P. Bussorah, November 10, 1902. 

WITH reference to your Excellency’s telegram of the Srd instant I'have to 
report that the Vali having in an_official communication to me spoken of the witnesses 
from Koweit as ‘* Ottoman subjects,” in my reply I termed them “ Subjects of the 
Sheikh of Koweit. 

A sabsoquent letter from the Vali requests me to correct the phrase, inasmuch as 
all the inhabitants of Koweit are subjects of the Porte, Kowelt being a province of 
the Ottoman Empire, and the Sheikh being 0 Kaimakam. 

In answering his Excellency, I propose to say simply that I see nothing in my 
etter that requires alteration. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 233. 
Sir N, O'Conor to Consul Wreatistore 


(Telegraphic). Constantinople, November 12, 1903. 
APPROVE the answer which you propose in sour telegram No, 72. 
(Confidential) 

‘Que of my reasons for not pressing the Porto to assent to your presence while the 
evidence was boing taken was to avoid for the present raising the question of the 
status of the inhabitants of Kowelt. 

‘Phe Porte has frequently heen informed that we will not permit any interfarence 
with the Sheikh of Koweit, and I am therefore inclined to think that the Vi 
oting on his own responsibility in raising the point. 





No. 234. 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received December 2.) 


(No. 508, 
sy Lord, Constantinople, November 20, 1902. 

T HAVE the honour to inclose herewith to your Lordship the paraphrase of a 

received yesterday from His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah. 

Mr. Wratislaw reports that the partianns of the Emir of Nejd are gathering an 
armed force, nnd that 200 men started a few days ago from Zobeir in the direction of 
Sofwan on a raiding and plundering expedition against the tribes under the protection 
of the Sheikh of Koweit. He adds that the Vali is probably cognizant of these 

ings, and that if they are not stopped they will entail untoward results. 

T sont Mx, Block to the Porte in the afternoon to communicate the substance of 
this telegram to the Minister for Forcign Affairs. He was instructed to press the 
Minister to have the Vali cautioned very seriously and told to put a stop to these 
raids, and he was to remind his Excellency of the assurances given to His Majesty's 
Government to respect the status quo of Koweit, and that His Majesty's Government 
would not allow an attack upon that place. inh 

Mr. Block was also instructed to warn his Excellency that such expeditions 
would probably land the Ottoman Government in scrious difficulties sooner or later, 
and to state that we were now collecting information respecting the proposed raid 
nganined by Yusat Theshim and the Sheikh of Koweit's nephews. residing in 
‘Ottoman territory ; that thero was strong presumptive evidence of ‘the Vali's know- 
Jedge ‘and tacit approval of this expedition, and that this presumption would be 
gealy strengthened by the Zobeit inedent if not prompy suppremed by the Imperial 

rerument. 

‘Mr. Block added that I reserved ‘the remarks and demands I might later 
have to make in connection with the Koweit expedition and its fatal consequence in 
the loss of Tife and the wounding of British sailors, but that, in the meantime, it was 
obviously the duty as well as the interest of the Imperial Government at once to 
check the dangerous energy of the Vali of Bussorah. 
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‘Tewfk Pasha replied that he would immediately report my representations to the 
Grand Vizier, and that he expected inquiries would be at once addressed to. the 
Bussorah authorities, and orders given in the desired sense. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) "N. B, O'CONOR. 


Since writing the above I have learnt that, under instructions from the 

, the Minister of the Interior has tole dete to the Vali of 

Bussorah to report as to the intention of the Arabs to make an incursion into the 

territory of the Sheikh, and has informed him that it is the duty of the Imperial 

Government to provent any such occurrence. The Vali is therefore instructed to tuke 
sures to do so. 


N. R. O°. 
Inclosure in No. 234. 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(Telegraphic) P. Bussorah, November 18, 1002, 

ARMED parties are constantly being collected by the partizans of tho ‘Emir of 
Nojd at Zobeir, and are making raids into tho desert with the intention. presumably of 
plundering the tribes under the protection of the Sheikh of Koweit, 

On the 16th instant a bund of more than 200 started in the direction of Sefwan, 
but up till now Thave no news of the result. Unlosx such proceedings are stopped, they 
mny lead to untoward results. ‘The Vali is, of course, aware of what is going on, but 
my remonstrances with him appear to bo almost useless, 





No. 235. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne —{Receioed December 1.) 


(No, 515) 
My Lond, Constantinople, November 26, 1902. 
WITH roference to my despatel No. 508 of the 20th instant, I have the honour 
to report that Lhave received o message, through Mr. Block, from the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, that the Vali of Bussorah, in replying to the telegram sent him by the 
Grand Visio, donice the allegation of dhe intended of pedition against Koweit whioh is 
being prepared at Zobeir. ‘The Vali declares that tranquillity wigns throughout his 
provines, but that, nevertheless, tho authorities had taken tho necessary monsures to 
provent tny disturbance of the peace hy sea ot law z 
I have informed Mr. Wratislaw of the sabject of Tewfik Pasha's communication, 
which is, as your Lordship will observe, at variance with the definite statements in his 
report. 





‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N, O'Conore 
(No. 360.) 
Sir, & Foreign Office, December 6, 1902. 

I DULY received your Excullency's despatch No. 508 of the 20th ultimo, 
reporting that, in consequence of information received from His Majesty's ‘Consul at 
Bussorah as to projected attacks on the tribes under the Sheikh of Kowoit, you had 
addressed serious representations to tho Turkish Government on the subject, and that 
instractions had been sent to the Vali of Bussorah to prevent such raids. 

‘Your Excellency’s action in the matter is approved. 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) = LANSDOWNE. 
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No. 236, 
Consut Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor.—(Received at the Foreign Office, December 8.) 


(No 61. Confidential.) 
Sir, Bussorak, November 7, 1902, 

T HAVE the honour to report that, on receipt of your Excellency's telegram of 
the 31st ultimo, I wrote a letter, copy of which is inclosed herewith, to the Vali of 
Bussorah, informing him that the “Lapwing” had brought up five witnesses from 
Koweit in place of those whose depositions were previously taken by the Commander 
of the " Cossack,” and who had since left the place, and requesting his Excellency to 
make arrangements for their examination in such a manner ss would enable the 
Commander of the “Lapwing” to fulfil his promise to Sheikh Mubarek that he would 
not let these witnesses out of his sight. Immediately after dispatching this letter, T 
called! ou the Vali with Captain Armstrong to discuss the matter, and informed his 
Exoullency that tho only methods T could think of were cither for the Mustantik to 
examine the witnesses on boant the “Lapwing” or for the Commander to accompany 
them to the Court, be present during their examination, and escort them back when it 
was over. ‘The Vali at once replied that he could not entertain either of these 
proposals fora moment, What business had Mubarek (who, he complained, had left 
the two telegrams sent him about the other witnesses unanswored, and had hot com- 
municated at all about the second lot) to impose such conditions? Witnesses were 
Perfectly safe from molestation in all Turkish Courts, and ho could not. undorsand 
heir being any anxiety on their account, I replied that Iwas not in the Sheikh’s 
confidence, but I understood that both ho and the Sheikh of Mohammerah (who raised 
similar difficulties about. sending two of his subjects to Bussorah to depaso in this 
matter) appeared to think that their men might he exposed not only to the 
exaggerated detention which in ‘Turkey often made the lot of witnesses in eriminal 
eases little more enviable than that of theacoused, but also to attompts at intimidation 
and possibly assassination on the part of Yusuf-cl-Ibrabim, Iie Excellency laughed 
this suggestion to xeorn, but I reminded him of ineidents which had occurred in 
Bussoraly and which showed conclusively how onsy it was for a man of great local 
influence like Yusuf to put out of his way persons who thwarted him, The Vs 
replied that this was in the time of his predecessor, and wo then turned to other 
subjects, 

*Sabeoquonily I received an. oflcll reply to my letter, of which I inclose a 
trousiation, and yesterday I took the depositions of the five witnosses nt the Consulate, 
‘They all swore on the Koran to the teuth of their statements, and the manner in which 
they gave their evidence impressed mo very favourably. rom the inclosed transla 
tions your Excelleney will perceive that four of these men wore on board a small 
Koweit dhow which was anchored off Dora Crock the evening that the expedition 
sailed, and saw the armed men go on board the dhows and also saw and heard Yusuf. 
el-Ibrahim seo them off. 

‘They left at once for Koweit to inform the Sheikh, but found that the news had 
preceded them. 

‘Tho fifth witness was for two years captain of one of the dhows captured by the 
{laning.” and recognized her inhesitatingly as being one which had belonged to 

‘usuf-el-Tbrahim. 

I inquired of theso witnesses whether they knew an Ahmed-bin-Mohammed 
As‘ousi, whose seal was found on cne of the captured dhows ina small bag with other 
trifles, including a fow rupess. ‘They all replied that ie was a Nokhada in the service 
of Yusuf-el-Ibrahim, and loft Koweit when his master broke with Moubarek in 1896, 
‘This entirely agrees with private information I have obtained from other sources, and 
T also learn that Ahmed-bin-Mohammed As'ousi was one of the two men who landed 
at night near Koweit from the dhows to obtain information, and who were left 
behind, This would account for his bag (the native equivalent for a purse) being left 
on board, He is well known locally as being n confidential servant’ of Yusuts, and 
‘yet the Vali has the effrontery to assure me that he has made active inquiries 
concerning him and can learn nothing of any man of that name except that he hears 
thorg are people of that same at Kowelt 

am quite of being able to procure a conviction against Yusuf-el- 
Xhrabim and the Sheik nephews, should je force the Walter imo the Criuiaal 
Court. No local witness will come forward for fear of Yusuf and the Vali; and no 





witnesses from outside will appear except under conditions which we are unable to 
guarantee. 

Doubtless the Vali knows this perfectly well, and it is for this reason that he 
shelters himself behind the judicial authorities and refuses to stir a finger administra- 
tively. I trust, however, that I have supplied yOur Excellency with sufficient 

‘nce to support a diplomatic demand for the exile from these parts of Yusuf-cl- 
Tbrahim, Khalid-es-Sabah, and Hamoud-es-Sabah. As I have already had the honour * 
to state, Koweit will never be safe so long as they remain in these regions; and n good 
precedent exists for their boing sent away from it. In 1897, after Yusuf's abortive 
attack on Koweit by sea, the Porte did not hesitate to oxile him without trial, and it 
was only last year, at the request of Thin Reshid, that he was allowed to return. 

T should correct a mistake Imade in my telegram No, 62 of tho 14th September 
to your Excellency. It was not Khalid, son of Sheikh Mohammod-es-Sabah who was 
on board the dhows, but his cousin, Hamoud, son of Jerrah-Kholid, bas beon engaged 
all the summer in raiding Koweit flocks from Zobeir along with Thin Reshid’s agent, 
Khalid Elown. 

 inclose a copy of my final communication to the Vali forwanling copy of the 
opositions, and have, &e. 

. WRATISLAW. 


Tnolosuro 
Connut Wratislaw to Mustafa Nouri Pashe. 


Sir, hussorah, October 81, 1908. 

WITH reference to your Excollengy's lottor of the 26th September (8th October), 
T have the honour to inform your Bxoollency that His Majesty's ship “Lap. 
wing" procesled to Koweit in ordor, if possible, to bring to Bussorah the 
Witnesses referred to. Ho was, however, informed by Shoikh Mubarck that they 
Were not at that time in Kowolt, He hay, therefora, brought in place of them 
five other witnesses, viz.: Abdullah-bin-Nesf, Salih-bin-Mobammed, Ali-bin-Ahi 
Khalaf, Edan-bin-Motar, aid Abitullah-el-Foder, who aro ablo to give simllar evidence 
concerning the two dhows, 

As Shoikh Mubarek only allowol these witnomses to louye Kowoit on condition 
that the Captain of the “Lapwing” should not let them out of his sight. while 
in Bussorah, and should take them back to Kowelt ax soon as they lind given thei 

dence, 1 beg that your Excellency will make such arrangements for thelr exatninn- 
tion ns will fulfil these conditions, 
Thave, &o, 


(Signed) A.C, WRATISLAW, 


Inolosure 2 in No, 286. 
Mustafa Nouri Pasha to Consul Wratislaw. 


tion.) Bussorah, October 21 (November 3), 1902. 
YOUR letter of the 31st October last (in which it was stated’ that it 

appeared from Kaimakam Mubarek Pasha’s declaration that the witnesses wanted by 
the Law Courts were away from Koweit and that the Nokhala Abdullah and his 
comrades had been brought therefrom in their place, and during their stay in Bussorah 
were to be kept under the eye of the Captain of the * Lapwing") was reformed to the 
Assistant Public Prosecutor, who made a Minute to the effect that naturally the com. 
petent section would extend all such favours and permissions as the law allows 
to witnesses able to bring the truth to light; but that, nevertheless, the law re 
‘summons and audition of witnesses like these of Ottoman nationality in the Ottoman 
Courts do not admit of the rules and conditions stipulated in your letter, and if the 
Witnesses appear in the Istintak Court their information will be taken down in the 
usual way in the preseace of the Mustantik and the Clerk of the Court, and, provided 
altel pediment aie, they will of couse, be Jet fee on completion of ther 

1518 
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depositions; and on arrival atthe Court of Instruction the requirements of the law 
will be fulfilled, whereas, should they fail to come, in order to proteet the investigation 
from hindrance, a summons will be issued for them in due course. 


Inclosure 3 in No, 236, 


Consist Wratislaw to Mustafa Nouri Pasha. 


Sir, Bussorak, November 6, 1902. 
I HAVE the honour to forward to you the sworn depositions of Ali-bin-Almed 
Khalaf, Edan-bin-Metar, Abdullah-el-Foderi, Abdullah-bin-Nesf, and Salih-bin- 
Mohammed Malallah, inhabitants of Koweit and subjects of Sheikh Mubarel 
ich I have taken myself, as your Excellency, in your letter of the 2st October 
(Brd November) declined to allow them to be given before the Mustantik in the 
presence of the Commander of the “ Lapwing.” 

If any doubt previously existed in your Excellency's mind concerning the com- 
Plicity of Yussufel-Ibrahim in the expedition from Dora against Koweit which 
encountered His Majesty's ship “Lapwing,” these depositions will, I am confident, 
dissipate it. 

In forwarding my report on the whole incident to His Britannic Majesty’ 
Seorotary of State for Foreign Allnirs, 1 regret that I shall bo unable to state that T 
have received any assistance in the matter from the Local Government, which seems 
to have considered it its duty to prevent tho truth ooming to light, 

Thave, £0. 
(Signed) A.C, WRATISLAW. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 236, 


Deporitions of Abiulta-bineNagf ond others. 


Examination of Abdulla-bin-Nasf. 


Q. WHAT is your namo @—<. Abdullab 

Q. What is your father’s namo ?—d. Nosf-bin-Rashid. 

. Where do you reside ?-—4. Kaweit. 

Q. What is your cecupation @—A. Nacoda (captain). 

@. Have yout been in the Shattel-Arab lately #—A. Yes. During the summer I 
went to Dora, but my intention was to go to Mohammerab. 

Q. In what crwft did you go; what was its nume?—v, Tn my boum ; it has no 
name, 

Q, On what date did you arrive at Dora?—d. On the evening of Tuesday, the 
2th Jemd-ul-Ewel; ax thero was an ebb tide and northeaster I couldn't get 
her. 

Q Did you notice anything that night?—About evening I perceived two 
“boums” (small dhows) at anchor in the mouth of the Dora Creek, and after dinner 
Isaw many armed men embark in them and leave, with a small boat, and after they 
had proceeded a short distance I heard the man in the small boat say to them: 
God be with you" Hy bis volee and features 1 recogalaod him as" Yunut-bin- 
Tbrahim. 

Q. Did you know Yusuf. 

Q What did you thon do?—4. As I had suspicions of these “*boums” I at 
once weighed anchor and proceeded to Menyouhi* by night. In the morning we at 
once went to Félijét in order to inform the Sheikh Moubarek, but we found that 
‘Jabir at Fao} had already informed him. 

|. Have you since then?—4. Yes; made fast to the stern of the 


Q. How do you know them ?—A. By their build. 
Q. Where were they built ?—4. In Koweit ; one twenty, the other fourteen years 


* On Persia hank,» litle below Dora. tf Inland near Koweit 
"f Moubarek’s brother at Fa 
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Q. Do yon know who are the owners #—A. They were built to the orders of 
‘Yusuf, and i am ready to affirm this by oath on the Koran, 

@ Did you recognize any one on the “ boums ?—No on 

@. Do you kaow Ahmed-bin-Mohammed-cl-As'ousi ?—Yes; he is one of Yusuf- 
el-Ibrahim’s captains ; he left Koweit at the same time as Yusuf. 


My deposition has been read over to me, and I swear that I have told nothing but 
the truth by oath on the Koran. 
(Seal of Abdulla-I 
(Seal of British Consul, Ch. Wratislaw.) 


5 Shaban, 1320 (November 6, 1902), 


Examination of Salih-bin-Mohammed Malullah, 


Q. What is your name ?—A. Salih. 

Q. What is ‘your father’s na: ‘A. Mohnmmed-bin-Malullah. 

Q. What is your occupation Helmstan on board of Abdultah-bin-Nast's 
“boum. 

Q. Where do you live ?—A. Koweit, 

@ Have you come to th -A, Yes; we camo to Dora- 
bin-Ibrahim on the evening of Tuesda; Ewol, 1820. 

Q. Did you see anything there?—4, Yes; ou anchoring at Dora we observed 
two “boums” at anchor at the mouth of the Dora Creek, and obont dark saw a 
number of armed men embarking on them ; they then left the ereck and with them a 
small boat, After they liad gone a short way 1 heard a man in the boat say to the 
“boums: " “God be with you." By the volee I recognized that it was Yusuf-el- 
Tbmabim, 

Q. Did you know Yusuf-bin-Ibrahim previously to this?—A, Yes; T know 
‘Yusuf-bin-Ibrahim perfectly. 

Q. What did aye do after the “ boums " left, Dora ?- ‘We weighed anchor and 

led towards Menyouni, and next morning went on at once to Pélijé to inform 
sheikh Moubarek, ertained that he had got the news from Fao. 

@. Do you know a man called Ahmed-bin-Mohammed As’ousi ?—Yes. 

Q. Who is he and what is his oceupation?—d, Ho ix a captain of Yusuf-bin- 
Thrabim’s. 

‘This deposition is correet, and I take oath thereto on. the Koran, 

(Seal of Salih-bin-Mohammed Matullab,) 


(Seal of British Consul, Ch, Wratislaw.) 
5 Shaban, 1820 (November 6, 1902). 


Esamination of Ali-bin-Ahmed.<t Khalaf. 


Q. What is your name 2A. Ali 

Q. What is your father’s name ?—4, Ahmed-cl-Khalaf. 

Q. What is your vocation }—A. Seaman. 

Q. Have you been in the Shatt-cl-Arab lately @—A. Yess T came as seaman in 
the “boum” of Abdullah-bin-Nasf. Last summer we left Koweit on a Saturday, and 
arrived at Dora on a Tuesday eves 

Q. Did you seo an; -4. When we arrived at Dora T observed 
two “boums” at anchor at the mouth of the Dor Creck ; after dark I saw a number 
of armed men, who embarked in the “boums,” and left the creck, together with a 
small boat. When they had gone a short way I heard a man in the beat say to them, 
“God be with you.” By the voice I knew it was Yusuf-bin-Tbrahimn, 

@ Did you know Yusuf-bin-Ibrahim previously ?—4, Yes. 

Q. What did you do when the “boums” had sailed 7A. We weighed anchor at 
onee and proceeded to Menyouhi; about dawn we went on immediately to Félijé to 
inform Sheikh Moubarek of what we had witnessed, but we fonnd that he bad already 
received the news from Jabr in Fao, 
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Q. Do you know the boums" now fastened to the British man-of-war ® Lap- 
wing” Yes; they are the “boums” we saw at anchor in Dora. 

Q. To whom do they belong —4. They belong to Yusuf-bin-Tbrahim. 

Q. How do you know that they belong to Yusuf?—A. By their build; they were 
built in Koweit. 2 

Q. Do yon know one Ahmed Mohammed-bin-As’ousi?—A. Yes. s 

Q, Whit is his occupation ?—4. He is captain of one of Yusuf-bin-Ibrahim's 
sailing-vessels, 

My deposition has been read over to me, and I swear by the Koran that I have 
stated nothing but the trath, 

(Mark of Ali-bin-Ahmed el Khalaf.) 


(Seal of British Consul, Ch. Weatislaw.) 


5 Shaban, 1820 (November 6, 190% 


Bzamination of *Eydan-bin-Matr. 


Q. What is your name ?—A, "Bydan, 

Q. What is your father’s namof—d. Mate-bin-Abdatlah, 

Q. Where do you live ?—A, Koweit, 

Q. What is your ocoupntion #4. Captain serving on the pearl fishories.* 

Q. Have you beon in the Shatt-cl-Arab lately P—A. arrived there in the summer 
on tho “boum” of Abdullah-bin-Nasf for busines in Mobammerah, 

Q, Whon did you arrive in the Shatt ?—4, We arrived in Dora on the evening 
of Tuewlay, the 27th Jomndi-ul-Esvel, 

@. Did you notice anything iu the night &—A, Towanls evening T obsceved two 
“hous” ai the mouth of the Dora Creek, and after dinner I saw a number of men 
embarking on them; they loft the creck together with a small boat After they bad 
started T saw tho small“ bellum” leave the “houms,” and a man in the “bellum” 
say to thom, “ Goi be with you.” By his voice and features I recoynized him as Yusuf- 
bin-Tbrhim. ii 

Q. How did you recognize his features in the dark ?—. Ho passed within twenty 
coubits of our * hott,” 

. Did you know Yusut before ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Whit did you then do?—d, After the “ boums" had left we weighed anchor, 
‘and procorded at once by night to Menyouhi; at towanlsmoraing proveaded at once for 
Fétijs to inform Sheikh Mubarck, but we discovered that be had already got the news 
from Jabr at Puo, 

@ Do you know the “houms" fastened to the British man-of-war “ Lapwing"? 
=A. Yon. 

Q, Aro the" boums" you saw at the mouth of the Dom Creck the same ns these ? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Who are the owners '—4, Yusuf-bin-Lbrahim, : 

Q. Do you know ono Alimed-bin-Mobammed-el-As'ousi ?—d, Yes; I know him ; 
he ina captain of Yusuf-el-Tbrabim 


‘This deposition hn boon read over to.me, and I tako oath theroto on the Koran 
that I have told nothing but the truth. 
hat T have told nothing but the SURE ae 
(Seal of British Consul, Ch, Wratislaw.) 


5 Shabon, 1320 (November 6, 1902). 


Esamination of Abdullah-el-Fodri. 


1. What is your name?—4. Abdullah, . 
. What is your father’s name?—A. Matr-el-Fodri. 

}- Where do you live#—A. Koweit. 

. What is your occupation ?—A. Captain of a sailing-vessel. 


© Pebronry to May anoeally. 





Q Do you know the “boums” fastened to the British man-of-war “Tapwing ” ? 
—4. Ye 

Q. How do you know thea T was captain of one of them for two years 

@ In which In the one ealled “ Seehian.” 

Q. How do you know it?—. Iwas captain, and embarked on it ten years ago, 
and left it eight years ago. 

Q. Who is the owner ?—A. Yasuf-bin-Tbrahim. 

Q. Did you receive pay from Yusuf?—d. Yes; I received wages from him, 

Q. How do you know the “‘boum"?—4. As I served on it for two years I am 
absolutely certain that this is the very “boum” in which I served, 


Thereby swear on tho Koran that I have told nothing but -the truth, 
(Mark of Abdullah-el-Podri.) 
(Seal of British Consul, Ch. Wratislaw.) 


5 Shaban, 1820 (November 6, 1902). 





No. 257. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received December 8.) 


(No. 529.) 
Constantinople, December 2, 190 
Tf reference to my telegram No, 107 of the 28rd October last and to my 
despatch No, 605 of the 20th ultimo, I havo the honour to report that 1 spoke to 
‘Towfik Pasha yesterday to the following effect in regard to Yusuf Tbrahim’s attempted 
raid upon Koweit carly in the month of Septembor inst 

1 said T had received a voluminous mass of evidence taken on board the 
“Lapwing” after the Vali of Bussorah had refused either to nond 5 ‘Turkish Magistrate 
on board to take the depositions of the witnesses who had boon brought from Koweit, 
or to allow the Consul and Commander of the “Lapwing” to be present in Court 
while the depositions were being taken, 

T said that I had not yet waded through these reports, but that I fowred when I 

id so, there was little doubt that they would show the direct complicity of Yusuf 
Tombim aud of the Sheikh of Kowsit’s two nephows, and, possibly, also the complicity 
of the Vali, of whose connivance in the affair we had already ground for reasonable 
suspicion, 

urged upon his ‘Excellency thatthe. Ottoman. Government should tbomscivée 
take the initiative of punishing Yusuf Tbrahim and the Sheikh’s nephews by mmovin 
them from Bussorah, and by otherwise letting them understand that ‘Turkish sof 
could not be made use of for organizing hosti expeditions agninst the Sheikh of 
Koweit. There was the more reason for taking this course that the Imperial Govern- 
ment had formally recognized the status quo of Koweit, and given assurances that no 
attack was contemplated or would be made upon his territory. added that if the 
Ottoman Government did xothing in the sense indicated of its own accord, the time 
would probably come when I should be instructed to ask for more sorions reparation, 
secing that the lives of some British sailors had been sacrificed in frustrating & 
Glibastering expedition organized upon Ottoman territory. 

‘Tewfik Pasha gave mo to understand, as is his wont, that he agreed with my 
observations that he would refer the matter to the Grand. Vizier, and that as soon as 
a decision was taken he would not fail to communicate it to me. 

1 have, &e. 
(Signed) -N. R. O'CONOR, 





No, 288. 


‘The Marquees of Lansiiowne (0 Sir N. O!Conor. 


e997) 
ir, 

I HAVE received your Excelleney’s despatch 

Spiga interview with the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 
[isi 28 


Foreign Office, December 12, 1902, 
by insta 
‘0. (528 of the 2nd if, 


= 
mS’, 
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previous day, you had urged that steps should be taken by the Turkish Government 
to punish Yusuf Ibrahim and the nephews of the Sheikh of Koweit for the recent 
attempted raid on that place, F i 

‘The language which you held fo Tewfik Pasha, as reported in your despatch, is 
approved. 





No, 239, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 12.) 


‘TEE Under-Socretary of State for Indin presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Forcign Affirs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the ir formation of the Secretary of State, copy of telegram from 
the Viceroy, dated the 11th December, relative to the renewal of hostilities between 
Thn Rashid and Abdul Aziz-bin-Saond. 


India Office, December 11, 1902. 


Inclosure in No. 289. 


Government of India to Lord 9. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) P.. December 11, 1902. 

I’ ls roported that, after severe fighting, Ibm Rashid has been defeated by Bis 
Saoud at Dillum, and has fled to Gharsil, with a loss of his comp and baggage, and of 
250 killed, including two important Sheikhs. Report was received from Sheikh 
Mubarak on (? 18th November) through Resident, Persian Gulf, aud Assistant Political 
Ayent at Bahrein, on the 17th Novembe 


No. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Recvived December V3.) 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, <ldmiralty, December 8, 1902. 

WITH reference to your letter, dated the 80th October, concurring in the proposal 
of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that the armed dhows captured by His 
Majesty's ship “Lapwing,” should be disposed of in accordance with the provisions of 
the Piracy Act, 1850, I am commanded by their Lordships to roquent jou will inforn 
the Secretary of State that a despateh, copy of which is inclosed, was’ simultaneously 
received from the Commander-in-chief, East Indies, suggesting the destruction of the 
hows. 

2. Copy of the further telegraphic correspondence which passed between the Admiralty 
and the Commander-in-chief upon this subject is also inclosed, and I am to state that 
with Lord Lansdowne's concurrence, my Lords propose to approve of the action 
‘suggested, leaving it to the discretion of Admiral Drury, either to burn the dhows: 
in Shat-al-Arab, or to acuttle them in the on pa 


(Signed) .N MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 240, 
Rear-Admiral Drury to Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Highflyer,” at Trincomalee, October 3, 1902. 
WITH reference to “ Lapring's™ later of the 7h alto, forwarded direct to 
Admiralty, the duplicate of which have just received, be pleased to inform the Locds 
Commissioners of the Admiralty that I hare approved of the action taken by the 
Officer Commanding His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing” on the Sth September last, 








It is asserted that an influential Arab organized, on Turkish territory, a plot for the 
murder of Sheikh Mabourck, of Koweit, and that the dhows, filled with armed men, 
were to proceed to a certain point near Koweit, act in conjunction with a land force of 
Arabs, and surprise the Sheikh by a night attack, with the object of killing him, and then 
to return to their boats and disappear. 

Whatever was the object of the two armed dhows, it was entirely upset by the 
omptitude of the “Lapsing,” and I consider Lieutenant Commander Armstrong is to 
© highly commended. 

Had Sheikh Mabourek on the night in question been murdered in the manner it is 
suggested, it would undoubtedly have led to inconvenient complication in the Persian 
Gulf, 

‘The loss of Daly, Able Seaman, is to be deeply regretted. have directed that the 
dhows be retained for the present, and would suggest with reference to Article 304 of 

1 of Naval Prize Law, that T may receive permission for them to be destroyed. 

is no diplomatic or other objection, I would propose that they be burnt in the 

Shat-al-Arab, near Dura (to which port they belonged), for the sake of example and a 

warning against piratical acts, for the suppression of which we are acting in co-operation 
with the Turkish authorities, 

I should like to further bring to their Lordships’ notice the names of Sub-Lieutenant 
Rowbotham, Mr. Vugler, Gunner, and the men mentioned by Lieutonant and Commander 
Armstrong, for their creditable and zallant services, and also the Telegraph Supcrin- 
tendent at Fao, Mr. Lovell, whose prompt action in informing the Officer Commanding 
His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing ” of the proposed attack, was no doubt the cause of Kowelt 
not being assaulted, whatever the result might have been, 

‘The “Cossack” was at Koweit on the 16th September, collecting evi 
expect to hear the result shortly, and will communicate the sane for the inform 


their Lordships, itera 
ave, 
(Bigned) CHAS. 0, DRURY. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 240, 
Adwmivatty to Rear-Admiral Drury. 


(Telegraphie.) Admiralty, November 5, 1902. 
YOUR letter of 3rd October, proposing to burn captured dhows in Shatal-Arab, it 
bad been agreed between Adwiraity, Foreagn Office, and India OMe that they shoald 
be dealt with under 13 & 14 Viet,, eap. 26, 
This would involve sending them to Colonial Court at Bombay or Aden, which may 
not be feasible or desirable. Report your opinion, 


Inclosure 3 in No, 240, 


Rear-Admiral Drury to Admiralty. 
(Telegraphic) December 5, 1902, 
YOUR No. 104 
Do not consider it feasible or desirable to send captured dhows to Aden or Bombay, 
and, therefore, request approval to seuttle them in the Persian Gulf, over 3 mile limit, 
if the I contained ia my letter of ard October is not approved, Evidence just 
received clearly shows they were armed dhows belonging to Yusef-bia Tbrahim, bound 
to Koweit, apart from fact that they first opened fire on the “Lapwing's" boat. Evidence 
follows by post. 





No. 241, 


Consul Wratislane to Sir N. O'Comor.—(Reccised at Foreign Office, December 15.) 


(No. 64) 

Sir, Bussorah, November 14, 1902. 
WITH reference to my telegram to your Excellency No. 72 of the 10th November, 

I have the honour to inclose herewith the translation of the Vali’s letter to me 
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describing the Koweit witnesses as Ottoman subjects. In view of the instructions 
contained in your Excellency’s telegram of the 3rd November, that I shoul be careful 
not to admit'the Vali’s pretention to consider them as Ottoman subjects, T thought it 
advisable in my reply (copy inclosed) to refer to these men as “subjects of Sheikh 

" which, hoped, would be a sufficient reservation without formally raising 
the question of their status. ‘The Vali, however, at once pounced on my phrase, and, 
in his reply, of which T inclose a translation, requested me to correct it. I have 
already telegraphed to your Excellency that { propose to reply to him that I see 
nothing in my letter whiich requires correction. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) A. C. WRATISLAW. 


Tnolosure 1 in No. 241. 
Mustafa Nowri Pasha to Consut Wratislaw. 


(Translation. Bussorah, October 21, 1318 
Sir, (November 3, 1902). 
YOUR letter No, 115 of the 31st October last (in which it was’ stated that it 
appenred, from Katmakam Mubarek Pasha's Declaration, that the informers wanted 
by the Law Courts were away from Koweit, and that the sailing-Captain Abdallah 
and his comrades were, therofore, brought in place of the former and were, during 
their stay in Bussorah, to be Kept under the eye of the Captain of the “ Lapwing”), 
Wns referred to the Assistant Public Prosecutor, who made a Minute to the effect that 
the compotent Department would, naturally, accord all such permissions and attentions 
ax the Jaw allows to iaformants able to bring the truth to light; nevertheless, the laws 
as to the summoning and audition of informants like these, who are of Ottoman 
nationality, bofore the ‘Turkish Courts of Law, do not admit of the Rules and 
conditions stipulated in your letter, and if these men appear in the Court of 
“Tstintak,” their inforn Will bo taken down in the usual way In the presence of 
the“ Mustantik" and the Clerk of the Court; and, provided no legal itupediment 
Will, of course, bo left tree, on the ‘completion of their depositions. On 
Uhoir coming to the Court of “ Istintak,” the prescriptions of the law will bo carried 
ont, whereas, if they fail to come, n summons will he issued for them in due eourse, 
onder to obvinte hindrance to the pursuit of the inquiry, and they will be then bea 
‘ax the requirements of the ease obviously demand. 
Thave, &o. 
(Signed) MUSTAFA NOURI PASHA. 


Tnolomure 2 in No. 241. 
Consul Wratislaw to Mustafa Nouri Pasha, 


Sir, Bussorah, Nocember 6, 1902. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Excellency the sworn depositions of 
Ali-bin-Ahmed Khalaf, Edan-hin-Metar, Abdullah-el-Foderi, Abdullah-bin-Nesf, and 
Salih-bin-Mahomeil Mal Allah, inhabitants of Koweit and subjects of Sheikh Mubarek, 
which I have taken myself, ax your Excellency, in your letter No. $32 of the 
Sst October (ant November) declined to allow thetn to ke given before the fume 
in the presence of the Commander of the “ Lapwins.” 

If any doubt previously existed in your Excellency’s mind concerning the 
complicity of Yussuf-el-Ibrahim in the expedition from Dora against Koweit which. 
encountered His Majesty's ship “Lapwing,” these depositions will, I am confident, 
dissipate it. 

in forwaring my report on the whole incident to His Majesty's Sceretary of 
‘State for Foreign Affairs, I rogret that I shall be unable to state that I have received 
any assistance in this matter from the Local Government, which seems to have 
considered it its duty to provent the truth coming to light. 


$< 





Inclosure 3 in No. 241, 
Mustofa Nowri Pasha to Consul Wratislae. 


(Translation.) Bussorah, October 27, 1318. 
Sir, (November 9, 1903). 

AFTER perusal of your letter No. 116 of the 6th November last, sinee, as you 
are aware, the matter lies in its judicial aspect within the province of the judicial 
Procedure prescribed by the Law of the State, both the letter and the papers containing 
the depositions in writing were referred and handed over to the judicial authoritiee 
‘Thereon a Minute hacked by a separate communication in due form was made to the 
effect that the said written depositions could not be made use of by the Law Courts, 
and that on the authors of the depositions com person to the Court of Inq 
(Istentak), the facts of the ease would be brought-to light on tho basis of the deposi: 
Hons there made: in pursuance of this, summonses wete drawn up to the names of 
the persons in question, who are Ottoman subjects, and, according to rule, forwarded 
to the Kaimakam of Koweit, 

In the first paragraph of your letter figures a sentence concerning these meni 
being “Subjects of Sheikh Mubarek.” By “Sheikh Mubarck” is meant, of ‘course, 
Mubarek-el-Subah Pasha; the said Pasha is Kaimakam of the Caza of Koweit, which 
is part of the Imperial Dominions, and the individuals in question are people’ of the 
same Caza; and since they atv all of them Ottoman subjects, tha sentence. absent 
“Sheikh Mubarck” cannot be accepted by the vilayet, and it is requested that it be 
amended. 

Moreover, in the last paragraph of your letter, it was stated that tho oourse of 
¢vents made it clear that the local authorities did not consider it their duty to bring 
to light the truth about the “Lapwing " incident. Now, it is a clear factcas will be 
at any time evident on examining the current proceedings, that immediately on 
receiving news of the “Lapwing” incident, the vilayet set to work to make inquiries of 
every sort, and that on the matter being’ duly referred to the judiciary, hasto was 
made to get to the bottom of the matter according to the judicial procedure of the 
land. And I bog to declaro that, notwithstanding your opinion to the contrary, the 
vilayet has performed its duty conscientiously in the mintter in question, 


2 


No, 242, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O'Conor, 
(No. 184) 
(Tolegraphic) | P. Foreign Office, December 15, 1902, 
THE Admiralty learns from the Commanderin-chiof on the East Tndin Station 


that it will not be feasible to send dhows captured by His Majesty's ship “Lapwing” 
ap y ijeaty's ship 


to Aden or Bombay for adjudication. He therefore suggests that they should ‘either 
be scuttled, outside the three-mile limit, in the Persian Gulf, or burnt at the mouth 
of the Shat-sl-Arab, in the neighbourhood of Dura, to which port they belong, as an 
example and warning against acts of piracy. T should be glad to have your views as 
to these alternatives. ‘The latter would probably give rise toe protest from the Porte, 
and scarcely seems to be in acconiance with international comity, unless it ean be 
justified on. the ground that no justice can be obtained from the Turkish authorities 
iy His Majesty's Government, 


eee 
No. 243. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received December 16,) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for lodia presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lond George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information ‘of the Secretary of State, copy of a. telegrams 
from the Viceroy, dated the 15th instant, relative to the recent puratical aay in 
the Persian Gulf. 


India Office, December 15, 1902. 


(1515) 
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Tnclosure in No. 243. 

Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Telegraphic.) P. 


December 18, 1902. 
THE reports submitted to Consul Wratislaw and the Commander of His Majesty's 
Lapwing,” make iar that the recat piratical attempt cn Koweit was directly 


ship 







ized by Yusaf-bin-Ibrhim (see my telegram af the Sth October), and that the 
hiss deliberately brought about the collapse of the inquiry, while during the 
edings a claim that inhabitants of Koweit are Ottoman subjects was twice advanced 
¥y him. ‘To drop a ease in which British blue-jackets have lost their lives and in which 
the Turks have so behaved does not seem possible, aud we urge that strong measures 
should be taken in order to prevent a repetition of the incident, by which our position 
at Koweit and our prestige in the Gulf must be gravely prejudiced, Here, as well a 
at Aden, the attitnde of the Turks suggests that we have reached the limits of 
‘concession, and that it may be desirable to make a display of foron if reparation is not 
accorded." The supersession of the Wali and the punishinent of Yosuf-bin-Ibrabim and 
the guilty parties are measures for which wo trust His Majesty's Government will 


press. 




















No. 244. 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquesy of Lansdowne—(Received December 16,) 


a 14) 

Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, December 16, 1902. 
"THINK the proferable course of the two suggested in your Lordship's telegram 

No. 154 of yeaterday is that the dhows should be destroyed outside the 3-mile limit, 

‘This will be suflicient to produce the desired effect. 





No. 245. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O' Conor. 





No 186) 
vel hic.) P. Foreign Office, December 17, 1002. 
"LEHOULD be piad.to havo, your staarvations on’m tlogram hoor te’ Viceroy, 
which T am repeating to you, in to the recent attempt on Koweit. 

In your despatch No. 520-of the 2nd December, I notice that you report having 
warned the Minister for Foreign Affairs that you would probably be compelled to 
demand more verious reparation, unles the Porte took the isititivo in punishing 

usuf. 

His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah states, in a private letter to you, which is 
awaiting tho first safe opportunity for transmission, that the Vali has become corrupt, 
that ho has accepted a bribe of 1,402. from Yusuf, and that, as a panishment for hi 
debaviour in this incident, it would be advantageous that he should be removed. 











No. 246. 

Foreign Office te India Office. 

Sir, 

Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you copies of letter fom the Admiraley and 

telegraphic comegpondonce with Tis Minjesty’s Ambassador at Constantinopl@® in 

regard to the g of the disposal of the dhows eaptured by His Majesty's ship 
“Lapwing” near the mouth of the Shat-el-Arab in September last 

+ Non. 240, 242, aod 
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Lord Lansdowne proposes, if the Secretary of State for India concurs, to suggest 
to the Admiralty that the dhows should be destroyed in the Persian Gulf, out the 
‘-mile limit, in accordance with the es tt yes O'Conor. 

am, &. 
(Signed) "T.-H. SANDERSON. 








No. 247, 


India Offer to Foreign Office —(Received December 18.) 





Sir, Initia Office, December 18, 190 
1 AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of 
Sir T. H. Sanderson's letter of the 17th instant, and to say that he concurs in Lord 
Lansdowne's proposal to suggest to the Admiralty that the dhows eaptured by His 
Majesty's ship “Lapwing” should be destroyed in the Persian Gulf outside the 3- 
it. 









Tam, &. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOL 








No. 24 





Foreign Office to Admiralty. 
(Confidential) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 18, 1902. 

WITH roference to your letter of the 8th ultimo, Lam dirscted by the Marquess 
of Lansdowne to transinit to you copies of correspondence with His Majesty's 
‘Ambassador at Constantinople and with the Tndia OMlos in regard to the question of 
the disposal of the dhows captured by His Majesty's ship “Lapwing” in the neigh- 
hourhood of the Shat-cl-Arab last October.* 

I am to suggest, for the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that tho Commander-in-chief on the East Indin Station should be informed 
that the ‘sccond alternative proposed by him is approved by His Majesty's Govern~ 
ment, and that he is accordingly authorized to destroy the dhows in the Persian Gulf, 
outside the Smile limit. 











Tam, 


ae 
(Signed) | TH, SANDERSON. 





No, 249. 

India Office to Foreign Offce-—( Received December 19.) 

Sir, India Office, December 17, 1902. 

WITH reference to my letiar of the 17th October last, {'am directed by Lond 

George Hamilton to forwanl, for the information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, a 
copy of a further telegram on the subject of the recent attack on Koweit. 

His Lordship has noted what is said in Sir N. O'Conor’s despatchos No. 508 of the 
20th November and No. 515 of the 26th November. He would be glad to know 
Whether there is any later information on the subject which he could communicate to 
the Governor-General. 








Tam, &. 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY. 





Inclosure in No. 249. 


Gocernment of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 

(Telegraphic) P. December 13, 1902. 
reports submitted by Consul Wratislaw and the Commander of His Majesty's 

ship “Lapwing” make it clear that the recent piratical attempt on Koweit was 


+ Mos. 242, 244, 268, and 246, 
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directly organized by Yusuf-bin-Ibrahim (see my telegram of the Sth October), and that 
the Wali lias deliberately brought about the collapse of the inquiry, while daring the 
proceedings a chim that inhabitants of Koweit are Ottoman subjects was twice 
advanced by him. ‘To drop a case in which British blue-jackets have lost their lives. 
and in which the Turks have so behaved, does not seem possible, and we urge that 


strong measures should be taken in order ‘to prevent a repetition of the incident, bj 
which our position at Koweit and our prestige in the Gulf must be gravely prejudi 
‘Here, as well as at Aden, the attitude of the Turks suggests that we have reached the 
limits of concession, and that it may be desirable to make a display of force if reparation 
is not accorded. The supersession of the Wali, and the punishment of Yusuf-bin- 
Thrahim and the guilty parties, are measures for which wo trust His Majesty's Govern- 
ment will press, 





No. 250, 
Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Reecived December 22.) 


(Confdentia) 
ir, Admiralty, December 20, 1902. 

WITH reforence to your letter of the 18th instant, I am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, decypher of a telegram, dated this day, which has been sent 
to the Commander-in-chief on the East Indies Station. 


‘AN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 250, 
Admiralty to Rear-Admiral Drury, 


(Telogrephie Admiralty, December 20, 1902. 
i Majetye f your al posal, and auth 
His Majesty's Government approve of your alternative proj authorize 
you to desruy the dhows in the Persian Gulf outside the Smile Haat 


No. 251. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 24.) 


THE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lont George Hamilton 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viveroy, dated the 22nd Decomber, relative to Koweit affairs. 


India Office, December 24, 1902, 


Inclosure in No. 251. 
Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India, 


(Telegraphie.) P. December 22, 1902. 

YOUR telegram of the 18th instant, relative to Koweit affairs, has been repeated 
to Sir N. O’Conor for his Excellency’s observations. A warning has been given to the 
‘Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, that unless his Government take the initiative 
in punishing Yusuf, Great Britain would probably demand more serious reparation. 











No, 252, 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received December 30.) 


(No. 145.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, December 30, 1902. 
_  KOWEIT. According to a telegram, dated the 27th December, which I have 
just received from His Majesty's Consul nt Russorah, a report had reached him that 
the Amir of Nejd was about day's journey from Koweit. Similar information was 
received by the Porte yesterday, and a telegram was at once seat to the Vali of 
Bussorah, instructing lim to take immediate steps to prevent any attack on the 
Sheikh by the Amir, and reminding him of engagement with His Majesty's Govern- 
‘ment to respect status of Koweit. Y 

I told the Grand Vizier that we should take measures to defend Sheikh in the 
‘event of the Amir attacking him. 





No. 258, 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received December 31.) 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Admiralty, December 27, 1902. 

T AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit 
herowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter from the 
Commander-in-chief on the Bast Indies Station, dated the 9th instant, together with a 
copy of its incloxures, forwarding copies of the evidence of witnesses as to tho owner- 
ship of the dhows captured by His Majesty's ship“ Lapwing,” off Koweit, 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) G. 1. THOMAS, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 253. 


Rear-Admirat Drury to Admiralty. 
(ConTVHTH reference to my letter of the’ Srl. Oster, di rales ett 
v ference to my letter of the 3 7 1902, and my telegram of the 
th Deoanber. = 
2. From the inclosed correspondenee, it appears to me that the action of the local 
‘Turkish authorities has. beon such as to show their sympathy with the attempted 
attack on Koweit, i not their indirect co-operation, and {quite concur with Laeutenaat 
and Commander Armstrong that it would he desirable to ropresont the matter te: tho 
‘Turkish Government at Constantinople. To call upon them for the punishment of 
Yussuf-bin-Ibrahim and the leaders of those who took part in the expedition would 
be desirable, if that end could be attained. 
(Signed) CHAS. ©, DRURY, Rear-Admirat, 
Commander-in-chief, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 253, 
Lieutenant Armstrong to Rear-Admirat Drury. 


Sir, “ Lapwing," at Bussorah, November 7, 1902, 

I TAVE the honour to report: that 1 proceeded to: Kowoit on the 15th October, 
and managed to persuade Sheikh Moubarak to let me take back to Bussorah sic 
witnesses against Yussuf-bin-Ibrahim ; to-do this, Thad to promise not to allow them 
out of my presence, as Sheikli Moubarnk was afraid they would be enticed away and 
ill-teeated or mandered. 2 

2. Five of these men were in w dhow lying’off Dur: whem the expedition: stated : 
they saw Yussuf-bin-Tbrahim directing affairs, he started with two dl 
full of armed men, and then went back tothe shore in a tellam; they recognino the 
dhows I have captured as the same two, and know them as beloaging to Yussuf. ‘The 
other witness was actually captain of one of these dliows some years ago, and recognizes 
them as belonging to Yussul-bin-Ibrahim. 

(a51s} 2U 
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3, The Vali detinitety refused to allow me to be present when these witnesses were 
examined, so as I could not allow them out of my sight; their sworn depositions have 
now been taken at the British Consulate instead, and I am taking them back to 
Kowéit. 

4, Tho sworn depositions of seven other witnesses taken at Koweit by Commander 
Cartwright, have been sent to the Vali, four of these were on shore at Dura when the 
expedition started, and they were informed by the people present that it was going to 
attack Kowvit, they saw Yussuf-bin-Ibrahim there directing affairs, also Hamoud- 

rah, nephew of Sheikh Moubark, Asbi-bin-Sabab, also a connection, and 


onsul at Mohammerah of a man named Garib 
from Manyuhi. He states that one of tho prisoners at present in the custody of the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah, is one of Yussuf-bin-Ibrahim's men, he is a relative of his 
(Garib’s) and tried to cross the river to Dura with another man on the night after the 
eapture, he told Garib he hiad been paid by Hamoud-binJerrah to go and attack 
Koweit, and said he was chased and had a fight with British seamen. 

6, From the evidence, direct and indirvet, there is absolutely no doubt that 
Yusul-bin-Ibrahim organized and financed the expedition against Koweit, and that 
tho nephews of Sheikh Moubarak were also concemed in it. Yusuf iss very wealthy 
‘and influential man, and is greatly feared in the country—this is chiefly the reason 
that it is so difficult to yet evidenes. Many people have given secret evidence, but 
will not give their names or appear, as they nro afraid of him. 

7. Vhave heard that there were five Arabs killed, and a good number wounded by 
our fire, and we have heard that some of the wounded are at Dura and other places, 
but apparently the Vali has done nothing to get, or use evidence from them. 

5. The Vali all through has not only given'us no assistance in this matter, but I 
have reason to believe that he has done his best fo prevent the truth coming out, and 
it is quite evident that no effective action will be taken by him unless he is forced 
to do 0. 

®, Tdo not think wo can do anything further here, and it appears to me to be 
decidedly ndvisable that this matter should not be allowed to drop, as not only would 


‘we lose a lot of prostige in the Galf if it were understood that British seamen could be 
fired at and killed without fear of futuro punishment, but it would encourage Yussuf- 
bin-Thrahim to send out other expeditions against Koweit—one of which might easily 
prove succemful—as the chance of getting information of them in time is extremely 
remote; and it would also encourage piracy in the river which for the time being is 


practically sop 


10, dir Weatnlaw, Brith Consal bere, has worked hard fa thia matter and done 
ll he could to obtain evidence, and to press the Vali to take action, but our efforts in 
the lattor have boen quite feuitiess, and T hope that now some pressure may be brought 
to bear on the Government at Constantinople. 

11. Tam taking the captured dhows to Koweit, where I will ask Sheikh Moubarak 
to take charge of them for the time being. I would submit that I might take them to 
rea and sink them, when they are no longer likely to be ealled for for purposes of the 
inquiry into this matter. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) "J. G. ARMSTRONG, 
Lieutenant and Commander. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 253, 
Lieutenant Armstrong to Rear-Admiral Drury. 


Sir, “Lapwing,” at Buskire, November 18, 1902. 
folk gosorlance with your telegraphic orders of the Oth instant, I have the honour 

to forward you— 

(a.) Copies of the sworn evidence of seven witnesses taken by Commander Cart~ 
wright at Kowoit, 

(b.) Copies of the sworn evidence of five witnesses taken by the British Consul 
and myself at . 

(c.) Copy of the evidence of one witness taken at Mohammerah by the Vice- 
Consul at Kargazar. 
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2. [also inclose, for your information, the copy of a private confidential letter 
from the Vice-Consul at Mohammerah to the British Resident at Bushire. I have 
given copies of this letter to the Senior Naval Officer of the Persian Gulf Division, and 
also to the Lieutenant-Commander of the “ Assaye.”” 

3. The Senior Officer has also copies of the evidence of all the witnesses enume- 
rated in paragraph 1 of this letter. 

Thave, &e. 


(Signed) J. G. ARMSTRONG, 
Lieutenant and Commander. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 253. 
Depositions taken at Koweit. 


(Already printed.) 


Incloxure 5 in No, 283, 
Depositions of Abdullah.bin-Nasf and others. 


(Already printed] 


Inclosure 6 in No, 253, 


Ezamination of Gharib, Resident of Manyuhi, in th i E 
Gharib, ” whi, in the presence of his Excellency the Sardar 
Arfar and Etila-el-Dowleh, Kargusar of Arabistan, and Mr. McDowall, Vice-Consul of 
Hit Britannic Majesty at Mohammerah. 


[Already printed.} 


Inclosure 7 in No. 253. 
Vice-Consul MeDouall to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball, 


(Confdentia) 
Colonel, Mohammerah, November 14, 1902. 

AFY friend Atab has succeeded in opening communications with some of fin 
Ibrahim’s men, through a tribesman of his who was with them when the fight with 
the “Lapwing” occurred. He reports that three wounded men are in a small 
village nearly opposite Dura, on this side, and their friends visit them every 
evening. 

‘They tell the man that Salih-bin-Rrahim has now 200 men; he has paid them 
well, and engaged them to make an attack on the “ Lapwing.” 
ve ig bite idea being that, Yusuf being away, if an attack is made they can claim that 
it is a proof that the original culpa were river pirates, and now attacked 
{the * Lapwing” out of revenge, and the original men, therefore, were not in Yusuf's 

ploy. 

‘The party to whom the wounded men belong consists of about twelve men under 
‘one Khalise; they tell our man that they are willing to come and givo evidence 
if promised forgiveness and guaranteed against arrestor il-reatment hy Turks or 

in Brahim, 

They would go to Bussoral if so guaranteed, and state that they were engayed 
‘Yusuf to attack Koweit, and that they fired first on the “ Lapwit Ba ‘and would ples 
paper proving that they were engaged by Yusuf, 

E say not to let Sheikh Khagal know anything, as Mulla Hamza keeps Yusuf 
informed of all that goes on here. 

T have written all this to Wratislaw, and asked him what he can do, and if he 
has any money for any expenses if necessary. 
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We could get the wounded men here, I think, and perhaps then get the Karguzar 
to arrest them; but, if protected, they would give evidence; if arrested, they 
might not, 

‘This story is only from a rather weak-minded robber, but Atab says his informa 
tion can be relied on 


Yours, &e. 
(Signed) WILLIAM McDOUALL. 


Printed for the use of the Foreiyn Office. July 1904. 
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